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ble, Sir Edward Coke Knight, Lord Chiefe luftice of 
England, and one of his Maieftses moft honourable prinie 
Councell, axdtothe re(t of the honourable and 
worthie IV DGE Se 


(A . a= 


Aight honourable Lords, where according vatothe 

RO | directionof good lawes, gracious Soueraignes no- 

agy bly rule, and loyall Subieds freely obey , there the 

A&S] Common-weale , which is the common good of 

. E both , produceth the moft royall, happy and ftable 
Monarchy. Ifeuer any Kingdome hath been fortunate, to giuc a 
true mirror and example of this happineflesthis famous Iland hath 
been therein incomparable, wherein fo many puiflant Monarchs, 
fucceffiuely fwaying this Emperiall Diademe, according vnto the 
ancient Lawes and Cuftomes of this Nation , haue fo many hun- 
dreths of yeares gouerned this mighty people in peace and ho- 
nour at home, and viorioufly led them in triumphant warre a- 
broad, as by the glorious trumpe of forreine and domeftike fame 
and Hiftorie isnot obfcure. The fplendor of this truth, the iniuri- 
ous afperfion of infufficiencie in our Englith laws,cannot without 
‘fhame er blufhing guilt behold. Notwithftanding, fince infome 
few things to be wanting , was neuer as yet wanting in the moft - 
exquifite lawes, policy and ftate that euer hath been,and {ince the 
Lawe of God it felfe (though perieé in it felfe) through humane 
imperfection in the true perfection was neuer yet feene, gine mee 
2 caue 
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leauc through all lawes and Countries inone paiticular to won 
der at their gens Ideft What Lawe'or Nationin thedete- 
Rionof Witches , and Witch-cratt, hathas yereuér appeared 
competent; of from itft exception exempt? How vacertaitie are 
among all Beenie differing iudgements 2. So;ng indgeno Wit. 
ehtsat tall, others more then too many , others.to6 fewk by many, 
in fo oppofice extrcines,, fol extremely oppéfites Mdeenor pre- 
fume to pre{cribe howa lawe may become more abfolite. or i 
. fe&, Lonely labour and enquire to learne. Among many gene 
rall dire Gions by different Authors, diuerfly publifhed , concer- 
ning the perfecting of particular, lawes, (as farre as perfection i is 
poffible vnto humane frailety ) De mofthenes in his fecond Oration 
againft am inmy thought doth feemeto equall(it not exa 
ceede) the moft exquifite. Three things fayth he Cotes 
plaincly out of the forenatried place collested) doecencuitd 
to the vpright conftitution of euery complete lawey whereb ut 
Set be heldfacred and inuiolate. The firft is, that it be ringe 
» duce, that is, that it bee the ordivanceand gift of God. 
Secondly, that itbee diy pa cesriver expen, tharis, the fage aid. 
judicious decree and counfell ofthe mof-wife and prudent: The © 
thirdis, thatitbee masosevySaxnxs, that is, thevniuerfall éon- . 
fent of the whole ftate , Cityor countrey. Certainely, the true 
caufe of the forementionéd generall LS andcontufiotrof — 
Laws in the propofed cafe of Witch-craft conte herein. Fir; 
for that men haue notas yet fufficiently fearched the holy Serip- 
tures to finde out that'a'pyue BOs, that is, whatisthe ordinance. - 
of Godthefein. Secondly, for that men haue not ferioufly cón- - 
fulted with chat wifedomé and prudence , which’ by thelightof 
nature and reafon: Almightie Ged hath left difcoverable andal - 
lowed to be.iuftly and try’ deemed, 2 da-¢0 igor apemon, that . 
is, the fage counteil, determination and decree ‘of the moft iudi i 
Bole, prudent and wile men, / ions : 


When 


- 
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When thefe twoare met and are agreed ; rine 3¢ ordinance 
of God, ‘andthe vpright &fincere countell of the moft holysprus 
dent at wife mén parpofely ftudied sand without feperftition eXe 
ercifed therein: then wil the happy | harmony ofall: Men shearts. Bes 
come eafily cunablether:toy which is, marcos ourdiee ncn, that is, ther 
éommon confent of Prince;Peop! lejand Selh -Vnto.this faite 
worke and: building, of God let ienoeleeme Sie phar ek tharzl 
offer this mymoytre ofdefire; and good. ‘sar I know that inthis. 
iy hány apes ‘of learried Authors, har ie endlefly varied, mas; 

famous ne eTa haué been branded Wia infamouserrors;nma-< 
nm niantiki have! winnie thenfelae salinofrom ofdlieit witsy 
and thofe who haue beft defertied, their trembling 4 ue hase nig- 
gardly dropped; and timòroufly pointed out any fully, or fir mely 
auiouched certainty [tis notwith nilanding no breach of rule of mo- 
defy b utby bounden d ity wntd the aecompliflimeneand honour 
of rach, to: ‘adde whatfoctier in'm yvtin att éndéa uowr may becons 
ducible. Neither would my many confliéts;with difficu ilties in this 
kinde, hold me excufed, iffo oft fpurred, or rather galled, by fo 
fréquent cxércicespractice and converation with perlons info dis 
irs extraordinary Manners: affliGeds and fuppofed bewitched; it 
Should a wake no arifwerable difpatch oF Che therein. Let 
then feeme no wonder, that aman (t hough | leffe then the leat a a- 
mong men) who hath noc onelyras ‘ftudiouhy as others laboured 
the fame particular; and-as dil igently therein obferned, burhath 
farre more happily bam fortuned then others, with frequent mat 
ter,and occurrents worthy obferuation, and hath alfoibeene niore 
plentifully g gratified with opportunitie, to inrich his vnderfanding © 
with variety y and worth of obie&s, infruGinghis reafon, and cor- 
firming his experience : Let it feeme no wonder ( Lay) that a 
meane wit, thus beyond others furnifhed thereto, may aduenture 
amiddeft fo many doubts and ambiguities, wherewith fo many 
worthies hane been formerly intan angled and perplexed, to auouch 


3 and f 


Tae ~ ee ee eee aa D 


The Epiftle Dedicatorit | 

and proue certainty, and demonftration. In-this fubie& of Witch- 
craft, by better meanes aduantagedy if beyond former times .or 
Writers, I hauc haply propofed a more dire& and certafne mo- 
dule and methode of iudging therein, I doe not thereby arrogate 
vato my felfe, but attribute vnto the meanes , nor derogate from 
others, whom if the like contingence of the fame helpes, had as 
freely and friendly affronted, and the: like facilicie had opened as 
ready acceffe, acknowledge in the guilty fenfe of my owne exi- 
guitie (whether in the outward beauty of words, or inward {ub- 
{tance of vnderftanding) it had been eafie for any man to exceed 
with fo good meanes this fo euil meanenefle of my performance. 
Since then (Right Honourable Lords) the fubiect it felfe, 8¢ a per- 
tinent and peculiar vfe therein, doe point vnto your Honours: the 
propertie of this Dedication , vnto whofe tribunal! the lawes of 
God and men appeale againft that foule abominable finne, let it 
not bee cenfured pride or prefumption, humbly to prefent vnto 
your Lordfhip that confideration and refolution which beyond 
my merit or defert, Occurrents hauc freely adminiftred vnto long- 
diftraéted meditation. If there may appeare therein ought aduan- 
cing truth, or feruiceable vnto the common-weale, vouchfafe for 
thofe good.xefpeds, it may be gracious in your eyes, acceptable 
and worthy your noble fauours and protection , againft the iniu- 
ries of aduerfe obdurate cuftome ignorance, enuy, and the vulgar 
indignation of common receiued and deceiued opinion. In the 
meane feafon,my deuoted heart fhal deuoutly pray vnto Almigh- 
tie God for your Lordfhips long life, the multiplication of many 
happy dayes, redoubled honour in your feruice.of God,your King 
and Ceuntrey,and after this life that life which ever lafteth. 


‘Yosir Lordfhips, in the moft bumble defire, and tender 


of his denotions fernice and obferdance. 


Jonn COTTA: 
TO 


TO THE READER., 
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J which I here prefent vntothee, thou art not ig- 


i | norant, what obfcuritie, diffienltie, diference, 
fio /*contrarzetie and contradiction hath among Au- 
ian A Vi thors and learned wen in all ages arifin. Frome 
the cffulion of generall ignorance, or fuperftittous blindneffe 
herein, willing to withdraw the valgar illufion , I hane inde~ 
soured demmonftratinely to declare what portion of certainety in 


Geh vncerttinties, God and Nature hath deftined cy allowed. 


It is not any worth either arrogated unto my felfjer derogated 
fro others, but my. ftudious defire and vehement affection iv 
this particalar together with fome [pectall experience cy paines 
upon diners occurrents, Cr occafions extraordinarily hapning, 
that hath drawne me forth to offer my opinion as the widdowes 
mite, more haply in good will,and harty affection, then in true 
valew or deferucdefteeme. If st may only gine occafion vato a 
more exequsfite peafell, it is the heigth of my intentron, anda 


complete recompence of my indenour. For this caufe, and for 
common eafie reading and apprehenfion, Ihaue purpofely a- 


> yoided, and difcentinued the finooth thrid of a continued labou- 


red ftile, and hauefor the mof part preferred and inferted a 


plaine texture of a more vulgar and careleffe phiafe and werd. - 


The ennious haply may canill, that a Phyficion out of his owne 
fuppofed precincts {ould rufh into facred lifts or enter upen fo 
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AS Neenious Reader, in this fubiect of witch-cr aft. 
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bach points of Dininitie as by an vaanvidable intercurrence,do ” 
: neceffar ily: 
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To the Reader. 


neceffarily inlertsthemfelues inthis propofedabied« Duuiniti¢ . 
it felfe doth herein anfweveshens. In tot theory of Theoloste it. 


is. the ducky ahd prazfe of! ener) wit, £0 ‘bee without our iofitiéy 
fruitfully exercifed. 

_ For as touching matter of Dininitie,as it falleth outor is in- 
cident in the difcour fe of this finall Treatife , Lonely propound 
fuch reafons-and confderations therein, as in common are ale 
lewableand commendable in enery Chriftian man and therein 
I doe neither ufuxpingly contronle others por controulingly com= - 
clude my felfe but willingly fubmit vato the crak iDO and 
dictature of the learned and veuerend Dinine. If therefore 
(good Reader.) I haue here publifbed or: communicated vunte 
thee onght thankes-worthy as it is by me freely intended unto 
thee; fo let it not from me be unfriendly extended by thee. If I 
hauein ought erred let it be thy praife and goodnes to make thy 
ue thereof without abufe. If thou haft formerly thought amiffe, 
and doeft here reade that 2s more right, bee not albamed to ac- 
knowledge thy better knowledge. Ipthon lft not.to knowghen 


know, that. truth {ball indge thee, and inftifie her felfe without 


€. 
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Thy well-wiiling friendy 
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CHAP. lis 


Ofnaturall knowledge and how it is folely dq, e YE S sole 
or Reafon, or by artificial and prudent coniettation. 


SL z Dg ; O E 
AS Soe Tse Meg Which hath created all things 
eG. pe PAS Ea 13 finite : fois there one onely fi- 
HIN AEN & nite, moftnee?ly like vnto that 


Angels. The knowledge which 
is giuen to Angels , is onely 
knowne to God and Angels. 
Pie knowledge which is ie 
“wen to man, is knowne by man, 
limited, meafured and-confined,’ It is MENTON by the uo 
wife Philofophers and fathers of former times,and the Sages 
of later times and ages agreed, ‘by a generall confent and har 


mS there is‘one onely Infinite, 


Infinite , which is wifedome . 
and knowledge ina men and. 


mony — 


ee 
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*Scalig. de 
SubtilLExercit, 
307. fed, z2. 


» We do in many things 
in otherfome a probabili- 
ty , yet oft-times in a ver 
c andaffinity with certainty, Knowledge 
likewife commeth by the outward fenfes, which do certain. 
Mepiateaie” ledY. and vndoubtedly informe the vnderftanding concerning 
ogifin’, veira their fcuerall proper obieds, where the faculty is found;and_. 
Hiocinatio, cx the inftruments of fenfe, and the outward meanes of conuey- : 
propofitionib” anceare rightly dilpofed, a. “Fi tee 
i me Ng ` Among thele fiue fenfes,the fight and'hearing,the eyeand 
it = x a Ri eare, are the moft excellent and chiefe wayes of multiplicati- 
vt demonfira. on: and increafc-of naturall knowledge. Befides thefe wayes 
Huus fyliogif’ of knowledge; namely, the inward and the outward fenfe, . 
MeS aaen ve there nener was, nor euer can be enumeration of any other, 
ae eked this caufe the Philofophers haue diuided all things thae _ 
NOt serum areinci@ent vata mankinde, to know or vnderftand; either 
B opinionum., ynt6 fuch things as. immediatly àin their very firit thought 
ij) fons, Axiftor. or mention do, proue them{clues, and atthe fir céfideration . 
Ti e. Sylla. orfight are euident ynto allmen; or fuch asare dire@ly in- 
Wb toni peregi ferred and neceffarily proued by other propeiitions, or-fuch: 
|6; imperfe&i as by prudent gefle onely and likely cornieQure giue afaire 
probability of truth and certainty, Such thin gs as immedi- 


atly- ~ 


| | | lib. Analyt. 


withthe true Difcouery thereof. 

atly prove themfelucs, and are vndoubted, intheir firft view, 
are fubiect either to the fenfe onely, or vnto the vnderftan— 
ding onely. Such things as are only proper to the fenfe, and 
theretoimmmediatly and properly fubiect , are things feene, 
heard, touched, tafted, {melt,as colours, figures, lincaments, 
founds, mufike,hardneffe,fofineffe,drincile, moifture,rough- 
neffe, fmoothnefle, fowre , fweete, diuerfity of odours and 
the like = in which, without the vfe of the fiue fenfes, men. 
cannot be fenfible or know any thing in this iaferiour world 
ynder the heauens, Such things as are fubie& vnto the vn- 
derftanding onely , and not ynto thefenfe, and immediatly 
proue themfelues, are generall notions and receptions infe- 
parably fixed in the vnderftanding ofall men. Ofthis kind 
are thefe pofitions in Philofophie. All things that are made, 


- haue their matter, a out of which they were made, haue their y... 
* Materiam, 


fpeciall formesand difference. by which they are apart that Formam, 

they are : and laftly to that being, which they are, are rifen Priuationem, 
from that which they were not. Likewife, thefe pofitions 
in Logicke: Euery propofition istrue or falfe, affirmatiue or 


negatiue, and.extendeth generally vnto all vnder the fame . 
kinde, or to fome particulars ,or to a fingulat,or is indefinite, 
Likewife,in Arithmaticke thefe: One is no number,one cans. ” 
not bee divided, or is indiuifible ; foureis more then two,,. 
Likewife, in Phyficke thefe : Euery man is ficke or healthful, 
ofaneuter : Contraries are cured by contraries , as heat by. 
cooling, cold by heating, moyfture by drying, dryneffe by” 
moviting.’ Asinthefe named Sciences, fo in all other; there. 
are the like general notions , immediatly atthe firft viewe 
proouing themfelues vnto the vnderftanding,and-euery man 
in common fenfe and reafom, immediatly :confenteth vato. 
theirtruth ; and hethat deniech it, orfeekerh proofe thereof, 
is efteemed iuftly madde, or voydofreafoni: | cipy uos Ot 


: There are other things alfo fubieét vnto the vnderftan- 
ding-only , which do notimmediatly yponthe firft view or, 
confideration (as the former) protec themfclues, butare pro- 
ued by: others more cleere and euideat then themfelues, Ses . 

SALOI Bae this 


= 2] , “fi 
4 The Tryall of witch-craft, 
this propofition, The motion of the heauens is not infinite, 
This is notmanifeft vnto every man atfirlt view, butrequi- 
reth another more manifeft then it felfe , to make it manitett 
then itfelfe, to make it manifeft, thus: That which hath a 
certaine limitted courfe,circumuolution and motion, cannot 
beinfinite; bút Aftonomie for many, thoufands of yeares 
hath.ditcouered the courtes periods,renolutions and fcr per- 
ambulations of the heauens, and therfore the motions of the . 
heauens cannot be infinite, It may here eafily be obferued, 
how the firk poftion being vnable to proue it felfe, but 
another more imanifef doth gine itlight, and doth deauce it 
vnto..that, which doth fo immediately proue ‘iv felfe vato 
common fenfe and reafon, and obferuation of all ages and 
times, that no'idiot can be ignorant,or will deny it. 

Thus hath been manifefted how fomethingsareimmedi- ¢ 
ately vnderftood in the very firt confideration and view: 
fome are proued by theinfelues, fomenot proued by them- 
felues, büt made euident by others.: Astany things are in 
the former kindes and feucrall manners manifefted, and eui- - 
dently proued vnto Reafon, Senfe,or Vnderftanding : foare: 
there-many things neither by themfelues.norby othereui- 
dent, neither to the vnderftanding and’ reafonj nor.to the 
outward fenfe atthe firft apparent, but remaine ambiguous 
and doubtfull. In thefe things certainety of knowledge by: 
manifett proofe failing, there remaineth no ocher refuge, but: 
prudent’ and artificiall. coniedture; narrowly looking and: 
fearching thorow'probabilities, ‘ynte theneereftp offibilitie: 
oftruth and certainty. wr. 

Fyorn hence'doe arife excellent vfes and benefits vnto yn-- 
derftanding; though novfofarre forth ofttimes gained, as 
is defired vnrovall'priuate ends, :yet fo farre forth, as’ maketh | 
wife and vnderftanding men, excell and fhine before others. ` 
Hence it commeth to paffe that in doubrfull cafes, counfels- 
and attempts,one’man is. feeneand knowneto ‘ouerfhine an’: 
other, as'tnuch asthegloriows Sune doth: his ecclipfed fi- 
fter the Moone; ‘Hence -hauc iffired:fo many noble and igen 
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roike Vertues; Sagacitie, exquifitnes of judgement, Pru- 
dence, Arr, io the adminiftration of high affaires, For, al- 
thoughin probabilities are no evident certainties, yet doe 


they to farre forth oft-times aduantage and aduance: vito 


the knowledge of certainery, that it is almoft cquall vnto- 
certainty, and doth periwadeand testle dilcrecte refolution: 


and difpefitien in ali affaires, _Inthis confiltech the height, 


the top, the fumme of Art,and the. perfection of all humane, 


knowledge,abouc or beyond which,no man could eucr foare 
or leuill. By this light onely the former mentioned meanes 
failing s oft times gained much excellence of natural know- 


ledgetro nian, beyond and without which the cye and fight: 


of knowledge in man is fealed vp, his vnderttanding dark- 
ned,and cannot know many hidden things. And thus to him 


that rightly doth meditate and confider, it isvndoubtedly. 


cleere and certaine, how the Creatorand infinite Prince of; 


all principles hath founded the beginning & end, the power. 
and poffe of all knowledge,. vpon one of the former waies of 
inueftigation, befide whiclrthereis no naturall knowledge. 


to be expected, Philofophie as yet neuer found other*waics 
vnto that infinite number of albAtts and Sciences ,foadmi- 
rably flourifhing thorow fo manyages of the world, For 
this caufethe moft excellent & prime Philofopher, Ariffotle, 
rciecteth whatfoeuer canot be found by Senfe, or proued by 
reafon,as fpurious.Likewifle Prolomie hath bounded the truc 


Quodnoneft N 
fecundum, na- 
turam nen i 
continetur a | 
Scientia, Arift, ji 
Anal, poter.. | 


Art of Aftronomie within ferum Phyficam, within a neccfh-. 


tiein Nature, and to diftinguifh it from fuperftition(wher- 


with curiofitie vfually defileth or intangleth it) doth limitit- 
intra conuenientem nature modum , that is, within properiion: 
and meafure anfwerable to Reafon and Nature. For this: 
caufe alfo, all true Philofophers haue determined the two. 


onely inftruments of all true Arts, to bee Reafon and Expe- 
rience, which Galen doth call the two legges wherevpon the 


Art of Phyfike doth confift, And therefore in the fecond 


chapter.of his Fisitiones medica, he faith, Optimus is eft Medi-. 
cus, quiomnia in Medicina retta agit vatioe, that is, hee who: 
Boz doth. 


é The Tryall of witch-craft, 
doth all things in his fubiect of Phyfike, according to right 
rule of reafon,is the moft excellent Phyficion, 

From hence alfoail true Arcifts haue defined Art to bee, 
Habitus cum ratione fattiuns, ithat is,a fettled habilitie, and 
promptnefle of aGion, and operation according to reafon. 
Vponthis ground others haue built other true rules and ob- 
feruations,concerning truc and lawfull Arts. Therefore(faith 
Galen) ars nonefk ex ys qoram neutiquam est poresias, Hagog: 
cap. 5. that is, Art is not of fuch things as cannot be accom- 
plifhed, Which is worthy noting, to diftinguifh preftigious 
and fuppofed Arts from truc Art. To this others likewife 
haue added another obferuation,that is that Art is imployed 
about fuch things as are in reafon profitable and not vaine. 
So faith Scaliger exercit. 37. Sett.31.eArs non est de rebus inn 
tibus. It is yet further obferued vpon the fame ground,that 
true Art doth not confound or cloud it felfe in mifts, but re- 
duceth vnto order, light and reafon, things diffipate,confu- 
fed, and out of order and reafon(as Cicero affirmeth) eArs res 
diuulfas diffolutafque conglutinat, ot! ratione quadam conftringit. 
Vpon the fame grounds diuers renowmed common weales 
haue expelled all falfe and forged Arts: as, Necremancy, 


Aevomancy, Geomancy, with other fortiligious Diuinations, > 


Vpon the fame reafons, diuers Emperors,Kings,Kingdomes 
and Lawes, haue exploded, cenfured, and condemned all 
fuch as vnder pretext of the wholefome Arts of Aftronomy, 
Mathematikes, and the like, haue runne into foolith curiofi- 
ties, impoftures, and deceitfull practices. Justinian the Ro- 
man Law-giuer and Emperour, his lawes are extant to this 
purpofe, Likewife Tiberius his Decrees for the expulfion of 
counterfeit Mathematicians and Adagicians. And Ulpianin 


his booke de Mathematicis é Maleficis, teftifiech the publi- | 


cation of their goods, and their inhibition by the Emperors 
from communion with other Citizens fo muchas in fire or 
water, Andas Reafon, good Lawes, Kingdornes; Nations, 
and Common-weales haue diftinguifhed ingenuous,liberal, 
true and profitable Arts. and Sciences builded ypon reafon, 
truth 


with the tr ue Difconerie thereof. 7 


truth and vnderftanding; from bafe ignoble, vnprofitable, 
needleffe, curious and erronious Arts : fo hath the holy 
Scripture bothiuftifed,fanctified and commended the one, 
and condemned, and nominated with rebuke and fhame 
throther. The firft is euident, Exod. 3. verfe 1.2, 3,4, 5,6. 
where Almightic God doth teftifie concerning the know. 
Icdge and skill of Workmanthip in gold, filuer, and fone, 
that he gauc it by his Spirit vnto Bezaleel and eAbolich, who 
were workmen according to knowledge and wnderftanding 
in chat lawfull Art, profitable vnto the building of Gods 
houfe. The fecond ts manifeft, Ats 19. ver. 19. whereitisin 
their due commendations recorded, that thofe who before 
vied and pradtifed vaine & curious Arts,when they were by 
the preaching cf the Apoftles truely converted, in token of | 
their vndifflembled repentance, they abfolutely renounced 
and difclaimed their vaine-learning; and. openly burnt their 
bookes, though valued at an high rate and rich price, 


Onar If, - 


That no Knowledge can come unto man in any Art or Science, - 
but by Senfe or Reafon, or likely and artificial conietture, is 
proued by the Science.and Knowledge of Phyfike in fread of all 


other Arts and Sciences, - 


Ow for the better impreffion of that which hath’bin 

before, faid : that is, that nothing is or can be dete- 

. Ged, or is liable ynto mans knowledge, which coms - 

meth notynto him by the help of Réafon, the inward or the — 

outward Senfe, Demonftration, Ratiocination, or iudicious 

and prudent Coniedtation in reafonable likelihood: let vs 

examine any one particular, ingenuous, liberall or lawfull 
Ast or Science, in fteade of many, and therein view, how'b 

the former mentioned keyes,dores & entrances folely,are o= 

pened the waies ynto- their contemplations, ftudy, and bas 
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fe&tapprehenfion. Andifone Art or Science may be fuffici- 
ent herein, I think it moft fitto choofe my owne, becaufe as 
to my felfe moft prompt; fo vnto any other not vnprofi- 
table. All difeafes that Happen vnto the body of man are 
either outward orinward, and therefore either feene by the 
eye, and deprehended by the outward Senie, or concet- 
ued only by Reafonand the inward Vnderftanding, Inward 
difeafes, and fubiect onely vnto reafon and ynderftanding 
doc fometimes appeare clearely and certainly to reafon and 
vnderftanding; fometimes they do not appeare certaine, or 
by certaine notes or fignes, but.by likely markes onely, 
which are the grounds of artificiall coniecture, 

And as fome dileafes are apparent te outward fenfe fome 
evident co inward reafon, fome by artificiall coniecture only 
in learned, exact {earch and perquifition purfued ynto their 
difcouery : fo alfo are many difeafes hidden from all thefe 
wayes of inucftigation , and therefore remaine as remem- 
brances of mans manifold ignorance in this life, and of the 
fecret referuation of Gods decree and prohibition. As then 
in thofe difeafes which are apparent vnto fight, itis blind- 
neffe ina Phyficion to make queftion, in thefe which are eui- 
dent to reafon, to make doubt.is reafonleffe fatuity, in thofe 
which may be attained by artificiall coniectation , fearch or 
perquifition,cither to be flacke,1s floth,or to be vnable,is in- 
jufficiency :fo in thofe difeafes, which neither outward fenfe, 
nor inward reafon, nor art, nor artificial coniecture can pof- 
fibly difcouer : ta hope or feeke beyond Senfe and Reafon, 

and reafonable likelihood , is reafonleffe and fenfeleffe fri- 
uing, and impatience of thofe bounds which God hath fet 
to limit the curiofity of man. For better proofe and illuftra- 
tion , it will not bee impertinent to nominate fome particu- 
lar difeafesinall chefe kinds. Firft for outward difeafes,and 
{uch as are evident to outward fenfe, they are infinite. Who 
that is the leaft practifed in Phyficke , doth not affuredly 
know, when , with his eyes he doth behold an inflammati- 
on, aShirrus, a Gangrene, Cancer, Callus, Fiftula, Vicer, 


Leprofie, 
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Leprofie,Pfora, Struma, Petechia, Variola, Iaundes, Gout, 
Tabefcence, Extenuation, and the-like. Sécondly, for in- 
ward difeafes euident to rcafon; he thar is leaft learned,doth 
know, thatall difeafes which may be defined, muft aeceffa- 
tily be evident to reafon ; as alfo,thatitis not difficult to de- 
fine innumerable difeafes to him thatis ableto *conioine * Genus more 
. with thepartaffected , the true immediate kinde-ofthe af- >! en 
fection. The ftomake ceafing her proper function of con- aa, CS 

coction, or depriued of appetite , doth it not thereby mani- cõfttuit mor- 
feltly proue vnto-reafon fome inward ill affeCtiomtherein ? bifpeciem. 
If with tharill affection be ioined a manifeft inward heat a- 
bout the region of the ftomake,zecompanied withan Ague, 
drinefle, thirft and other accidents- and confequences of 
heate , is not as plainly detected the kinde of the affection 
tobehot? . | om T 
Thus both the part affected , which is.che ftomakeappa-: 
rently (becaufe there the former accidents are found origi- 
‘nally moouing and firft feated, ) and alfo the ill affection 
(which by the manifeft burning heate doth proue her kind) 
being both conioined, doe truly define the -difeafe to be an 
inflammation of the ftomake. Thelike may be fayd of the 
inflammations of all other inward parts.of Plurifies, Phren- 
fies, inflammation of the Liuer, Splene, Wombe, Reines, 
Guts and other parts , the certaine teftimonies of exceffiuc 
heate giuing demonftration of an inflammation, andthe 
paine(or at leaft,fome defect) or defection in the proper of- 
fices of the parts manifefting thepartsthemfelues. As con- 
cerning inward inflammations of diuers parts, fo likewife 
ofinward Vlcers,and other maladies may beinftanced, The 
difeafe of the bladder is oft certainly knowne, by paine in 
the part, or by ceflation of his proper funstions,ordefeCtion 
therein , and the kinde of difeafe therein by the excretions. 
oft-times proceeding fromit. And thus an Vicer is oft dif- 
couered in the bladder, by paine, with purulent and fangui- 
nolent midtion, Difeafes likewife of the head are certainly 
difcouered and ‘detected ynta reafon, by defects growing ; 
ig ; C | fome- 
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fometimes in the vnderftanding , fometimes in the memo- 
ry, fometimes in the imagination, fometimes in all thofeto- 
gether, and fometimesin the generall motion of the whole - 
body. Difeafes of the heart likewifeappeare by the euil and 
faulty motions of the pulfe, by foundings and defeGionsin 
linelihood of the fpirits and vitallfacuity: Difeafes of the 
Wombe:or Mother likewife,° doe-oft- demonftrate them- 
felues by depriued or depraued motions. It Were tedious. 
to make a particular enumeration of all -difeafes ofthiskind, | 
which are in the fame manner enident’ and apparent ynto. 
reafon. - = "Severn oils ow EO ale 

Now let vs briefly alfo confidet fome difeafes, which are 
neither evident to Realon , nor manifeft to Senfe; but are 
gained, detected, and hunted out of their deepe and hidden 
couerts, by the quicke and exquifite fent of probable and: 
artificiall coniecture; the neceflity or vfe. whereof, either 
man ambiguous complication of doubefull difeafes , or in- 
the extrication of any intricate fingle affeCtion or malady, 
there is no man in Phyficke cxercifed, who doth not dayly 
finde. Many examples of difeafes of this kinde would caufe 
the {mall body of this little worke voluminoufly to {well : 
we will therefore onely propofe one, . 

Let vs fuppofe a ficke man, doubtfully and diuerfly with. 
thefe accidents afflicted: namely,a continuallfeuer,a cough, 
fpitting of bloud, fhortnefle of winde,head-ache,deliratien, . 
want of fleepe,drineffe, thirft, paines in diuers parts, fides, 
ribbes, backe and belly: What difeafe ot difeafeshere are, 
can neither be manifeft to fenfe,diftrated in this confufion, 
multitude and concurrence of accidents ; nor yet be evident ~ 
to reafon atthe firft view , becaufe it requiresh fo different. 
confideration,and deuided contemplation of fo many feue- 
ralsapart. Here theiiitremaineth, that learned; iudicious, 
prudent, and difcreete arzificiall coniecture proceed exact- 
ly to diftinguifh and analife, asfolloweth, AH the forena- 
med paines, diftempers and accidents may indifferently a- | 
rife, either from the Longs inflamed, or the Liucr , orthe - 
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Midriffe, or the Pleura;. becaufe any oneof thefe by it felfe 
doth viually ‘bring forthall ,.or moft par t-of them. Heere 
then prudent, artificial, and exquifite perpenfion doth ex- 
aétly valew and efteeme all the different manners, quanti- 
ties, qualities, pofitions and fituations of pains; likewife ac- 
cidents, motions, times , manners of motion, caracters, or- 
ders,and all other both {ubftantiall and circumftantiall con- 
fiderations. ©. aha oe . 

And firft, as touching the feuer., head-ache, thirft, idle= 
neffe of braine(becaufe.they are common to many other dif-. 
eafes befids thefe,& require no curious but a more cureleffe 
and common refpe&) prudent & circum{pect coniectation 
doth léaue their needleffe.confufion of more yfefull and 


-needfull perpenfion , and doth more narrowly fearch about - 


thofe accidents, which are more infeparable, proper and pe- 
«culiar ynto the difeafes named, and by exact difquifition in 
their indifferencies, doth notwithftanding fft out their hid- 
den and fecretly couched differencies , by which, in exact 
view they are found and diftinguifhed fufficiently differing. 
‘The infeparable accidents which doe peculiarly., or for the 


moft part accompany the difeafes before named, that isthe - 


inflammation of the Longs,.the Liuer, the Midriffe and the 
Pleura, are cough , fhortneffe of-winde, {pitting of bloud, 
paines about the ribbes, fides, belly, which in all thefe na- 
med difeafes more or leffe are prefent, either primarily,or by 
confent ofone part with another. Thefe, though feldome 
abfent from moft of the foure former difeafes, and therefore 
not cafily diftinguifhed, when they proceed from th’one or 
thother; yetrightly weighed,and accurately confidered in 
their feuerall manners, meafures, and right pofitions in euc- 
ry one, whena partand fingle, they doe likewife in their 
confufed mixture one with another, yeeld diftingt and feue- 
rall difference to him, that-in-a iudicious and difcerning 
thought, doth beare their iult diftin@ions apart. For illu- 
ftration, {pitting of bloud is vfually a companion to all, of 


moft of the foure named difeafes; but in one in lefle quanti-: 
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ty, in another more; in one after one manner, in another af- 
teranother; inone by vomiting, in another by expectorati< 
on, andin another by‘coughing; in one with much expuiti- 
on; in another with little; in-one with danger‘of ftran gula- 
tion andfuftocation,in another without; in one with thick- 
nefle, blackneffe, and fmal! quantity of bloud, in another 
with thinnefle., brightnefle of colour, and more quanti- 
ty; and in oneofthefe alfo with leffe, and in another with- 
more difficulty- and labourt, Shortie of winde, or diffi- 
culty of breathing , isa’common companion to all the nas 
med difeafes; but in one with frequent expuition, inano- 
ther without and where, with expuition, in one with more 


facility, in another with difficulty; in one with one manner 


of difcenfion. of the-inftruments of refpiration, inanother: 
with another,-in one kinde af difficulty of refpiration more: 


frequent, inanotherleffe, in one more gtieuous, in another: | 


tolerable. 

The like may be fayd of coughing, and pains, Coughing 
in one of the forenamed difeafes is with much, in another 
with little, and in another'with no expuitionatall; inone 


continuall, in. another with intermiffion;-in one with inten- . 
fion, in another with remifsion’s1n one loud, in another fti -a 


and where, with expectoration, in one of one colour and 


quantity, in- another of another 5 and in-another ofnone at. - 
all; in one eafie, gentle, free and without paine, in’ another - 
grieuous and painfull; yea fuffocatory , and neere to firan- 


gle, Paine likewife is a common companion taal the men- 


tioned difeafes ; but diftinguifhedin-th’ one andthe other, . 
by the manner, nature, and -fituation-of the feuerall parts; . 


which apart in euery oncit pofleffeth , and alfo by the diffe~ 
rent oddes,fafhions, and kindes of paine s fome being fharp, 


fome dull; fome quicke, fome flowe, fome with diffenfion, | 


fome with punétion y fome with: heauineffe and-fenfible: 
weight, fome more grieuous to the Patient lying y fome to 
him fitting or ftanding, fome more calme in one pofition of 
the body, and fome in another, = — j 
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And thus prudent and skilfull coniecture,by due and dili- 
gent perpenfion, comparing together oddes, and exactly re~ 
ferring ynto true difcerning the feuerall properties and diffe- 
rences.of accidents , their manners, proportions, and other. 
due circumftances, dothin the end reduce euery accident to 
his right difeafe, and euery difeafe to his right caufe ; where- 
by the prudent and iudicions Phyficion doth cleerely vnder- 
fiand, direétly-and timely to apply proper and pertinent re- 
medies.-And thus in doubrfull cafes, which are neither eui-’ 
dent to Reafon, nor manifeft to Senfe inthe Art and exercife: 
of Phyfike , itis manifeft how folert and accurate coniecta- 
on, througli the clouds and mifts of ambiguities, doth in the’ 
end fo cleerely fend forth and ginie-fo faire a light that doubr 
it felfe doth become out of doubt, and is little inferiour vnto 
certaine and plaine demonftration: Asa fhort fumme of all 
that hath been faid, whatfocuer hath beene declared of dif- 
cafes, the fame may bee propounded concerning their iffues 
very briefely.. pi l 

The iffues ofall difeafes are either informed from Senfe, 
orcuident by rea/on, or fcrutable by artificiall coniediure, 
Examples of the firft kinde are manifeft,when with our eyes 
we behold the motion and Senfe externall and other: out- 
ward funGtions of the body, either abolifhed, orinanhigh 
degree depriued of their power and naturall vie. 

‘This certaine teftirnonie of our fight doth certainely in- 
forme the vnderftanding, concerning the dangerous iflue. 

Examples of the fecond kinde areananifeft likewife,when’ 
we finde either the caufes of difeafes varemoueably fixed,or 
the difeafe it felfe rooted in the fubftance of any of the prin- 
cipall parts,oraccidentsin malignitie, vehemence, and fury 
irrefiftable. In thefe'cafes a doubtful and hard ifue is euident 
to Reafon by iuft confequent. - na : i 

Examples ofthe latter kinde arealfo apparent, when in 
difeafes;good and enill fignes are fo doubtfully mixed, that. 
fome promife Life, others as much threaten Death : fome in 
number difçourage, other fomein worth as muchas incou- 
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rage, We do oft fee and know inthe middeft of this mift and 
darknes, where there appeareth not to a common fenfe fo 
much as the leaft fhew of any indication of certaine ifue; yet 
through the exquifiteneffe of prudent and artificial] perpen- 
fion, and due exaét diftinGtion in the fore-mentioned fee- 
ming infcrutable oddes; the learned Phyficion cuen in the 
firft{carce fenfible budding of indication, and-in the firft 
moft imperfect and f{carce-being; being thereof doth oft 
difcouer that true euent,which viually and for the moft part 
is feene and obferued to come to paffe, 

If any man not rightly apprehending reafon,make a doubt 
or queftion of any {uch poffible exquifitnes, let him confider 
and beholdit by aneafie example, In an inequalitie of one 
and the fame Vermiculant pulfe , where the beginning of 
the fame diftenfion is quicker, the next continuation or mid- - 
dle partis flower, and the beginning of the end thereof, en- 
ding almoft before it begin: it muft needs be very dificult, 
nay, almoft impoffible vnto the firft view of Senfe or Rea-: . 
fon, orto.a common iudgement or learning, te diuide real- 
ly,and diftinguith this one fhort fimall motion into two or 
three diftingt times and parts of motion, the fpace fo very 
fhort, the faculty of mouing fo low and weake, andthe mo- 
uing it felfe almeft altogether in an infenfible exiguitie,and 
an indiuifible degree of lowneffe. s 

We fee oft-times a common vulgar cannot im his reafon 
concciue it, much leffe by his fenfe at all perceine it. Neither. 
is it found eafie to every man,though learned therein, yea, 
or educate thereto, either perfectly to apprehend the gene- 
ral Idea of fucha'motion,or at all in the firft proofesand try- 
als of his fenfe or hand to deprehend any particular. Not- 
withftanding, the Phyficion that exquifitely difcerneth and 
iudgeth, doth both in reafon fee, that every. fingle fmalleft 
motioñ,hath his diuers diftin® diuifion of parts, and alfoby 
his difcerning,wary, iudiciousand exercifed touch, doth a- 
pertly detect and difcoverit: And thus hath been proued by. 
feuerall inftances taken in the Art of Phyfike, in fteade of m 
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other Arts and Sciences, for auoiding tedioufne fle and con- 
fufion, that all knowledge, all Art, all Scrence whatfoener 
giuen yntoman shath no other entrance, meancs, or wayes 
thereto , but thorow Senfe or Reafon, or prudentand artifi- 
-iall conieture, fagacitie and exquifiteneffe of indging and 
difcerning thereby. | 

- And that it may the better appeare, that beyond thefe 
waies and lights,the Phyficion cannot finde any knowledge 
or difcouery of Difeafes: let vs view fome particular exam- 

les of fome Difeafes for this caufe vndifcouerable, and not 
to be detegted : and therewith confiderthe impofhibilitie of 
difconerie to confit folely herein ; namely,for that they are 
remoued from any capacitie of Senfe or Reafon, and from > 
the reach of ail artificiall fearch,{crutiny and accurate infight | 
derived from both, which isthe higheft ftraine of humane ` 
Vaderftanding.In the generall it cannot be denied ( except. 
of fuch whofe vnderflandings are extremely blinde) that it- 
is impoffible, that thofe difeafes fhould or can bee at all fo l 
much as fufpected (and therefore much leffe knowne) which : 

eeld no fhew,no figne, no indication of themfelues, There ` 
needeth hereof no other, nor better-proofe,then the enume-'- 
ration of fome particular difeafes of this kinde. 

Are not divers fecret and hidden Apoftemations, & other 
inward collections of vicious matter in the body,’ dayly Se- 
minaries of vnexpected and wondred fhapes of corruption : 
and putrifaction, which lying long hidden in the body, and ` 
by an infenfible growth taking deepe roote, inthe end fo- 
dainely breake forth beyond all poffible expectation , or 
thought of the moft excellent, exquifie and fubtill circum- 
{pection and difquifition ? For a briefe confirmation hereof, 
Flollerius doth mention a man, the caufe of whofe difeafe” 
while he lived, being vnknowne to Phyficions, and Art, af- - 
ter his deceafe his guts were found gan grened and perifhed,’ 
and therein things viewed like ynto Water-{nakes, and his - 
Liver fullof{chirrofe knots, | w 

There happened ynto my felfe this'yeere laftpaft, a Pati- - 
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ent,a very Worthy Gentleman,who being extremely vexed 
with the Strangury, Difusic, and Ifchurie together with pif 
fing of bloodin great abundance, and the ftone,who by the 
vfe and accommodation ofremedies,found much eafe, miti- 
gation of paines,and qualification of the extremitie ofall the 
former accidents, “Notwithftanding , for that there were 
certaine indications.of an Vicerin the body or capacitie of 
the Bladder, his recouerie was not expected, but after his 
deceafe, in the diflection of his body, his Bladder was found 
rotten, broken and black, without any manifeft matter ther- 
in as caufe thereof, or fo muchas one ftone, although hee 
had formerly and immediately before auoided many ftones 
at feuerall times, This I produce, being freth in memory, as 
an inftance of impofhibilitie of knowledge vnto a Phyficion 
in many and frequent cafes.For how could the fra@tute or co- 
lour of his Bladder, while the Patient was liuin g,by any ex- 
quifiteneffe of Art or vnderftanding, be knowne in any pof- 
fibilitie, meanes, or power of man, although all the other ac- 
cidents aboue mentioned ,were vndoubtedly,by certaine in- 
dications and fignes difcouercd? I might here deliuer many 
otherlike Examples out of mine owne knowledge; I will 
onely call to remembrance one more, 

_ Iwas of late yearcs Phyficion vntoa right Noble Lady; 
the caufe of whofe apparent dangerous eftate, diuers learned: “ 
and fanious Phyficions conioyned with my felfe,could neuer 
difcouer. In the diffeGion of her body after her deceafe, her. 
heart was found inclofed with a fhining rotten gelly , and 
the very fubftance of the heart of the fame colour. 

In the fame Lady, an intolerable paine about the bottome 
of hex ftomack, by fits depriued her-of all eafe by day, and of 
reft by night,and could neuer be either knowne in the caufe 
or remoucd in the accident by any meane or remedy: but af. 
ter death, in the diffe&tion of her body before mentioned, a 
black round gelly as bigge as a Tenice ball, did manifeft it 
felfe in chat place, where, in her life,the intolerable paine was, 
{eated and fixed; | 
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Of this euill difcoloration of her heart, ofthe matter and 
cuill colour of that matter wherewith her heart was inuiro- 
ned ; asalfoof that collected gelly inher fiomake, what 
poflible knowledge ( thinke you) or exquifite vnderftan- 
ding, or artof mañ could euer in her life time.giue any no- 
tice or information ? Like wnto this -is that which Holle- 
viusin the 21, of hisrare obferuations doth mention. Ina 
ficke man perplexed in a trange manner from an vnknowne 
seaufe in his life, after his death his liuer and epiploon did ap- 
pearecorruptéd and putrificd , his{tomake toward the bot- 
tome bruifed and fullof blackeiuice or humour, Chriffopho- 
rus Sillingus , opening the body of a childe after death, -re- 
porteth, that he faw in the {mall veines running thorow the 
mib Ae theliuer, many {mall {crauling wormes ther li- 
uing. Beninenius doth make mention of a woman tormen- 
ted gricuoufly by a needle in her ftomake, which was inspof- 
fible by any art or exquifitnefle of vnderftanding to be con- 
ceiued or fufpected , if nature it felfe working it out thorow 
the body and fubftance of the ftomake , vnto the outward 
view andfenfe, had not fo difcouered it. I will not here 
mention the generation of worms, Rones, and the like in the 
guts, gall, heart, longs and other parts, of which no art, or 
excellence of knowledge can poffibly take notice,vntil they 
haue proued themfelues vnto the fight. Many difeafes of 
thefe kindes being fearefull and terrible accidents, and afli- 
étions vnto the body, yet for the moft part are neuer dete- 
éed; becaufe they.haue not onely no proper true certaine 
likely , but no pofsible meanes or way of indication or no- 
tice atall, in any reafon or vnderfanding of humane,Art or 
Science; without which the mof exquifite and Scientifical 
Clarkes are altogether difabled, and muftneceffarily beig- 
norant, Thus hath becnat large manifefted , that nothing 
can bee vnto the Phyfician in bis Art and Science knowne, 
which either by outward fenfe or inward is not apparent, or 
by likely and artificial! coniecture from both , is not dete- 
gted or difcerned. The like might be vrged concerning the 

: trials 


a 


ems a a LS i = 
sae OS So ee T ae las = = 


= =— 
SSS 


18 The Tryall of witch-craft, 


trials of lawe and iuftice, and inquifitions of offences and 
errors again{t the law, which are the difeafes ofa Common- 
weale, as the formér of the body of man, Many offences a- 
gainft the law are apparent vnto the outward fenfe , as fight 
or heating: and therefore being witneffed by hearers or be- 
holders , are without doubt or difficulty immediately dif- 
patched, fentenfed , and adiudged, Many alfo areeuident 
to reafon,’ which therefore are held and reputed inuincibly 
and infallibly to to conuince, pa 
Many offences alfo there are neither manifeft to fenfe,nor 
euident to reafon , againft which onely likelihood and pre- 
fumptions doe arife in iudgement; whereby notwithftan- 
ding through narrow fearch and fifting, ftriét examination, 
circumfpećt and curious view of every circumftance, toge- 
ther with every materiall moment and oddes thorowly, 


and vnto the depth and bottome by fubtil difquifition fado- 


med , the learned, prudent, and difcerning Iudge doth oft 


detect and bring vnto light many hidden, inteftine, and fe- 
cret mifchiefes ; which vnfenfibly and vnobferuedly 
would otherwife oppreffe and fubuert the Common-weale. 
When by none of thefe wayes of extrication the truth can 
polsibly be gained, the wife and vpri ght Judge ynto necef- 
fity in want of due warrant vnro iuft proceeding, doth with- 
patience and fobriety fubmit. For this caufe (as may bee 
feene vpon records ) many cafesiuftly neceflarily and vna-- 
uoidably ftand perpetually infcrutable vndecided and neuer 
determined, as certaine proofes and euidences of the limi- 
tation and annihilation of mans knowledge in many things 
of this life: Almighty God oft-times decreeing to hide fome 
truth from the fight of man,and detaining itin his owne fe- 
cret willand pleafure, ~ Mie Ss | 
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P QU AP. The 


whether Witch-craft haue any other wayes or meanes of innesti- 
gation, then thefe before mentioned, and what is the true inue- 
fiigation.. 


ture haue limited and confined all knowledge of man, 

t within certaine waies and bounds, out of which, and be- 
yond which it cannot paffe ; as alfo for that caufe, that 
no ivftifiable Art or true Science whatfoeuer, doth or can 
exceede thofereftraints. There haue been alfo diuers exam- 
ples produced of the neceflity of mans ignorance, in the im- 
poffibility of much knowledge,and difcouery of things hid- 
den and inhibited by the iuft and ynfearchable decrees of 


|: hath been at large before declared, how God and Na- 


God and Nature. It remaineth now to enquire concerning ~ 


one particular fubie&t of Witch-craft, whether in the comon 
way ofall other detections of truths, it ought likewife con- 
fit; orwhether by it felfeit haue other priuiledges beyond 
all other trials. Ifreafon be the {ole eye and light ofnaturall 
ynderftanding which God hath giuen vnto reafonable man 
(as is before proued.)If without it can be no naturall know- 
ledge, no Art, no Science no difcouery. If lawe among all 
people and nations be fo iuftin all things, asto do or allow 
nothing againft true reafon (in which confifteth right.) If 
God himfelfe,and all flourifhing Common-weales haue ty- 
ed men and lawes , and the decifion by them of all doubts, 
queftions.and controuerfies , ¢ither ynto right proofe, eui- 
dence.and allegation, according vito reafon, or at leaft faire 
likelihood ,prefumption and probabilitie; and beyond thefe 
there never was, is, or.can beany iuftiudgement or triall : 
How is it poffible that man can attaine any knowledge of 
Witch-craft, ifnot by thofe meanes, by which only his na- 
ture is capable of.what{oeuer is allotted to be known there- 

he! D 2 l to? 
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to ? Ifthis beinfallibly true, man muft either by the former 
common wayes of knowledge and detection, know like- 
wile and detect Witch-craft, or-els.bee altogether ignorant. 
thereof; whereof the contrary by daily experience is mani- 
fet, It may bee atidis obiected , that it isa hard and difix 
cult matterto dete& Witch-crafr, by the former and ordina- 
ry courfes , as is oftfeene and found apparent. Soisitlike- 
wife equally difficult, and as hard by the fame meanes oft- 
times, for many aiuit man to proue and cleere his oppofed 
innocency, and for manyan iniurioufly wronged wretch to 
proue hisright, to defend his-goods, yea, life it felfe from 
violence; notwwithftanding, this is noallowance ynto ano- 
ther way,no-reafon or iuftification of any ynwarranted way, 
or way out of the way of Reafon, Iuftice, and Lawe, be his: 
burden neucr fo importable , or-hisiniury exceeding cruel-- 
tie. av 7 } 
For,if God had allawed vnto men.alwaies {mooth,affured, 
certaine arid infallible wayes vntothe fatisfation of their 
wants dnd the accomplifhment of their intentions & defires 
without failing; what would become of Religion, Vertue, 
and Wifedome ? Then fhould euery man be alike wife, and 
men would-be fo confident in their own ‘ftrength and pow- 
er, and fo proud ,. that they would forget God, and never 
thinke ofthe Almighty. If the meanes and. waies vnto all 
knowledge, and the information of ourdefires and affecti- 
ons, did meet with no impediment; no oppofition,no con- 
tradiction, uo. cafualty-to intercept, and: all things fhould 
profperoufly fucceed vnto our means and 'endeuors, there 
would neuer be any vfeof Patience, Temperance, or depen- - 
dance vpon the diuine providence; and confequently, little 
acknowledgement; and leffe worfhip and ‘adoration of ovr 
Creator.. who according to hiswifedome, good willand 
pleafure; doth otherwife gouerne, guide, order and difpofe 
alithings. For ifynto our fuppofed needfull ends, vfes and 
neceflary defires were certaine and yncontrouled waies, no- - 
thing-impofsible , nothing denyed;. then: were our lufta : 
or ooo Ea laWey, 
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* Jawe, and manin no power but in his owne, inno awe, inno 


Jawe,in no rule. . 

- Therefore Almightie Godin his great and vifpeakeable: 
Wifedome hath fubiested vaine man, and made his pride 
fubie&t to infinite creatures , limits, reftraints, coertions, 
thereby to teach him trye wifdome,piety,truft, dependance, 
worfhip, and adoration of his all-reftraining & al!-limiting 
ynlimited power, Mantherefore muftthereby learne to be 
contented fo to know, astherewith to learne to know him- 
felfe; thatis, with his large portion, his lot, bis manifold 


indowments, his excellencie of Senfe, Realon, Vnder= 


ftanding, Prudence, Art, not to forget or {purne at their in- 
terdictions, prohibitions, and inioyned lifts, beyond which 
to defireto know, is curiofitie, is folly : Sapientia vera, 
` Nollenimis fapere, faith the Poet. It is true Wifedome, not 
to be too wife: thar is, not to know, nor defire to know 
more then is allowed or needful! : needful,notin our defires, 
ut Gods Decree, 
Here then let me intreat reafonable men,not too much(as 
is vfuall) to fwell with indignation, or to be puffed with im- 
patience, where God doth not apertly reueale and plainely 
as they defire and thinke needfull ) the fubtill engines, and 
my fticall craft of the Diuell in the Machinations of Wit- 
ches and Sorcerers, but foberly, modéftly, and difcreetly, {fö 
faire forth be contented to purfue the try alland iuft way of 
their Difcouery, as with fenfe, with reafon, with Religion is 
juft and righteous, knowing that whatfocuer is beyond 
thefe lifts ,is'reafonleffe, fenfeleffe, and impious. - 
For fince God and Nature (as is before faid ) hath limi- 
ted the fcrutinie of all true Arts and Sciences, all naturall 
knowledge for difcouetie of controuerfies and refolutions 


ynto the lights‘of Reafon & Senfe, and artificial coniecture, | 


‘prudence, art; fagacitie, andfubtiltie of ynderftanding de- 
tiued from thence, vnto what other barre or feate of Iuftice 
can Witch-craft appeale or be brought? ` 


Ie maybe obieéted; the Art of Witch-craft, being fuper- - 
<i -i D3 natural, » 
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naturall,apd the practice thereof fuftained by an extraordi- 
nary power; that therefore the meanes and waies of difco- 
uerie muft be likewife more then ordinary and fupernaturall. 

Heretois truely an{wered, that fince the nature & power 
of Spirits is vynknowne vnto man (as things fupernaturall ) 
and can be, and is no otherwife knowne, but by examining 
the workes iffuing from thence, and comparing them a- 
right with that whichis naturall (becaufe man in his Reafon 
and vnderftanding cannot difcerne that which is truely 
trafcending his Nature, otherwife, then obferuing how far 
it exceedcth that which is according to Nature :) therefore 
( Ifay) the workes of the Diuell, or Witches, though fuftai- 
ned and produced by a fupernaturall power, yet can haue no 
other way for their detection by man, but that which is or- 
dinary vnto man, and natural and poffible vnto man;for that 
which is aboue or beyond his power or Nature, is not his 
owne. 

Fromhence muft neceffarily be concluded, that there is 
no other ordinary way vnto man ( who knoweth or can 
know nothing but that 1s naturall ) vnto the difcouerie 
of that is fupernaturall, but that way which is’ likewife 
naturall, | 

Although therefore the fubie&@ of Witch-craft requirea 
greater meafure of. knowledge to difcerne that which is 
therein really , and trucly fupernaturall, from that which 
in nature oft-times hath a very great. likenefle, and a de- 
ceiueable fimilitude therewith: yet.is the way ynto that 
knowledge, the common high way which conducteth ynto 
all other knowledge whatfoeuer, Let men then be perfwa- 
ded and contented (fince God hath alotted, and allowed 
vnto the nature and power of man no other way), in this on- 
ly warranted true way to feeke the difcouery., to finde the 
footing, path, and fteppings of Witchcraft, as of all other 
things, which by the Decree of God are reuealed vnto man, 
and fubie&t vnto the knowledge ofman. a ae 

It may be here demanded, whether Almightie God. doth 

; f not 
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not extraordinarily, and miraculoufly at fome time difcouer 
this fo abominable fin of Witch-craft, afwell as by ordina- 
rie meances leaue it vnto difcouerie ? This doubt fhall more 
fitly in more due place be hereafter at large difcouifed. 

‘It hath now beene here manifelted, that thcreis or can 
be no other ordinarie tryall of Witch-craft, then that which 
is common ynto all other detections of truth : and alfo that 
all detcétions fubieét vnto the difcouerie of man (as hath 
beene before cleared) are drawneand deriued either from 
Senfe or Reafon,or likely probabilitie raifed from both, 


CWA P4 TIIT, 
Of the workes of Witches and Dinels, 


ter of Witch-craft, according to the former waies of 
difcouerie and inucftigation ; ft willbe needfullto di- 
ftinguifh who is the true Author, caufe, & immediate work- 
man of the fupernaturall workes, which by Sorcery and 
Witch-craft are compafled or brought to paffe. 

All created fubftances indowed with powers and vertue 
from God their Creator, are either bodily, or corporal! fub- 
ftances, or Spirituall, or mixt and betweene both. 
` Bodily and corporal! fubftances are the heauens, the ce- 
leftiall bodies ofthe Starres, of the Sunne,of the Moone,the 


Bes wee proceed further to treate concerning mat- 


bodies of the elernents, and alf elementarie fubftances from - 


them deriued and compofed. 


Spiritual fubftances are either Angels, or Diuels,or foules 


of men after death , feparated from their bodies. | 
-7 “Mixed fubftances, partly Spirituall, partly bodily, are 
mankinde compounded. ofa naturall body, and and vnder- 
ftanding foule, `> i at 

Hence nore pe to paffe, that man by his vnderftand- 
ing Spirit, 


oth together with Angels, Spirits, and Diuels, . 
participate and ynderftand many things; as the Scripture re=- 
ts ion ucaled - 
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uealed ; the Hiftory and Creaticn of the whole world; ma- 
ny truths of God ; the grounds of Reafon; the principles of 
Nature; many generall rules and obferuations, and infinite - 
particular obiects of many things paft, prefent,and to come. 
But for that this vnderftanding Soule is deprefled, and 
imprifoned in this life by the body, by the paffions,difeafes, | 
and manifold incumbrances thereof, and cannot: extend or 
inlarge it felfe further vnto any portion of knowledge, then 
thorow the narrow windowes,clofures, parts and organs of 
the body : therefore muft neceflarily the knowledge of man 
be much inferiour ynto that meafure ofknowledge, which 
Spirits, being of a more fubtill effence, and. free from the 
burden and incumbrance of an earthly tabernacle or prifon, 
doe ina more large extent inioy, p“ 

Asis faid of the difference of knowledge in Spirits, þe- 
yond the power and nature of man : fo may be faid from the- 
{ame reafon of the difference ofthe workes of Spirits, farre 
inlarging and extending their vertue and power, beyond the 

ower and force of men, a 
The workes of men, are confined within the powerand 
nature of thefefublunarie bodies, vnto which they are an- 
nexed, and tyed, l ` 

The works of Spirits are limited to no corporall fubftance 
ot body, but {pacioufly compaffe the whole and vniuerfall 
body of the fublunary or inferiour world (as the Diuell dorh 
witrieffe of himfelfe, lob r.verfe7.)and are not tyed veto any 
particular place, but rule generally therein, and in all places 
by the permiffion of God, as is cuident, Ephe.2.ver, 2, where 
the Diuell-is called the Prince that ruleth in the ayre, euen 
che Spirit that now worketh in the children of difobedience: 
and likewife,Ephef. 6.ver(é 12.where he is called the Prince 
of darkneffe of this world. p Tn A 

From thefe yndoubted grounds, it is neceffarily inferred, 
that both all knowledge exceeding the knowledge of man, 
mutt needesiffue from the knowledge of Spirits , and alfo 
shat all works, exceeding and tranf{cendent,aboue the power 
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and nature of corporall fubftances, muftineceffarily be the 

force of Spirits, It may now be demaunded, how the works 

of good Spirits fhall be knowne and diftinguifhed from the 

works of eull Spirits and diuels , fince both their workes 

proceede from the fame nature, fubftance, and {piricuall ef- 

fence common vnto themboth, This fhall appeare by the 
confideration of the orders and forts of good Spirits expref- 

fed in-holy Scripture,and their properties , befide which, all 

other areneceffarily euill , and therefore diuels ; like vnto 

whom likewife, by iuft confequent muft be their workes, ah 
the one reciprocally * difcouering the other. All good Spi- ker boni 
rits are either Angels and Meffengers of God, {pecially fent 00" Ponant 


with his holy embaffage, to {pecial holy men, for {pecial ho- Fete 


ly-ends ; as was the Seraphin fent vnto faia, the:6.(hapter gratiam.Ange- 


verfe 6, and as were the Angels vnto the Shephtards , when ee penis 
e as a k n k 

our Sauiour was borne, or as where theg\ngels which E E, 

were fent vnto the Patriarkes of olde, or elsi tuteler:An- pene velle, 


gels., ordinarily commanded to guide, proteé, and defend Magift, Sent. 


the Elect and chofen children of God,as is manifeft both by dift. 7.lib,2, 
the teftimony of ourSauiour, Matth, 18.verf.10. See that 
you defpife not ({ayth our bleffed Sauiour) one of thefe little 
ones : For I fay vnto you;that in heauen there Angels alway 
behold the face of my Father, whichis inheauen, And by 
that Text alfo, Heb.1.verf.14. Arethey not all miniftring 
Spirits-(fayth the Apoftle, {peaking of Angels) fent forth to 
minifter for their fakes,who fhall be heires of faluation ? Be- - 
fide thefe orders of good and holy Spirits , neither hath the 
holy Scripture, neither haththe light of reafon, or nature, 
or obferuation: knowne or difcouered any other, 
All the. workes likewife and employments of thefe good 
Spirits,are all andeuer obferuied to be like theméelues, holy, 
good, freely feruing: and miniftring vnto the cxpreffe will, 
knowne and vndoubted pleafure of Almighty God, as is 
certainly confirmed, P/al.103.verfe 20. Praife ye the Lord 
(fayth the Pfalmift) iye his Angels that excell in power;that 
doe his'commandements in obeying the voyce ofhis word. 
by All 
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All workes therefore or effects ifuing from Spirits, that can? 
not bee proued and manifefted-to be firft commanded by 
* Gods; fecondly,tending foiely to the execution of his will 
parent,nec ni. 24 thirdly, are not contained in one of the foure firft men= 
fifumrnsDei tioned offices and adminiftrations of Spirits, they are all cer- 
iuffa capeflunt tainly and affuredly to be fufpected as works of diuels and 
oa euill {pirits, whom God doth permit (as fayth 8. eAugnstine 
eed ee in his 3. Bobke! de Trinitate) to bring to pafle fuchworkes 
u. of theirs, partly. to deceiue thofe wicked) which God in 
judgement hath ginen ouer to be deceived of diuels; partly; 
to quicken and {titre vp the godly and holy man, and to 
trie andiprooue him thereby, as hee did his ‘faithful fer- 
want Jobabe a vE : . i 


li difficile cã- 


S ca ge 
» mete ee 


Now fora more difine cleereneffe and light vito thé 
proofe of thufedufpected workes ofdiuels, itis very profita- 
ble, neceflaryand. pertinent, that.wee confider their kinds 
which are. two. “fhe firk kind is of fuch fupernatural works, 
asare done by the diuell folely and fiinply to his owne ends 
or vie, without any reference or refpect to any contractor 
couenant with man; . The fecond kindeis of fuch tranfcen= 


dent workes, as are done. witha repet or reference vito. 


{fome contract or couenant with man; oln the firft’, ‘the diz 
uell is folely an Agent for himfelfe y without the confent or 
knowledge ofman, In the fecond the fupernatutall and 
tranfcendent works are truely, eflentially, and ‘itimediare- 
ly from the diuelss.alfo ( becaufe outof the reach or power 
of arly command of man fimply) yet therein man-hath a pro- 
perty and intereft by couenant and'contraét, and derivation 
thereof from thediuell , which istruely and folely Sorcetie, 
and Witch-craft : for fince fuperniaturall workes*are onely 
proper toa Spirit, aiid:aboue the. ndeure-andipoweFofman, 
they cannot tmely:and properly: bee: efteemed: his: -and 
therefore it is not the fupernaturall worke it felfe “but mans. 
contract and combination. therein with the diuell, his con-= 
fent and allowance thereof,that dotlymakeit his} and him a: 
L vi pove |) gh howls cl Smooth aeRO 
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Witch,a Sorcerer, which is a contracter with the diucel Now 
let vs proceed to confider how thefe fupernaturall workes in 
the former feuerall- kindes are or may-be detected, fome by 
Reafon; fome by Senfe, LS 


CHAP V. | 
The workes of the Dinell by himfelfe, folely wrought without the 


Affociation of man. 
mi f z 
T is not defitute of eafie proofe, that there are many fu- 
J pensar works the-diuell manifeft to fenfe,wheres 
Lin man doth not participate in knowledge , contractor 
confent withhim, Did not the Diuell in the body ofa Ser- 
pent miraculoufly * reafon,difpute,fpeake and conferre with * Inftrumen. 
Eva, Gen.22 Wasnothis {peech and voice xndoubtedly,mga- tum Diaboli 
nifeftly, perceptibly , and truly heard , and founding in her Serpens, Tre- 
eares ? There then was no man as, yet borne that could ee ae 
r hie erpent 
combine with the.diuell in this fupernaturall worke, or that gid verily 
could then be found a Witch,. Likewife, was notthe diuels {peake, It was 


carriage of the body of, ourSauiour, and fetting it vpon a a true Serpent , | 


not afhadow,. 


pinacle of che Temple manifeft to the eye? Wasnot the fire The Daell 
which the.dinell * brought downe from heauen in fo mjra- e- 
culous manner, and in fo extraordinary power to deuoure Serpentas the 
fo many thoufands of Jobs fheepe, truly vifible ? The Mef- Angel inthe 
fenger cfeapitig to bring thetydings doth witneffe it, Was Afe. 

not the power of the diuell feene at fuch time, asan the Gof- D" Willet, 
pell hee carryed whole herds of {wine headlong into the noak 10 
Sea ? Was notthe Diuell {eene to rend and teare the bo- ` 

dies of men by him poffefled, in an extraordinarie and fu- 

pernaturall manner and fort, Marke the firft, Lake 4. Math. 

17. Marke theninth ? Was not the very voyce of a Spirit 

heard and diftinguifhed , when the diuell in fo fearcfull and 

marueilous manner cryed outin the poffeffed , Math. 8. 

Marks. Lake 8? Did not the people behold the miraculous 

tes i 2 force 


f 
k 
1 


14 
t 
t 
A 
t 
í 

is 


SE a a ŘŘŘOooM 


*- Oracula ee 
dita funt per 
pudenda pu. 
elle. Mornz. 
us de verita 
Rel.cap. 23. ` 
Ex Diadoro. 


2% The Trvall of witch-craft, 


force of the diuell cafting the poffefled into the middeft of 
them, Luke 4. verfe 33,34, 35 ? Did not the people heare 
and behold a foule Spirit crying aloud, and in an admirable 
power and manner, comming out of the poflefled, Marke I. 
24, 25, 26,87? All thefe were workes fupernaturall of the 
diuel, and manifeft to outward fenfe; yet no mention, no: 
{ulpiciony no reafon ofinention ; orfulpicion of a Witch or 
Sorcerer:wherin therfore the diucl alone was fole Agent.But 
it may be obiected,that thefe examples out of the holy Scrip- 
tures are recorded as things {pecially feene,or noted in fome 
fpeciall ages and times, which after times and other ages do: 
fot, or cannoraffoórd. y sj TAY munan A eee 
The contrary is manifeft by the faithfull hiftoriesand true 
reports of Ethnicke writers, who living in diftant ages, doe 
not differ in the true confent & harmony of the famereport, 
concerning the fame things, as they. haue fucceeded in their 
{cuerallagrs., Itis norincredible, but certain vnto any com- 
mon Reader, what diuers auchors of approued faith and cre- 
dit, in feuerall ages haue written : how the diuell not onely 
outof the bodies and feuerall parts, * apart of the bodies of 


_men haue vetered words,and {poken with the voice of men, 


euen as in the Gofpell-hee did‘out of the poffeffed; but alfo 


out of trees, caues of earth images and*tatue, The firft is e- 


uident by the general report from one fucceeding age vn- 
to another,concerning the Pithons Pithonici typa ser Vene 
triloqui, and thelike. The-fecond-was neuer hid many hun- 
dreth ofyeares, for many ageslong before the birth of our 
bleffed Sauiour, as is apparent by the famous Oracle of Del- 
phos, the Oake of Dodona , the ftatue of Memnon, Petrus 
Gregorius, Tholofanus,in his Syntagmairis, reciteth this hi- 
Rory concerning certaine ftatues. at eAlexandria, thatthey 
did fall ynto the ground fodainly,and with an audible voice 
declared the death of AManricius the Emperour, even atthe 
fame moment and point of time when he was then flaine at. 
Rome. j © = > hha 

As the Diuell doth thew himfelfe by voices and founds in. 


ué 
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trees, caves, ftatues, and the like: fo doth he in diuers other 
outward fhapés and formes of other creatures. 


Thus he appeared ynto Ewa, and fpake vnto her in the 
fhape of a Serpent aforefaid. Of his appearance in diuers o- — 


ther formes likewile are many teftimonics, 


It is reported by John de Serves the French Chronicler, that, 
the late renowmed King of France, Henry the 4, being in his | 


hunting ports, a Diuell or Spirit prefented vnto the Kings 


cares & his.whole company, a great cry of hounds, and win- ` 
ding ofhornes. The King commanded Count Soifons to goe- 
fee who it was, wondcring who durft interrupt his game. 


The Earle fill iffiing forward toward the noife, fill heard. 


it, but feemed nothing necrer vnto it, though defiring to 
come heereft ynto it, At length abigge blacke man prefen- 


ted himfelfe in the thickeft of the bufhes, and {peaking ynto- 


the Earle fome few words, fodainely vanifhed. 

There could be no deceit in fo many cares and witneffes , 
nor canthe obieétion ofa meere imagination ftand yncon- 
trouled of the iuf reproofe of want of wit and good. maners, 


in doubt or deniall of fo faire and fo well aduifed due tefti-’ 


monies. | 
Matter Fox, in the life of Martin Luther, doth relate the 


apparition and conference of the Diuell with a young man; 
who vpon contracts agreed betweene the Diuell and him. 
felfe,deliuered vnto the Diuel his bond for conditioned per- 
formatices. - * 


Speede in his Chronicle,and relation ofthe paflage of ma- 


ny affaires, within the time of Heary the 4: doth make men- 


tion of the apparition of the Diuell in thehabite ofa Mizo- 
rite Fryer at Danbury Church in Effex, with fuch thundring,. 
lightning, tempefts, & fire-bals,that the vault ofthe Church: 


brake, and halfe the Chancell was carried away. | 


I will not further recite infinite Hiftories and Reports,’ 


which may feeme to depend vponthe obfcure or doubted 


éredit of fuperftitious factions, or partiall Authors, but of 


{ush onely as by the common confent of times, and generall’ 


E3 voice 


nem gede legis 
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voice of all Writers, exact credit and efteeme. 
—Inthis kinde what a multitude of Examples doth the 
whole current and {treame of all Writers of. all ages afford? 
Who almoft that readeth any ancient claffical Authorjcan a- 
Vide Platonem hoide the common mention of fained gods, * and goddeffes 
et re of the field,of the woods, of the mountaines, of houfes, of 
poteftaubus defarts, of riuers, of {prings, and the like, ‘offering them- 


‘Heroum, quos felues vnto men and people, fometimes isrone fhape, fome- 


a Lemu- times in another ; requiring worfhip, ceremonies and rites; 

res dixerunt ; f ] Dar eee 
o fomeinone manner, fome in another ; {tran L 

DeGenis  fomein anner,tot other ; doing ftrange and ad 


itemdiis & mired workes oft-times, fometimes pleafantly encountring ` 


dzmonibus people, fometimes menacing ? | 
promifcue in Herevpon grew the multitude and varietie of names gi- 


cœlo, terras & sen ynto them,according to the feuerall maners, fhapes, ge- 
fingulis mundi z | 


regionibus di. tures, and places which they vfed ; as * Fauni, Satyr, Nym- - 


ftributisvide phe, Empufa, Lemures, All Chriftians, who know God, his 
in Politico. word, and.truth, and thereby beleeue one onely true God, 
Vide Plito- thult needs affure themfelues that all thefe-were,cuill Spirits, 
bus.Quosibi and Diuels, That fuch were,all times, ages,hiftories,and re. 
Platopromif. cords.of times with one vniuerfall confent confirme. That 


cue Demones they were manifeftly feene, knowne, and familiarly by 
appellat, Lati. the outward fenfes difcerned and:diftinguifhed, cannot bee 


ni his nomini- 


bus, & quibuf: denied, by the feuerall defcriptions of their maners, fhapes 


dam officiis and geftures, 
diftinxertnt, = And thus briefely aiioiding the tedioufneffe ofthe multi- 
tudecf vncertaine particular examples giuen by priuate men, 


I haue by.vndoubted and vncontrouled references ynto ages 


and fucceffions of continued hiftories from one vnto another 

manifefted, how among the heathen, the Diuell hath appa- 

DiabolusDei_ rently offered himfelfc vnto the outward fenfe, without the 
ARE “ affociation-of a Witch or Sorcerer: Which was likewife be- 
tudine infinuer fore proued by inftances out of the holy Scripture. In all thefe 
inanimos fim. the Diuell hath affected to * counterfeit the apparitions of 
plicium, the bleffed Angels of God vnto his holy feruants, thereby 
ete ea to make himfelfe like or. equal ynto God in ignorant and yn- 
‘Gh ps beleeuing hearts, . mh. ae 
Nt a =- Gener, 
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CHAP. VI, 


Workes done by the Diuell, with refpet unto Covenant with 
Man,- sl l 


T now followeth to giue examples of fuch fupérnaturall 
_workes as'are offered by the Diuell wherein manhath an 
‘intereft‘and propertie by contract with the Dinel’; asalfo ` 
to hew that thefe workes are manifeft in like manner ynto. 
the outward fenfe. Varo this proofe out of holy Scripture,’ . 
behold the Witch of Exdor ; did trot Saul contract with her, 
and fhe promife vnto Saul to bring vp Samuel voto him? Did 
not Saul fee the vifion raifed:by her, orat leaft peake there- 
to, and receiue anfwere there-from, 1.Sam, 28.8? were not 
chen his eyes and eares (thofe two outward fenfes) certaine 
witnefies of her Sorcerie? Behold: alfo the Sorcerers of E- 
gypt, Did not Pharaoh fée & view with his eyes thole great 
and mighty Sorceries, water turned into blood, rods into 
Serpents, Frog ges caufed to iffuc-our vpom the face of the: 
earth? > a ated oii ary ) 
~ And as the holy Scripture doth afford vs thefe examples ? 
fo are the hiftories of all ages, psople,and countries, fraught 
_ with the-like as manifeft to fenfe asthefe, and as apparently 
detecting and pointing out the Sorcerer and Sorcery, 
` ‘Liny veporteth, in thofe ancient dayes of Rome, that the 
Romane Clandia,a vettall Virgin, did fhew her felfe in act,able 
alone.with eafé and facilitie to draw a mightic fhip by a imal 
line or girdle, which wasin the weight and gréatnefle vn- 
moueable,againft the force and power of many’ {trong men, 
affifted by the ftrength of cattell accuftomed to'draw migh- 
tie and heauy burdens? That this was an aé fupernaturall, 
and aboue, and beyond any natural vertue for force in her 
Nature, is madnefle to doubt, Thar in this fupernaturall: act 
alfo,the hada propertie by her allowarice and liking thereof, 
ba fe : | exprefied | 


| 
| 
| 
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expreffed by her voluntarie a&tion of vndertaking & draw- 
ing; who can make doubt ? The act was fupernaturall and 
aboue her power and nature : her good will, allowance,and 
voluntary putting the actin practice, did proue her confent 
and contrac, with that power and nature fuperiour voto her 
owne, whichis yndoubtedly Sorcery and Witch-craft. 

Tuccia alfo a veftall Virgin is reported by mumbling ofa 
certaine prayer, to keepe water within a fiue, or a riddle, as 
witneffech not onely P/izy, but euen Tertullian, 

* Camerarivs maketh mention ofa man, who armed onely 
with certaine charmes, would vndertake to receiue vpon his 
body,without harme,bullets or hot out of the fiery cannone 

He maketh alfo mention ofanother, who would ynder- 
cake tolay his hand vpon the mouth of the like inftrument , 
euen when the fire was alreadie giuen, and thereby caufe the 
flame appearing in the mouth therof, together with the fhot 
there,to ftay. 

_ Itis credibly written of Pythagoras, that hee was at once 
by feucrall parties feen,in the very fame point of time, both 
in the Citie of Tharivm,and the towne of Metapontum, 

_ Apollonius ikewife was tranflated,as it were, in the twink- 
ling of an eyejor in the {pace of a word {peaking from Sayr- 
va, vato-Ephe(us, as fome hiftories report. That the power 
by which thefe things were done, was more then humane, 
noReafoncandoubr, That alfo the voluntary acceffion of 
thefe mens difpofing, or apting.théfelues vnto. thefe works, 
doth proue their confent, and by confent,focietie with a Spi- 
rit, who candoubt? > >.. à 

But here by the way, is iuft occafion offered vnto a que- 

Rion; namely, whether a Spirit or Diuell can caufe or bring 
to pafle,that the fame true body at once may bereally intwo 
diftant places, as it feemeth by this hiftory of Pythagoras, . 

- The anfwere hereto muftneeds in reafon be negatiue; be- 
caufe itis impoffible in nature,and in the ordinary vnchange- 
able courfe of all things by God created, that one indiuidu- 
all & continued {ubftance, or entire thing fhould DearS. 
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deuided from it felfe, and yet beit felfe,or poffibly be twice, 
or be in two places, and yet bee but one and the-felfe fame 
thing. 
Wee muft therefore rather here thinke that the diuell isa 
Juggler, prefenting the liuely fhape & pourtraiture of Pytha- 
goras in one place , and thereto haply by his fupernaturall 
power, adding a-counterfait liuelihood of {peech and ge- 
fture, while the true fubftance is certainely and truely feene 
in. another place. That thefe like practifesare vfuall with 
the diuell, is apparent in many other kinds befide. Did hee 
not vndertake, Math. 4. verfe 8, vnto wifedome it felfe our 
bleffed Sauiour, to fhew vnto him all the Kingdomes of the 
earth, a thing fo farre out ofliisreach and compaffe,but on- 
ly.by a lying and iuggling vifion ? If.this he doth ynto the 
Sonne of God, how fhall the filly fonnes of finfull men ef- 
cape? Itis written by fome Authors, that the diuel hath per- 
{waded fome foolifh Sorcerers and Witches , that hee hath 
changed their bodies and fubftances, into Catts, Affes, 
Birds, and other creatures, which really and indeed without 
illufion (if it be not prefumption to reafon with the Diuell) 
isimpoffible vnto him to doe, For there can bee no reall-or 
tructran{mutation of onefubftance or nature into another, 
but either by creation or generation. The one is the fole 
immediate hand of God, communicable to no creature (be- 
caufe there cannot be two Creators ) the otheris naturall, , 
the finger-work and power of Godin nature,and proper to mass 
the uature.of liuing animate creatures, notto Angels or terapore idq: 
Spirits. . . | k a „| apparata maite 
. Againe, creation is the worke ofan infinite power, and "it perantecct. 
therefore of Godalone, becaufe there can be but onc Infi- fionem muta- 
ae: al ILE ia . 1 ‘a tionis, quim 
«nite, whofe nature containing allthings , and contained of ¢ eci arrsa, 
nothing, can admit no equall no fecond,no other. The Di- oly bee nies - 
uell then cagnot. create. That likewife he cannot.caufethefe res Ctceroma 
tran{mutations by genesation, is as plaine.and evident, bé- maluerunt cé. 
caufea truc and reall gencration hath man y precedent *alte- Sa ca 
rations, and by little and little in Íp ace. of time gro weth vD- exercit. és fe, 
z i x i -TO 14, 


“i 


34 The Tryall of witch-craft, 


to the perfection of that kinde, vnto which it doth-tend or is 
begotten; but thefe feeming tranfmutations by the Diuell 
of the fubftances of Men into Cattes, andthe like, are fwift 
and fodainc, in a moment , and without preparation : and 
therefore are no true , but feeming and iugeling tranfmuta- 
tions. a 
Here may be againe obieéted , that theD iuell is able to- 
worke aboue the power of Nature --and therfore befide and 
aboue the naturall courfé of generation, hee is able to make 
thefe reall tranfmutations. Iris anfwered,though the diuel - 
indeed, as a Spirit,may do, and doth many-things aboue and | 
beyond the courfe of fome particular natures : yet doth hee 
not, noris able to rule or commaund ouer generall Nature, 
or infringe or alter her inviolable decrees in the perpetuall ` 
and neuer-interrupted order of all generations; neither is he - 
generally Mafter of vniuerfall Nature , but Nature Mafter 
and Commaunder of him, For Natureis nothing els buethe - 
3 Natura eft ordinary a power of Godin al things created, amongwhich 
ordinaria Dei the Diuell being.a creature, is contained; and therefore fub- - 
poteltas, jet to that vniuerfall power, "y 
Scalig, For this caufe,although aboue.the power of our particular - 
nature, the Diuell asa Spirit doth many things, whichin re- 
{pect of our nature are fupernaturall , yetin refpect of the | 
power of Nature in yniuerfall, they are but naturallvnto -> 
himfelfe and other Spirits, who alfo are a kinde of creature - 
contained within the generall nature of things-created:Op-. - 
pofite therefore, contrary’, againft or-abòue the general! 
ower of Nature, hee can do nothing. Therefore, to con- - 
clude this point, hee cannot beable to commaund or com- ~ 
‘paffe any. generation.aboue. the power of Nature, whofe - 
power is more vniuerfall and greater thenhis. We wilthen — 
hence conclude, thataboue and beyond the vniuerfall Na- . 
ture and courfeof all generation, hee cannot make a true 
tranfmutation of the fubftance of any one creature intoa- - 
nothers : : 
Jr was before proued,that it is impoffible for him.to js &: 
Yes 
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by creation. Itis here manifeft, that he cannot doit by any 
courfe of true generation. There can be no reall tranfmuta- 
tion of one fubftance into another, without either a creati- 
on or generation. Wee will therefore conclude with the 
faying of Saint e4uguftine de Cinitate Dei, lib. 18. cap. 18. 
Nec fane Demones naturas creant , fed fpecie tenus, guea Deo 
creata funt , commutant, vt videantur effe qua non funt : thatis, 
diuels cannot-create any nature or-fubftance,butin iuggling 
fhew or feeming onely , whereby with falfe fhadowes and 
outward induced fhapes couering thofe things which are 
created of God, by thefe commutations they caufe them to 
feeme that which they are not indeed. 

Concerning other manifeft iugglings andillufions of the 
Diuell, diuers authors haue giuen diuers examples, but that 
which aboue al-the reft doth moft palpably detect him here- 
in, isa hiftory related by Joannes Baptifta Porta in his fecond 
booke de Magia naturali. He there witnefleth,that vpon the 
Diuels fuggeftion, a Witch beleeued firmely , and perfwa- 
ded her felfe,that all the night fhee had rid in the ayre, ouer 
diuers great Mountaines, and met inconuenticles of other 
Sorcereffes; when the fame night the mentioned Authour 
himfelfe, with others, had watched and feene her all that i- 
magined time of her tranfuectié in the ayre, to be within her 
chamber profoundly fleeping; yea, had {mitten her, made 
her fiefh blue with ftrokes, and could notawakeher, nor . 

erfwade her afterward, when-fhee was awaked that they 
had fo vfed her, or at all had either feene or beheld her. Thus 
preualent was the iuggling power of the Diucll, 

S. Autine de Cinitate Dei, lib. 18. doth deliuer an Hiftory 
concerning the father of one Preffantius who lying in a deep 
traunce fo profoundly thatno meanes could awake him, did 
dreame.( as when hee awakedhe did report) that hee was 
transformed into an Affe, and carryed bagges or burdens of | 
corne, into a campe of Souldiers. At the fame time, in the 
fame manner, fucha like Affe as hee in dreame imagined 
‘himfelfe did bring fuch burdens into the fame campe. 
a1 Tpk Frem- 
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From thefe examples may bee iuftly drawne a plaine de- 
monftration of-the Diuels palpable iuggling and illufion,’ 
which alfo may ferue for confirmation’, together with the’ 
reafons before annexed vnte my former anfwer, concerning 
the Dinelsfeeming, or deceitfull prefentation of the reall 
body of Pythagoras in two diftant places at once, in the fame 
point of time, And from all thefe conioined and conferred, 
may be truely inferred and collected , that thé Diuell as hee 
doth many fupernaturall workes really, fo he doth many o~ 
ther by illufion and beguiling the imagination. ! 

Thefe his iugglings notwithftanding are thingsalfo fuper- 
naturall, and tricks onely poffible to Spirits afid impoffible 
toman, For it is impofsibleto man to frame fo ltuely a fee- 
ming 
al fubftance which is really in another place, as alfo-to faften: 
{uch dreames'as were before mentioned;vpon men; ‘and ac 
cording to thofe dreames to caufe the things dreamed y by- 
the witneffe and-teftimony of other beholders, to bee 
brought to paffe in fo liuely likeneffe and fimilitude,as can- 
not bee difcerned and difcouered otherwife then the yery 

i 


r [3 


fame that they were in dreame likewife beleeued;” - 


From hence it doth alfo follow very neceflarily; that: . 
what man focuer fhall vndertake thefe fupernaturalliug— . 


lings, which are only poffible in the power of Spirits;and of 


the Diuell alone, is therby as truly conuincedto be a Witchi . 


or Sorcerer, as hee that vndertaketh any of the formér reall. 
fupernaturall works, erany other.of the like kinde, becaufe: 
they are both and all alike proper onely to the diuell, and 
wherein man can haue no property jor power ; but by and 
through him, Let vs now then againe returne vitto the’ 
Diuels reall: firpernaturall: performances and‘workes, vnto' 


Sorcerers, from whence by the way of anfwere vntothe for~ . 


mer doubt, concerning Pythagoras his fuppofed realty of 


being at once in.two-places ,. wee haue hitherto onely di- . 


Ree: z 


prefled, - te 


prefence of manin one place, that it fhallnot bee dif= - 
cerned otherwife then the very fame true prefence and re- . 
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Itis written asa thing vfuall vato many famous Magici- 


ans, Sorcerers ‘and: Witches, ynto the view and fight offome | 


aatniteed, fpeCtators, to ite refemblances of the dead, which 
feemeth a thing vndoubred by the Witch of Exdor , raifing 
Samuelthe Prophet vnto Saul the King before mentioned. 

In this kinde thofe famous and renowned Witches, Me- 
dea and Cirée in old and ancient times are reported to ex- 
cell. Hence among the Heathen had Necromancie the reafon 
of thenameand jcxpeyverreioy whichis divination by calling 
Vp, Of raifing the dead. 

Later times haue not been behinde former times in-the re- 
cord of the like: büt to adde reafon to inforce the truth ofre- 
port herein; Iwill anfwer an obicċtion which may be made. 
Whether in tele 2 apparitions there be only illufion and ima- 
gination ; or fome thing truely and really vile vato, the 
S fenfe! 

-AStouching the reall raifing of the Aq. it is 'impoffible 
vntothe limited power of the Erih either i in the fubftance 


of body or foule, to reduce’or bring He dead back into this > 


world, or life, or fenfe a againe 5” TE A in death, by the vn- 
changeablesand vnalterable decree of God i in his holy” Writ, 
the body returncth mtd daft from: whence i it caine , and the 
Soule’ to God'who gaue it, 
` Notwithftanding, fince the outward fhape and Reine ‘and 
proportion of any fobRance, aiid not the fubftatice i it felfe, 
or creature, is. the true and naturall obiect of the‘eye, ac- 
cording to the Philofepher' who truely faith; Res non videntur, 
fedrerum fpecies thats, the fubftances or things themfelues 
are not offered‘, nor come ynto the fi ight, but onely ` their’ 
fhape, and butted figute, as alfo ‘for that common fenfe 
and experience doe'teach Ys that it is a thing abfurd,and im- 
poffible, that all thofe bodies & fubftances which in infinite 
numberwee dayly fèe, and Behold really and materially in. 
their corporal] fubftances,and dimen fions, Mould be contai-" 
sied in’ the fall body of the eye : for the fe caules. (I fay) it- 
is Poftible according to ploy, that the Diellin thefe fup- 
ee a i 
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pofed apparitions of the bodies and fubftances of dead men, 
may prefent true,reall,and naturall objects, certaine andaf- 
fured vnto the eye and fight, ifhe.can onely prefent thereto 
the outward liuely pourtraitures, and fhapes of the fubftan- 
ces or bodies, though the bodiesthemfeluesbe away. That 
the Diuel can doe this, is no doubt. For ifman by Art can v- 
fually diuide the outward fhapes, and figures of creatures 
and {ubftances, from rhe fubftances & creatures themfelues 
(asis apparent by the looking glaffe) and the cunning Pain- 
ter ‘can in another borrowed fubftance, feparated from their 
true,right and proper fubflance, reprefent perfectly the true 
and liuely fhape of men,and other creatures,euen when they 
arc not onely abfent, and remoued in farre diftant places, 
but when oft-times they haue many yeares beene fwal- 
lowed of the graue; why {hould it be thought impoffible vn- 
to the Diuell ( who certainely is more then exquifite Apelles 
excellent).to offer and-prefent ynto the eye likewife any 
true fhape whatfoeuer? 

Tf he can offer the true fhape (asisnot to be doubted) he 
doth offer a true and perfect obicét; ana therefore that 
which is.truely and certainely manifeft to fenfe , although 
{peech and the motion thereof, without another vifible bo- 
die to fuftaine it (being impoffible vnto fhapes and pour- 
traitures drawne by men) be things fupernaturall, and true- 
ly {piricuall, which doe therefore make it a worke proper vn- 
do the Diuell a south e a a 

And thus itis apparent, that the fuppofed apparitions, 
which the Diuell doth offer of dead men, may bee efteemed 
and reckoned among fuch fupernaturall workes of Diuels’ 
and Sorcerers as manifeftly. are brought to outward fenfe, | 

` Now let vs returne to view fome other kindes ofthe fame 
workes ofthe fame Authors. = 


~ Itis reported:by fome Writers of worthy credit, that the 
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bodies of Sorcerersand Witches haue beene really carried; 
and locally remoued from, one place into; another by the, 
Divelle f, a tia oA 4 EA 
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And of later times (as Bartholomeus de-Spina doth witnefle ) 
the inquifitions haue condemned vnto perpetual prifon,and 


there detained Witches, who by their owne confeffion, and 


others proofe,; haue by the Diuell been tranfported into fo 
farre diftant places, in few houres, that afterward it hath bin 
a trauell of many dayes,by their owne naturall power to re- 
turné againe from whence they were manifeftly by the diuell 
carried: tm ft page 
~ ‘Te is athing likewife written and vulgarly receiued, that 
Witches are oft-times feene bodily to haunt places, fields ,. 
houfes, graues, and fepulchers; in an vniuerfall and miracu- 
lous manner and wondred fafhion. Thefe things, and infi- 
nite more, whether true or no,cannot be knowne, but to hint 
that doth himfelfe behold, and can from his owne fight a- 
uouch them really true, and not imaginarie. To performe 
fome manner of afportation,and locall tranflation of the bo- 
dies of Witches and Sorcerers, it feemeth in reafon a thing 
whereunto the Diuell is not vnable:, om 

Firft, for that it appeareth within the power ofa Spirit, by 
the hiftory of the Prophet Habscuc,whom the Angel carried 
by the hayreof the head, out of Judea into Babylon, The na- 
turall faculties and properties of a Spirit, giuen in their crea- 


tion, and by their eflentiall formes vnited vnto them , the ° 


Diuell doth participate with all other Spirits whatfoeuer, 


though in his fall from heauen, he loft their true happineffe 
and perfect fruition in the face and fauour of G o p» his 


Creator. | 


è 
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Secondly, for that there are vndajibted examples in holy: 


} M: OUT Lae : 
Scripture of the dinels power in the local tranflation , not 


onely cf bodies inanimate : as fre, windes, tempefts,. . 


houfes ( as is apparent on the hiftory of Job) and of animate 


bodies alfo, or bodies of brute creatures(as is euidentin the ` 
herds of {wine which he carried headlong into the Sea) but ` 


likewife of the Bodies of men, as is cleere in the Gofpel, 
where itis faid, chat the Diuell did caft the bodies of the pof- 


{cffed into themiddeft of the people, Ifthe Diuel could caft, . 


or: 
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or carrie their bodies the diftance there exprefled ( whatfo- 
euer or how little fo euer it was ) it doth manifeftly proue 
his power, in the locall motion of mens bodies, although the 
fullextent of his power therein bee not neceffarily thence 
colleéted. Bas i 

Concerning the taking the body of our Sauiour, and fet- 
ting it vpon a pinacle ofthe Temple, Iwill not yrge,but doe - 
conclude vpon my former reafons fufficiently and neceffari- 
ly , that the Diuell, where God himfelfe doth not counter- 
maund, or prohibite him, hath power to difpofe and tranf- 
port our naturall bodies. I will not-cite a.multitude of Au- 
thors herein, and from them borrow needlefle examples. 
As fome may bee true, fo I doe not, beleeue ath,and very 
few I wifh trufted, where theproofe doth not manifeftly 
exceede all exception. | 

I conclude, that it is poffible,that fometimes the fuperna- 
rurall power of the Diuellin this kinde, asin other before 
mentioned,may appeare vnto outward fenfe manifeft , and 
the Witch.or Sorcerer befound’a voluntarie with him, And 
as is faid of this kinde, fo may be faid of many more befides 
thofé before mentioned. 

Concerning the manifeft fupernaturall workes done by 
Charmers, who isignorant ? Toomit the hiftories of Medea 
& ‘Circe thofe old famous Hags , who were feene by charmes 
immediately to caufe graine to wither vpon the ground; the 
current of waters to {tand ftill; the ftreame to runne backe 
againft the courfe, tempefts, raine, thunder, windes to rife 
and fall at their wordand command, foran aflured teftimo- 

= See Wen ied. gt +: 
nie of the true and reall harmes, which Charmers manifeftly 
vntó outward view andfenfedid ynto the ancient world ; 
isas yetextant fo many hundreths of yeates, the Law of the 
twelue Romane Tables, wherein was a Decree and Statute 
made to preuent and reftraine the manifeft wrongs and in- 
juries of Charmers.Alienas Segetesne incantato, faith the Law, — 
Alicnas Segetes in-cantando. ve.pellexeris, that is,Let no man 
charme hisneighbours graine, Let no man by charmes and 
a incan- 
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incantations carry away or tran{port anothers graine. There 

are many other true reports and records of other wonder- 

full works'and fupernaturall feates, all alike offered vntothe 

outward fence: Their enumeration or citation is not fur- 

ther needfull, Itis fufficient whatfoeuer or how many foe- 

uer they be, that they are workes {upernaturall, that they are 

manifeft to fenfe , that they are of the Diuell , and that the: 

Witch or Sorcerer doth manifeft his guilt therein, by volun- 

tary prefenting himfelfe therein, by manifeft yndertaking 

any part or office in the performance or by promifing , and 

according to promifecaufingto come to paffe. The reafon 

is infallible. He that doth vndertake voluntarily, doth pre- 

fent himfelfe and doth promife, and according to promife, 

caufe to be performed thae which is in anothers power, and 

impofsible vnto himfelfe , doth thereby neceffarily and vn- 

anf{werably prooue himfelfe to hauc an intereft, a power, a 

contract with that other, which for any man to haue with 

the Diuell, is fociety with Diuels, which is Witch-craft and 

Sorcerie, And-thus hath been declared, how the fupernatu- 

rall workes of the Diuell and Sorcerers may bee manifeft to 

the outward fenfe,and the true teftimony thereof, 

An obieétion here may be made,that many of the former 

workes may feeme manifeft to the fenfe, which indeed and 

truth are deceits of the imagination and illufion ; and there- ! 
“fore there can be no fuch certainty voto the outward fenfe, Thingsimagi- |] 
Iris truly *anfwered, He that-wanteth fo much true iudge- ned r et 

ment,as to diftinguifh when he doth fee a certain true obiect ae 
offered vnto his fight from without, and when he is incoun= thofe things 
tred only with a refemblance thereof from within his fancie which are reall 
and imagination, is difeafed in body or mind, orboth, and &tue obietts 
therfore isio competent Iudge or witneffe in thefe‘or any o+ °’ tae iepipe* 
ther weighty affaires, For hethatisin health of body, and | 
in the outward organes & inftruments of fenfe, and found in 

his reafon,iudgment,& vnderftanding, though fomtime the 
fogge andmift of deceiuedfenfe ; or fancy, oucrfhadow the 
brightnes of truc &-vndeceiued reafon for a thort time in him 
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yet it. cannotfo perpetually eclipfe it, butit will recouer 
his light and true fplendor againe, and truth wil fhine more 
excellently in the end out of that darkenefle. Thisis very. 
liuely feenc in the example of S. Peter, Ats 1:2. verfe 10.12. 
who-atfirt didthinke he had oncly feene the Angell which 
God fent vnto him to deliuer hin-outofbonds, inadreame 
or.vilion: but when afterward he was come to himfelfe, and 
his truc fenfe and reafon , hee then perfectly difcerned and 
knew that he was really deliuered out ofprifon by an Angel 
of God. E he 
If men could not certainely difcerne betweene that» 
which they do really fee,and that they falfely imagine in vi- 
fionsdreames and fancic,then were thelifeofman moft mi- 
ferable, there could be no certainty of truth, no excelling in 
knowledge or vnderftanding. Allmen fhould be alike yn- 
able to diftinguith , whether we liue in dreamesonly, orin 
wakefull deed. But the certain knowledge which God hath 
giuen vnto mankind in fo infinirekindes and meafures, doth 
proue the eminence ofreafon and vnderftanding aboue the 
intanglements and deprefsion of fenfe andfancie. 

There remaineth as yet another doubt, whichis, how 
thofe things which before were mentioned to be dpirituall 
& fupernaturall:can be fubiectin reafon vnto outward fenfe 
or be knownethereby, howfocuer by the former examples; 
itdoth fofeeme. Tris true that a Spirit anda Spinitnall work 
fimply in it felfein the owne nature and fubftance, cannot 
be feene by any bodily eyes, or be deprehended by. any out- 
ward fenfe. | 

Notwichftanding, as they doe mixe themfelues with bo- 
dily *fubftances, whichare fubie& to fenfe, by accident Spi- 
rits and {pirituall operations,are certainely tryed:and difco- 
ueredeuen vntofenfe. For how is it pofsible: that a Spirit: 
{liould mige it felfe in corporallthings, but the difcrepant 
nature thereof,and mighty difference, mutt produce and be- 
eet fome great apparent alteration , which alteration being 
beyond the:wonted nature of the one, doth proue es 
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fuperiournature inthe other ? For illuftration hereof, let vs 
borrow.an inftance from one of the forenamed manifeft Sor- 
ceries, Water is turned into bloud by a Spirituall power. 
The eye doth manifeftly fee the water,and as apparently af- 
ter fee the bloud’, and isa true and vndeceiued witnefle of 
both. Reafon and common {énfe doe know the-tranimutati- 
on to proceed frem an inuifible power, which appearing in 
vifible bodies, is by them apart feene, and doth detect an 
inuifible Author, becaufe an immediate effe& manifelted 
tofenfe, doth neceffarily in nature proue the immediate 
caufe, though hidden and vnknowne to fenfe, That inuifi- 
ble and fpirituall things may, by thofe things which are vi- 
fible and bodily.be conceiucd and difcerned, the holy Scrip- 
ture doth witneffe in thefe words ofS. Paul,Rom.1. ver{e 20. 
The inuifible things of God (fayth he) are feene by the vi- 
fible things , or by his workes in the creation of the world, 
which are vifible, 


It may be here demaunded, fince it is the propertic ofthe — 


Diuel, in his feeming miraculous contriuements and actions 
(though a limited and finite obie& creature of God ) yet to 
indeuour to counterfeit & imitate the moft high andmigh- 
tielt workes of wonder ofthe infinite Creator , thereby to 
magnifie, deifie, and equall himfelfe vinto God in vnbelee= 
wing and feduced hearts : Since, Ifay, this is his property, 
how {hall the fraile vnderftanding and capacity of man di- 
ftinguifh the maruailes of the diuell, fo liuely refembled 


thereto, from the true miracles , and truly miraculous works - 


of God, that thereby with more facility,and leffeiconfufion, 
induftrious miiides may difcouer the proper works and acts 
of the Diuel, and his aflociates, Enchaunters, Witches ,and 
Sorcerers? Firft, the true miracles of God being tranfcen- 
dent aboue all created power,and the immediate effects on- 
ly of a creating vertue, ‘Almighty God for his fole good will 
and plealure ‘doth vitally and ever difpenfe by the hands 
and through the adminiftration of holy men, Prophets and 
eApoitles manifettly calied of God.’ Secondly, the endand 
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{cope of Gods myracles,directly.and mainely:ayme and are 
bent at the glory of God, and the benefit of his people, not 
vnto any private end, any particular vaine end;tending to fa- 
tisfaction of priuace lufts and curiofitie. vo- - 

For this caufe the holy Apoftles vfed the gift of myracles 
not vnto any other ends,then vnto the confirmation ofthat 
holy Gofpel, which they preached and publifhed from God, 
neither did they therein afcribe ought vnto their own praife 
or glory, but folely vnto the praife and glory of God,and the 
good of his Church, ue « rant 

That this was their true end,and ought to bethefcope and | 
end of all that receiue-the power of myracles fromG o n, 
S. Panl doth witnefle and teach, 1:Cor.chap.x2.verf, 4353657: 
Now there are*(faith hee) . diuerfities. of gifts but the fame 
Spirit: and.there are diverfities of adminiftrations ; butthe 
fame Lord’: and there are diuerfitics of operations, but God 
isthe fame which worketh all in all. But the manifeftation of 
the Spirit is giuen to cuery thai to profe wirhall, | nerve! 

It is from hencemanifeit,that if any myracles:proceed from 
God as Author they are difpenfed by men, fan&tified by 
God,and who can and are able to,proue & iuftifie their war- 
rant from God: as.alfo that thefe men of God do folely pro- 
fefle and bend then:ynto the glory of God, and, the weale.of 
his Church, 'This:then is the fquare and) infallible rule by 
whichall myracles doe {tand ot fall, andare approued either 
to be of God, or conuinced.to be of Divels, .-. 7° |, A 

Lets then conclude this point, with thatexcelleng & di- - 
uine faying of Theephilast,ypon theo, chap.-of S. Lukes Prédi- 
catio miraculis.cs: miracula praedicatione [ay cinntur, „Multi enims 
Jepe miracula ediderunt per, Daemones fed eorum dottrinainonerat 
Jana, quamobrem corum miraculanonextiterunt a: Deo, Thatis, 
the word of God doth-eftablifh-& confirme,the. truth of my- 
tacles, and myraclesratifie,and iconfirme the authoritic)-and 
truth ofithe word.\Formany haue done myracles by the po- 
wer ofthe diuel bút their doctrine. was. corrupt & not found; 
and therefore theissnyracles.werenotokGod,.Wherefoeuer - 

my wi poa a thercfore . 
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therefore myracles or fupernaturall works fhall dare to fhew 
their heads, notcontained within thofe limits or compafte, 
thatis neither proued immediately from God himfelfe, nor 
mediately by him rcuealed imhis writ 8 word of truth, they 
åre iuftly to be fufpected to iffue from the enemies of God ; 
the Diuell, and euill Spirits, and therefore. their Authors 
ought to be accomptant therin vnto Tuftice, and all religious 
minifters and feruants of God and Iuftice, inthe mofi tia 
and feuereextent of Lawei And thus much concerning the 
manifeftation: of the fupernaturall workes of Witches and 
Sorcerers,vnto or through the outward Senfe, 
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The workes ofthe Diuell or Witches manifefito Reafon, or confe= ` 


quence of Reafon. - 


< Ll'doubts being cleared,it hath yndoubtedly appea- 
‘red how fupernacuralland fpirituall workes are ap- 
~< Jad parent to fenfe, It now followeth to declare, how 
likewife they are euident to 'Reafon, or neceffary to confe- 
quence ofReafon,: a T, s ~ pon 
~~-Thofe things are faid to be proper obiects of Reafon and ` 
virderftanding :which,being remote fré the immediate view 
or notice of the outward fenfes, are grounded vpon vniuer- 
fall-and intellectual! knowne pofitions,, propofitions , and 
certaine & vndoubted general notions, by neceffary collecti- 
olis or raciocinations, That we may build the foundation of |, 
this our Reafon or Raciocination ypon the infallible tru th of 
Gods holy Word which Mall neuer be fhaken : let vs for the 
detection of Witclres and Sorcerers, by reafon, and confe- ~ 
jucice of reafon; fyllogife dire@ly and immediately from ‘ 
God himfelfe,”.’ taal e 4 ii ». n r we į ; i 
C Thus faith Almightie"God, //aiab chap. 8. verfer9: And 
when they hall fayvnto you, Enquire of thofethat haue a — 
Spirit of Divination; and at the South-fayers; which mur - 
= CEE mure“ 
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mure and whifper , fhould not a people enquire of their 
God? Vnder this interrogatiue(fhould not a people inquire 
of their God ?) is vnderftood this affirmatiue; A people 
fhould enquire of no other Spirit, but of their God alone, 
From this holy text and writ, reafon doth aflume and col- 
le&t neceffarily, and truely. 
Firft,that many things are hidden from the knowledge of 
man, which are revealed ynto the fcience and knowledge of 
Spirits, Otherwife neither would man aske or enquite of 
Spirits (as hath been vfuall in all ages) neither fhould God 
haue occafion here to forbid the enquiring at Spirits. That 
the ignorance alfo of man in things knowne to Spirits,is the 
true, Firftand originall motiue or realon for enquiring at 
Spirits, is very plaine by the words of King Saul, 1.Sam. 
chap. 28. vere 15. God 1s departed from me (faith he ) vnto 
the vifion of Samuel, raifed by the Diuell,and anfwereth me 
no more, neither by Prophets, neither by dreames : therfore 
haue I called thee, that thou maift tell mee. what I fhould 
doe. ee 
Hereisamanifett graunt of knowledge in Spirits aboue 
men. Secondly,reafon doth hence collect, that all Spirits 
that doe fuffer themfelues to be enquired at, are euill Spirits, 
and therefore Diuels; becaufe Almightie God hath here ex- 
preffely forbidden the enquiring at any other Spirit befide 
himfelfe : and therefore good and holy Spirits will not, nor 
Ang¢liboni *¢can not difobey the commandement of God, nor counte- 
nonpoffunt nance or affift men info doing, Thirdly sreafon doth necefla- 
pas E Ta rily hence conclude, that fuch men as are enquired at for re- 
un Toh  uelations of things hidden fromthe skill and pofibjlitie of 
wondemnethat Knowledge in man, are Sorcerers ,; Witches, and South- 
white Magick fayers, aati. à a aa 
ar Theourgia, ~The confequence and inference of this reafon «is inft ;for 
whichislup- that to promifethofe things, or to vndertake thofe things 


a | Here t 
et ee which are out of their owne knowledge, and folely and pro- 


rence with _perlyin the knowledge of Spirits and Diuels,: doth mani- 
good Spirits- feftly prone inthe performance, their intercft, focjetic, and 
. con- 


~ 
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contras with Spirits and Diuels, which is Sorcery aad 
Witch-crafr, 

It may bee here objected, thatthere are fome men who 
affect to be reforted vnto, and to bee enquired at in things’ 
fuppofed hidden fromthe knowledge of man, and to be re- 
puted able vnto fuch Reuelations, though haply they pra- 
ctife to deceiue, vnder the colour or-pretence, of fuch abi- 
litie. 
Itis iuftly hercto anfwered, that this their: prefumption 
ought co be feúerely enquired into, whether itdoe talte of 
ought that is diabolicali, ofthe Diuell, or {upernaturall: and 
if nothing fo doe, yet in this grand caufe of God himfelfe, 


the religious iealoufie of the prudent Magiftrate ought to 


punifh their prefurnption, which dare affect to vndertake the: 
name or note ofa finne, fo odious and abominable vnto Al- 
mightie God, Letvs for better impreflion, againe repeate 
and iterate thofe things whichwere collected out of the pro- 
ounded text, 

Firft,that there is knowledgein Spirits of things-bidden, , 
and feparated from the knowledge of man, 

Secondly, that fuch Spirits-as are-enquiredat; and doe re- 
veale fuch knowledge vnto man, are Diuels, 


Thirdly, that men which doe practife to be enquired at: | 


for fach fuppofed Reuclations ,ought not onely to be iuftly” 
fufpected, and inquired into, but that if they be found there- 
withall,to know and reueale thofe things, which are indeed 
and really aboue and beyond the knowledge oftman, and 
are properly and onely in the power of Spirits; that then this 
doth infallibly proue their intereft, power, and focietie with 
Diuels, which is certaine and affured Sorcery and Witch- 
craft. 

And thushath reafon-drawne a demonftration out of the 
booke. of God, ofa certaine Witch, and manifeft Sorcerer, 
Let vs nowexercife our felues in the confideration, exami- 
nation, and tryall of fome particulars herein. . 

Who hath novheard of the name and mention of that fa- 
MOUS - 
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mous and renowmed Britifh Wifard Merlin, and ofhis high 
and great efteeme among Princes for his prophefies? Vnto 
his fore-fight and predictions, from many fore-going ages, 
the fuccefles and euents.of diuers Princes affaires, in their fe- 
ucrall raignes, haue been vfually by diuers times and hifto= 
ries referred, 
. For this caufe Mafter Camden, in the defcription of Gaer- 

marden-fhire, doth terme him the Tages of the Britans, 

Speede in his tractate of the ancient Inhabitants of great 
Britane ; as alfo of the life of Aurelius, eAmbrofius, and of the 
raigne of King Ioba, and of Heary the fourth, dothout of 
LMalmesbury , and others, recite diuers accidents & euents, ` 
in feuerall fucceeding ages, ynto his. oraculous: and miracue- 
lous illuminations, afcribed to haue beeneforefeene, fore- 
told,and knowne, Á 

If there be truthin thofe Oracles, and ancient fore-feeing 
Reuelations, they doe neceflarily inferre the affiftance of a. 
power,farre fuperiour vnto all the power of man. ‘Therefore 
whofocuer doth finde them true, muft.conclude their Au- 
thora Witch or Sorcerer. Neither hath the generall recep- 
tion,or opinion of Authors, been here-from different, who 
haue publifhed'him the fonne ofan Incubus, or the fonne of 
a Witch, begotten by the Diuell, As it isfaid of this ancient 
time-noted,and age-viewed Sorcerer 5 fo may be teftified of 
manyother, ~ iw 

What fhall wee iudge of thatinfamous woman, amon 
the French, called Zoaze of Arc,by others Jeane Pucellde Dren? 
Tehnde Serves, the French hiftorian,doth report,that fhee had 
many miraculous Reuclations, whereof the-King (then 
Charles the feuenth)and all his armie and men-of watre,were 
open wondering witneffes, and in thofe reuelations for the 
moft part,there.was found no leffe wondrous truth,then true 
wonder, ‘HK, 


. By her foie incouragement,and.-ftout affurance of fucceffe, 
built vpon miraculous revelations, the French profperoufly 
wacountsed the victorious En glifh .in-Franee y at feuerall 

times, 
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times, and againft all humane reafon, recouered their in rea- 
fon-vnrecouerable, and moft defperate ftanding, euen neere 
vnto the pit of vtter downefall, with more then vnfpeake- 
able amazement and terrour,ynto the fodainely confounded 
Englifh. 
-. Notwithftanding, at length fhee was taken prifoner by 
the Englith, executed and burnt for her Witch-craft. What 
fhall wee fay or iudge of other the like Authors, and broa- 
chers of fupernaturall reuelations and preditionsin other 
times? The fore-mentioned Hiftorian reporteth, that a Wi- 
fard foretold Duke Biron of his death, and that he fhould 
dye by the backe blow of a Burguignon, who afterward pro- 
ued his Executioner, being that Countrey man, 

~ Melantton out of Carion doth recite the mention of a wo- 
man, ofthe order of the Druides among the Tangri , whe 
foretold Dieclefian that hee fhould be Emperour of Rome, 
when he had firft killed aBoare , which prooued afterward 
one Aper, then an Vfurper , whichin the Latine tongue fig- 
nifieth a Boare, j l 

Suetonius writeth of-a Diuinour , who loug before wasa- 
ble to make knowne the death,and the manner of the death, 
and murder of JélinsCafare © Fe Di doie 
Philippe de Commines,in his 8, Book, Chap. 19. doth make 

mention of one Frier Hierome,and of bis many admirable re- 
ulations & predictions, coricerning the affaires of the king 
of France, which as from the Friers owne mouth,he himfelfe 
did oft heare, fo with his owne eyes he did-:witnefle and be- 
hold their iffue true. It was difputed whether inthefe tranf- 
cendent revelations the Frier were aman of God or no,aid 
itis doubtfully there concluded. iaaty Pe 

- Inthefelike revelations and prophe 
ny but :muft acknowledge! the manifeft, impreffiien: and 
ftanpe, ofmore then’humane Sciencé or demonftration, if 
we defire or affect more Specially to, viewe what our.owne 
Hiftories:at home afford : who can deny him a Wifard, ‘or 
Witchjwho as Ms Speede:and others :teftifie, in: the reig x sf 
elie | Richar 
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Richard: the Viurper foretold , that vpon the fame ftone 
where hee dathedhis fpurre tiding toward Bofworth fielde,. 
he fhould-dafh his-head imhis returne : which proued.accor~ 
dingly-truey when being flaine in battelli he was carryed na= 
ked out of thefield, and his head hanging low. by the horfe 
fide behinde his bearer did {mite vpon the fame {tone in re- 
paflage; where before in paflage. he had ftrooken his heele 
and fpurtes o E l geo ie a 
so TWVhat can be deemed lefle ofthe Author of that prophes 
cie in’ Edward the fourth; that is,that *G, fhould murder king 
Edwards heires, which G. vnderftood.of the Duke of Gloce- 


t 


ster, wastoo true. i, n. D e i, 
How cambelikewifeefcape the iuft {upition ofthe fame 
foule crime, from whoin originally or firftwas derived that 
prophecie or prediction. in Hewry the fift , concerning his 
fonne , asiyet then vnborne,. videlicet, that what Henry of 
Monmoith fhould winne ( which was Heary the fift) Henry | 
of wWindfor Thould lofe. (which was Henry.the fixt and his 
fonne)as it after came truly to paffe? 
But here may bee obiedted, that fince it is fayd by God ' 
himfelfe,.that-no.mvan ought toaske of any other Spirit, but 
of Godalone, things hidden and vnteuealed to men; //2.8. 
werfe 19. before'alleaged; and fince for that caufe it i$ not to- 
be doubted,that many things.may be reuealed by God ynto.. 
men, for this caufe and reafon(Tfay)it may be deemed & ob- 
jected, that fome of: the former .reuelations-and prophecies 
may be free from the imputation of Witch-ctaft; & Sorcery. 
he Feisvnant werably anfwetedtothis obieCtion : Firft, that 
‘all the revelations and prophecies which are of God, are euer i 
publithed by holy Prophets and:men of God , immediately 
-€alled: by: God-himfelfe;vnto thele their holy fiinétionsiand 
‘places, ‘Secondly, thofe:holy.y effels, holy: Saints:and fer- 
uaitsi of God; ‘which are-the publifhers of Gods reuelati- 
ons ot prophecies,doe-cuer auouchiand openly profeffe God’ 


‘himfelfe’ to bee Auchour thereof, from whom they-onely 
ielhyme, antioponly proclaime their immediate aridexprefie - 


TE 


i warrant: 
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warrant and commifhon , as appeareth by all the prefixions 
oftheir prophecies : Thus fayth the Lord, The word of the 
Lord, The burden of.the Lord, The revelation of. Iefus 
Chrift;and the like. Thirdly, the reuelations and prophecies 
which are thus deriued and fent from God, carry in them- 
felues fome manifeft {tampe of their authority and power 
from God, in fome fruites or effets correfpondent andan- 
{werable tothe nature, wil and pleafure of God,.and are di- 
reCtly and originally bent and intended vntothe glory of — 
‘God,and the.publike wele & good of his Church &#people. 
By thefe notes and infallible markes of Gods lioly pro- 
phecies and reuelations, may be euidently-difcerned.a cleere 
difference and diftinGtion thereof from diuelith predictions, 
and ’Sorcerous prognoftications, which therefore cannot 
fhrowde or hide themfelues ynder colour or.pretenfe therof, 
being duely and rightly expended, li (Catal ly 
Irmay be yet-further-obiected ,that fome learned and tru- 
ly religious feruants of God (though no publike Minifters 
of Propheticall functions or callings ) haue had fometimes 
their fpecial reuelatids of fome particular things,in which it 
were not only manifeftly iniurious,:but plainly & extremely 
ridiculous to accompt them Witches.: Itis true, and-cannot 
‘be denyed that Almighty God fometimes, by dreams,fome- 
times ‘by fecret prodigies doth admonith {ome his priuate 
feruants, goodand holy men, of fome things to come, for 
their own priuate & retiredreforniation, information or bet- 
‘ter preparatio ; but that any. prophecies or reuclatioris can be 
of God,that are obf{curely whifpred or caft abroad by any vn 
warranted or profane Authors , without any manifeft war- 


rant,cOmifsion,or authority from God,inthe vpright iudge- 


ment of all men that truly worfhip & feare thétrye:God;the 
the God of hoftes) is much irreligion.and profane credulity 
to ouch or affirmé. Nay, it isaltogecher contraty.and con- 
tradiftory, & therfore impofsible to God his miraculous re- 
uclations, vifions & ptophecies, ordinarily, or commonly to 
{erue or wait vpon the ordinary ends or-v{es of:priuate men, 
dl H2 = fince 
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Gnceall true miraclés and miraculous reuelations are euer in 
their proper nature and true end, folely attendant vpon God 
his immediate commaund and. word, vnto his extraordinary 
workes. To make it therefore ordinary, or a thing common 
or of cuftomary practice, to foretell or giue prediction of 
things to come, muft neceffarily proceede from the Diuell, 
fince the gift oftrue prophefie, and the Spirit of true reuela- 
tion is not fubieéted to the common or vfuall intentions of 
men; neither can profit or commodity or fale be made there- 
of by men at their pleafure , asis not ynwonted with all the 
difciples of Simon Magus , Sorcerers and Witches, in theis 
markets and fayrés made of their prophecies. and reuclati- 
gmi Wwe . fo + iy a). 
If then thefe whifpered revelations cannot be of God, 
then are they neceffarily of the Diuell. If they proceed from 
the Diuell , then by an ineuitable conclufion, thofe men are 
his inftruments ororgans, by whom or through whom they 
originally flowe, or are deriued vnto men and publifhed. 
It may be yet further obiected , that in men poffeffed by the 
Diuell, as were thofe men in the Gofpell , whofe bodies the 
Diuell did really rend and teare (in whom he did roare and 
crie out) whom he caft into the middeft of the people.Ict may 
be (I fay) obiected,that in tholé poffeffed and the like,there 
may bee revealed many things hidden from men, without 
che imputation or iuft opinion of Witch-craft or Sorcerie in 
them... ai.cclocee: iene “hottie F 
» That thismay bee;.is manifeft inthe Gofpell, where the 
Diuel in the poficffedvttered words of knowledge then hid- 
den from men, but by extraordinary revelation, when he ac- 
knowledged our Sauiour tobe Les vs.the Sonne of the li- 
cuing God, :This could notin any poffibility of mans reafon 
bee knowne-ynto the poffeffed’, becaufe it. was them butin - 
partrewealed vato the Difciples themfelues,who were as yet 
but learners themfelues and Scholers of that diuiniti¢e;'nei-. 
ther had the naturall man, or the world as yet fo much as ta- 
Red or fauoured any-notice thereofe < -3y ig GSE A 
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The like may be obiected concerning thofe that are obfef- 
(ed. call them obfeffed, in whofe bodies outwardly appea- 
ring no extraordinarie fignes or tokens of the Diuels corpo- 
rall prefidence, or” refidence in them {as was in the pofleffed Mafter Perkins | 


manifeft) yet are their mindes, ynderftanding, wils,and rea- in bis difcourle 
f Witch-craft f 


fome palpably obferued to bee befieged , captiued and in- ° 
chanted, by an extraordinary and more then naturall, or ra- M | 
ther an infernall muafion of the Diuels illufions, for the mag- likewife Wite | 
nifying and aduancing whereof, the Diuell doth oft-times ches vnto fuch |) 
mix-and temper them with fome rare and wonderfull reuela- withinwhom f 
tions, by or through the obfefled deliuered. ghe pun E 
From thefe obieétions both concerning the poffeffed,and a ee ig i] 
alfo the obfeifed, dothiffiea neceflary fequel, that prophe- Michoumloh 
cies and revelations are not alwaies infeparable teftimonies infpirethem [|g 
of a Witch. . within whom {il 
Itis truely hereto anfwered, that foly and fimply reuela- oe, Py- 
tions are not fufficient euidences, or conuictions ofa Witch, thonifeat  { 
or Sorcerer, but with‘differenceand diftinction, © = > 0 PhilippiAd& | 
Supernatural reuelations ynrequiredly transfufed and 16,16. | 
transferred'by the Diuel, doe not proue the perfons in-whom | 
they are found, to bee their owne free or defirous Agents in l A 
confent therein, butrather properly and truely tne Diuels i} 
Patients, and therefore it cannot bee their guilt, but his in- : 
trufion, vfurpation, and infidiation : but fupernaturall reuc- 
lations, in which any man fhall knowingly,and deliberately - 
confult with, or inquire ata knowne Spirit, and inioyning - 
the free libertie of his will, not depraved or corrupted by il- - 
lufions or difeafes, {hall with confent or allowance thereof 
entertaine, cornmerce conference or affiftance of Spirits vnto 
that purpofe ; fuch revelations(I fay )wherefocuer truely and ` 
duely detested, doe demon Rratiuely and infallibly point ou ` 
aWitchor Sorcerer. | ; | -or > 
- Although therefore the poffeffed ,or obfeffed are inftly ac- 
quite in their revelations and prophecies, becaufe tranfmit- - 
tedor fent vnrequired, and ynknowingly vnto them, ‘yet - 
cannot the Witch or Sorcerer bee any thing at all aduanta- 
bal ot H 3 ged a, 
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ged, or cleared in his reuelations, which are euer detected to 
be both by him affected (as is proued by his mercinarie fale 
therof} and alfo fore-thought and premeditate, as is euident 
by his promifed and couenanted vndertaking thereof,accore 
ding to conditions or agreement. | 

All obiections therefore, doubts and impediments remo- 
ued, let ys build a neuer-deceiuing,and inuiolate conclufior 
concerning Witches, vpon this neuer-failing nor .fhaken 
foundation: tharis, all fupernaturall reuelations or prophe- 
cies whatfoeuer that ifue not either immediately, and mani- 
feftly from God himfelfe (the proofe and touchf{tone where- 
ofhath been before touched, and briefely declared) orfrom ` 
the Diuellin the ignorant poffefled or obfeffed, or are not 
counterfeit and impofturous(which is likewife elfe-where in 
the due place confidered ) all other reuelations (I fay) what~ 
foeuer, not excepted nor included in one ofthefe, are vn- 
doubtedly iffuing from Witches and Sorcerers, and are 
certaine and demonftratiue proofes and euidences of Witch- 
craft and Sorcery, in whom they are- originally firft dete. 
&ed. And thus how Reafon doth cull and draw forth a 
Witch or Sarcerer, hath euidently beene cleared and de- 
clared, ` ” 


CHAP. VIIL 


Of divers kindes and manners , wherein Soreerersand Witches 
receine. knowledge from Spirits. i i 
f S AlmightieGod hath out-of the Text before men- 
tioned, /faiah 8. in generall made euident,whois in- 
fallibly a Witch or Sorcerer : fo hath hein other play 
ces.of Scripture manifeftéed foime of their feuerall kindes, ac- 
cording to the different fhapes and forines,in which they do 
enquire at Spirits for their knowledge and reuelations. 
This is apparent outofthe 18. chap, of Dewteronomie; verfe 
an 10, Let 
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yo. Let none be found amongft you that vfeth Witchcraft, 
What Witch-craftis; was before out of the Prophet J/aiah 
declared. toe Pere Da ee A ee 

Now in this-place doth follow theenumeration offome of 
the {pecial or particular fhapes in which they fhrowde them- 
felues, Let none bee found.among you (faith the Prophet ) 
that vieth witch-~craft:and immediatly after doth adde thofe - 
particular formes in which they enquire: A regarder of 
times: arnarker of the flying of fowles:.a Charmer :a Sooth- 
fayer, or that asketh counfell-of the dead: As therefore be=. 
fore’we proued, thatthe infallible true note of a Witch in- 
generall,and in common vato all'Witches,and Sorcerers, of 
what- kinde fo euer, isto bee enquired atin things hidden 
frorirmen (as is likewife by thofe words of Saul apparent, 
Sam.1.chäp. 28. verfe 7. Seeke mee a woman that hath a fa- 
miliar Spirit,that I may-goe to herand aske of her :) fo here: 
in this rext arereckoned vp fome of their feuerall fhapes, by: 
which in true & found reafon,and the due confequent there- 
of,we may. confider and colleét many other, though hot here’ 
numbred,.or mentioned.. | => Aka 

Forfince the common and ‘infeparable figne or marke of | 

Witches is certainely made knowne to bee , the practice of 
rcuealing vnto men that enquire thofe things which are hid- - 
den from'men, and onely reuealed by Spirits : it followeth 
by neceffarié confequent, -that not onely thofe which are’ 
here {pecially nominated,in that fhape ofmarking ofthe fly- 
ing of fowles,orof charming,or of raifingthe dead, but all 
other whatfoeuer, in what other fhape fo euer that is, hath 
or can be denifed, that :fhall bee'found to practife or ynder=. 
taketo be enquirediat, and. to-giue anfwere and: reuelation 
of things {eparated from the knowledge of man, and which - 
God hath hidden from men; ‘and therfore hath forbidden by 
Spirits to be made knowne tomen; all fuch(I fay) in whae 
fhape fo cuer; as well in thefé kindes bere named, are,accore - 
ding to-the.generall note of a-Witch, tobe iudged Witches ` 
and Sorcerers, = Mes. : 

Rinse ` i > | For: 
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Aftrologers. 
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For as the holy Scripture hath nominated and pointed out 
vnto vs fome few kindes, asa light onely vnto all the reft : fo 
may common experience by thefe bring others ynto our 


view, andall ages hauevpon the records of time and hifto- 


ry; left vnto fucceeding pofteritic, many memorable and fa- - 


mous Witches, not onely in thefe fhapes and formes fhrow- 
ded, which are here meation, but in many other. , 

Befides thofe kindes therefore,which here the holy Scrip- 
ture hath nominated, let vs take a fhort view of fome other, 
which are in other fhapes found (fince all are in their cõmon 
kinde and nature the fame, ) Itis no ftrange thing, that in 
the fhape , and vnder the pretenfe of Affrologie, {ome men 
haue hidden forcerous practice,and performing vnder the co- 
lour thereof fuch things as were onely in the power of Spi- 
rits, haue thereby cleerely manifefted, that they dertued and 
borrowed:them of Spirits. Saxo Grammaticus, in his hiflorie 
derebus Danicts, doth make mention of a fort of Wifards, 
who would vndertake for gaine,to foretell the certaine ftate 
and conftitution of weather to come fo afluredly, that they 
would.vfually fell ynto Marchants profperousand fortunate 
windes, when by aduerfe and oppofite gales they were de- 
iteyned from their intended voyage. 

This kinde of Sorcerer may very rightly be referred vnto 
that which-in the 18. Dest, verf. 10, is noted bya regarder 
of times, which perhaps may alfo not vnaptly be ynderftood 
a Magicall Astrologer, His performance aboue the nature and 
power of his Art, of that which is onely in the power of a 
‘Spirit, doth both detect the Diuel to be chiefe Auchor of the 
works, and the otherto be alfo guilty to the worke. 

That the profeffors of A/frologie haue in former ages vnto 
Affrologieioyned this diuelifh skill and caftome; as alfo o- 


ther kindes of Diabolicall Diuinations, plainely doth ap- | 


care, 


Firft, by the word of God, Daniel 2. verfe 2. wherewith 


s 


the Affrologers, the’ Caldeans, Magicians, Sorcerers and Ens. 


Liew a: ry 


sbanters are conioyned, vrerieD bas 
Secondly, 
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Secondly, it dothappeare by the Lawes, which by the 
Romane Empctours were prouided againft them iointly to- 
gether, with Caldeans, Magicians, and Southfayers. The 
vords of one ancient Law are, Nemo Arufpicem coufisat, aut 
CAMathersaticum, nemo Ariolum,Caldeums, Magum. ; that is, 
let itbee enacted or ordered that no man aske counfell of a 
Southfayer, a Mathematician, an Aftrologer, a Caldean, a 
Magician, Al è i 
Dion inthe 27.booke of Hiftory, doth make mention 
of Aftrologers, who by diuelifh skill practifed and vied to 
fend the Diuell to prefent “dreames vnto men in their fleep ; *This kinde af 
for which caule Tiberizs the Emperor reuenged himfelfe vp- Diuelis called, 
on fuch Aftrologers, though otherwife himfelfe a grear M#C9mUas., 
friend andlouer of Aftrologie, Sir ChriStepber Heydon inhis 
defence of iudiciall Aftrologic, doth out of Ofander recite = 
this diĝinction of Aftrologie ; * Astrologia para qua nihil habet * Page 27 
de Magia, that is, Aftrology that isnot mixed , norinter- 
meddiethwith Magicke. Wherby is neceflarily concluded, 
that Aftrology may be,and fometimes is impure and defiled 
with Magicke and Sorcerie, In other places of the fame 
worke, he maketh a difference betweene Aftrologers * fim- * Page 29 
ply.and fuch as with Aftrologie ioined Magicke, And out of 
Brentins he reciteth thefe words, Non negat Hierimias eam par- 
tem Aftrologia,qua fequitur manifeftas natura rationes; thatis, 
the Prophet Jeremy doth not deny or condemne that part of 
Aftrology, which is guided by manifeft reafon or caufein 
nature.Hereby then is ynauoidably concluded,that the Pro- 
phet of God cédemneth that part. of Aftrology,whichexcec- 
deth caufes & réafon in nature, & that.neceflarily muft needs 
be Sorcery and Magicke.;As it isnot obfcure,that fome men 
vnder the colour of Aftrology haue practifed Magicke and 
Sorcery 3 fo isit no leffe euident,that many-others,vnder.the 
pretenfe of aduifing and counfelling in Phyfcke of curation 
‘or prognoftication of difeafes, -hauelikewhe oxercifed the 
fame dittelif practices -)orcanez fel je orr soon 
_ That this hath beene -no new vpftart cuftome, themulti- 
Li A = tude 
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tude ofdifeafes , which ancient times doe regifter to haue 
been cured by enchaunted Spels, and words, and Magicke 
skill, doth plentifully wicnefle. The moft ancient father of 
all Phyficke and Phyficions, the incomparable worthy foun- 
derof Method-and Art, a Hippocrates, b Diofcorides, ¢ Thea- 
phrafius,with other fucceeding Ancients,do generally all ac- 
knowledge the force and power of AZagicall curation. Galen 
in his younger time gaue no credit thereto, butin the more 
aged d experience of right obferuatié he doth acknowledge 
it. Twill not Ruffe this {mall Treatife with the particular ci- 
tation of every Author. Later Phyficians alfo of the beftand 
moft choyfe note, doe herein, with former ages confent and 
concurre, and-experience doth confirme all truth in both, 
Whofocuet is acquainted with books and reading, fhal e- 
uery where meet a werld of the wonders of cures, by words, . 
by lookes; by fignes, by figures, by characters, and ceremo- 
nious rites, As what the practice of former ages hath beene 
is manifelt; fo what our age and later time doth herein af- 
ford,is almoft no where inthis kingdome obfeure, The nee- 
reft ynto that impudence , which herein this our time doth 
produce and fet forth, is that hiftory of a Germane Witch, re- 
ported in the Malleus Maleficarum. — l Upg. 
There was (as the Author of that workefayth ) fometime 
-a Sorcereffe in Germany, who v{ually cured not only all that . 
were bewitched, but all kinde of difeafed people, fo farre be- 
yondall power or courfe‘of Art and Nature, and with fuch 
facility, that all vfe ofthe Art of Phyficke, or of Phyficions - 
was altogether (for atime) neglected and forfaken ; while 
people from all Countries , both neere and remote, invfuch 
numbers and frequence reforted vnto her, that the Gouer- _ 
nour of that Countrey impofing vpon cuery man one penny - 
that reforted vito her, thereby raifed himfelfea mighty trea- 
fore, a Se ee ? IO 7 
What thers among'the moft ancient Authors, thatare . 
not Phyficians do publifh, concerning the power of iricanta- 
tions inthe curing of difeafesis néediofle to oe 
A0! si ww i at 
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hath read any few lines of old Homer, or of diuers other aged 
Poets, fhall finde plentifull record hereof. Herodotus is not f- 
lent herein. Butte omit all their needleffe teftimonies,Phy« 
ficians of thefe laft times, of the moft eminent note & worth 
(whofe pennes are yet fcarce drie ) doe witneffe the truth 
hereof from their owneknowledge , fight and experience. 
Abouethe reft,Fernelius de Abditis rerum caufis is worthy any 
mans paines or view. T 


Let vs now laftly fee what may bee collected aur ofthe - 


booke of God, concerning the power of the Diuellincu- 
ring difeafes, from: whom all thefe inferiour A gents, Wit- 
ches and'Sorcerers do derive their power and skill, Ifit bee 
in his power, where God doth permit, to induce difeafes, it 
muft needes be in his power to ceafe or calme difeafes; be- 
caufe both caufing and curing confiftin the vertue and force 
ofthe fame meanes, He therefore that knoweth how and 
by whar'caufe the difcafe is induced, doth neceffarily ynder- 
ftand, that by the remouall of that caufe itis cured, and ac- 
cording to that rule can equally, as well by the remouall of 
that caufe, cure,as by the induction of the caufe bring ficke- 
neffe. For this reafon it isa maxime in Phyficke infallible, 
that hee is the moftexcellent Phyfician, who knoweth beft 
- the-caufes of difeafes, and who vpon the knowledge of their 
true caufes doth found the right method of their curation. 
That the Diuell doth both know the caufes of difeafes, 
and alfo how by them to procure and produce difeafes,is ma- 


nifeft by the. hiftory of Job, vpon whom hee brought thas - 


grievous gencrall botch and byle ouer all his body, Job.chap. 
2.verfe7. That he did this by the force of caufes in nature, 
muft needes be evident : firt, becaufe.hee isa creature, and 
fubie&t-and limited by nature vnto and within her lifts; and 
therefore is not able abfolutely and fimply without caufes 
andmeanes in nature, to produce any effects in nature, al- 
though our ignorance of his power and knowledge(becaufe 


it fo farre excelleth our power ornature ) doth callallhis . 


workesiuftly fupernaturali. Secondly , for that byles.and 
$ m botches 


*Creatio eft 
conttitutio 
fubftantiz ex 
nihilo, Scalig. 
de Subt. Exera 
CH vj Scéil 130 


60 ` The Tryall of witch-craft, 
botches are’ knowne naturall difeafes sand therefore had nas 
tural) caufes, although haply ynknowne toary man dnd bes 
yond thenature otf kKnawledge orskillin nian, .1it er Soe! 


Thefe reafons of che Dinelsimpofbility, to worke thofe 
effects without nature are thus yet more briefly and cleerely 
made infallible. Of “nothing ‘timbly to produce any thing 
yntoa true being and exiftence, is thefoleand proper worke 
of an infinite Creator , and impoffible vnto any creature; 
Therefore the Diuell being.a creature,could nov bring thofe: 
difeafes vpon Zob, but by created meanes preexifting in crea 
red nature, 'in which he is contained and limited. And rhus 
much concerning that kinde of Witch and.Sorcerery which 
is enquired at -concerning the curing and iffue of difeafes, 
which we will conclude with this.note,. that all learned'men. 


of the beft experience haue obferued; that inthofeccures by 


Writemenand 
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Witches and Sorcerers, the Diuell hath neucr perfectly heas 
Jed, but for a timesor els where he hath feemedmoftperfedt- 
ly to cure, “it hath been for areferuatiomof thebody by him 
cuted, vnto a- greater-end further mifchiefesin’ time to fuc- 
-ceede. Befides, this kind of Witch, by meanesvnknown to 
man, or bya fupernaturall vertue in knowne means aboue. & 
‘beyond their nature, vndertaking to cure thefick,or to fore 
tell the‘event and iffues of difeafes, there is alfo anotherkind 
which doth vndertake to bee énquired-at forextraordinary- 
reuclation of fuch difeafed perfons,,as are bewitched-or pof- 
feffed by the Diucll. Thiskinde is not ob{cure,.at this day 
{wating inthis kingdom, wherof no man can be ignorant, 
who luferh te obferuethe vncontrouled liberty -& licenfe of 
open & ordinary refort in all places vnto.wife-mens & wife- 
women fo vulgarly termed fortheir reputed knowledge cé- 
cerning fuch difeafed :perfons.as are fuppofediito be bewit- 
ched,- pCa Pes y o l ofthe ee alt 
a Butit may be obieded, that many. of thefe twolaft men- 
tioned forts area ather deceiuers;:and Impoftors.onely, who - 
by an opinion of this power, and.not by any. reall power 
herein, do. deceine,feduce,and beguile the people, T hiscan -- 
+i bi _ NOE. 
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nótin fome be denied : notwirhfanding leaf impious im- 
pofture be ftii tolerated to bed a couert ro hide the manifeft 
dinellifh praGticc of Witchessyn der pretenfe thereof {wher- 
bynt hall ener contivue in this fhape negiected or vnipied) 
Lwil both bricfely gins jatisfaction how the one may be di- 

ftinguifhed from the other, and alfo declare how men cea- 

fing to enquire at Diucls and Witches, or Impoftors, may 

Jéarneto enquireof their: Ged alone, and by the lightofna- 

ture and reafon(which he hath giuemvnto.them )in his feare, 

with his allowance and approbation, more trucly and cer-- 
tainely informe them{clues.. 


s CH APh IA 
Of wifards and Impostors, how they differ from Witches. 


a 


g Ow Witch-craft in divers kindes may, according to 
i evidence of reafon, be detected, hath beene before Moe ae 
| Boinademanifett, How impofture may be difcouered ate 
(fince there is fo good vfe and necefatie of the diftinction oftenrantess3j 
thereof, for the more perfect feparating and fetting apart of praitigratores 
Witch-craft by it felfe) wee will likewile briefely make ma- p anuquis pi 
nifeft. ery —w i oa funt. Scag}! 
* The Impoftor ishe who pretendeth truth, bucinrendeth Raval 
falfhood. For this caufe fometimes vnder an holy pretenfe, ab co di&a, 
he maketh God the a Author of his vnholy preftigiation, and quod adulteri- $ 
flandereth God yntohis face. Sometimes to'be reputed an ae oe | 
b Angell of light, he maketh himfelfe aticenfe to counterfet Healt, Vipi 
the Diuell. He přopofeth ithistradetofeduce, and liueth by Impoforcs dis 
lying. Sometimes in fhew and-pollicitation hee isa Witch, cuntur verfuti 
butin the performance of the greater finne hee isleffe iuft, s es a) 
and in the perfonate refemblance folely a Iu ggler, For as the e ee i 
Witch performeth that which in true, and infallible reafonis-iiaas pro veris He 
tranfcendent and aboue nature; fo the Impoftor performeth fupponunr, ` f 
that which in falfeand fallible reafon and opinion,onely fee- y. urtius. 
meth parallel, > _ ) ee 14! 
E [2.23 
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* Polidorus 
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«Henceas Witches doe ftrange and fupernaturall workes, 
and truely vnto reafon worthy of wonder; fo the Impoftor 
doth things voide of accomptable reafon, in fhadow, fhew, 
and feeming onely fupernaturall , wondred and admired, 
And hence it commeth to paffe, that with vndifcerning 
mindes, they are fometimes miftaken and confounded * one 
for another, ! l 
From hence it is alfo neceffarily concluded,that as Witch- 
craftis difcouered bya fupernaturall worke aboue reafon, 
whereto the Witches confentis acceflary; fo an Impoftor is 
detected by a worke voide of accomptable reafon, but in a 
deceiuing falfe Vifar or fhew, wherewith the purpofe and 
intention of the Deceiuer or Impoftor doth concurre. As 
therefore the fufpeéted Witchis tyedto anfwere ynto an 
iuft doubt, which may bee directly vrged againft-his orher 
manifeft voluntary action, that is proued fupernaturall ; fo 
isa truely doubted Impoftor bound to giue fatisfaction, for 
fuch his ambiguous actions, as doe in likely reafon appeare 


fraudulent, vaine, preftigious, iuggling, couzening, or de- 
cejuing. And thus fhall each appeare in his owne true fhape 


apart, Of diuerskindes of Witch-craft, I haue here produ. 


„ced examples. 


Imay here likewife very pertinently,,for further illuftrati- 


-on,propofe fome examples of Impofture in generall, that the 


odioufneffe of this foule finne may appeare more foule, and 


the ougly face thereof may be more fully difcouered, 


Among multitude of examples, I will recite onely {fome 


few, whereof fome confift inlewd and guilefull contriue- 
ment of action, other in the bewitching power of falfepro- 
-phecies, revelations, predictions, and prognoftications, 


Concerning the firt, who can be ignorantof the impious 
and infamous Impoftures of AZahomet,who by guileful coun- 
terfeit miracles,and pretended angelicall illuminated works, 
firt magnified and fet vp that heathenith * Empire, and Re- 
ligion of the blafphemous Turkes? jy i's 
“The Hiftory of Sebaftian , the pretended Portugall King, 


as 
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as it is fet forth by Joha de Serres, according to Mafter Grim- 

flones tranflation thereof (if he were a true Impoftor indeed, 
and were not iniurioufly traduced, and blurred with vnde- 
ferued reprech) is an incomparable example, aboue and be- 
yond many other, Iwill referre my Reader to the Author 
himifelfe. - 

If wee defire more neere or domefticall examples herein, 
behold,in the raigne of Henry the feuenth, *a boy of meane 
parentage, through impofturous machinations oppofed, fet 
vp and crowned King in Ireland ,again{t that famous and re- 
nowned Prince Henry the feuenth, putting him in great dan- 

er ofhis lifeand crowne of England. : 

In the late raigne of Queene Mary, there arofe an Impo- 
ftor {tiling himfelfe Edward the fixth. The danger of the pro- 
greffe ofthat Impoftor (ifit had preuailed ) who knoweth 


* Speede. 


not? The manifeft wrongs, iniuries,andimpeachments alfo ` 
from counterfeit prophecies, renelations, and predictions, - 


iffuing not onely vnto priuate men and families, but vnto 
kingdomes, Empires, and common-weales, are infinite, 


Iulian, an Emperor of Rome, though otherwife a mighty ~ 
and learned Prince,and'valiant fouldier, bya prophecie ofan » 


Impoftreffe or feeming Pythonifle, promifing his conquelt, 
and triumph ouer the kingdome of Perfia, was thither hafte- 
ned ynto his deferued death, andthe vengeance of God vp- 
on his infamous Apoftafie, | 

It is reported by Zohn de Serres the French Chronicler,that 


thie power and force of fome pretended reuelations, and vi- - 


fions of.a yong Shepheard, in the raigne of Charles the fe- 


uenth King of France, was fo preualent, that it perfwaded — 
Pothon that great & famous French Captaine, with the Mar- - 
tiall of France, .toarme and incounter the then victorious < 


Englifh in the bowels of that kingdome; by which vnadui- 


fed attempt, the French were fupprifed and taken by the - 


Enghfh, 


It is recorded by the fame Author, that one Martha Broo > 
fer, counterfeiting the fits and paffions of fuch as were pof- — 
> FIR ieffed 
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feffed;in fhort time became fo powerfull in illufion, that fhe 
miniftred much matter ofavonder and amazement,not onel 
vnto priuate men, but vnto the Kings Counfell, to Preach- 
ers in pulpits, yea vnto the whole Parliament, vntill the 
counterfec Diuell induring fome punifhment and reftraint, 
forfooke his pretended pofieffion, 

If we require examples in our own country, behold,in the 
raigne jof Edward the fourth, his brother George * Duke of 
Clarence, was haftened vnto his yntimely death, euen by the 
allowance of his brother King,vpon the feare of avaine and 
Aying prophecie, that’ G, of King Edwards heyres{hould bee 
the murtherer. 

In the time of Henry the eight, the holy Maideof Kent by 
her feeming miraculous reuclations, deceiuing not onely the 
common fort, but.euen diuers learned and feenemen of the 
bef ranke, and prime note, ftirred vp in the King great ica- 
louGe,and feare .of his Crowne and fafety, as by the records 
of her attaindour.dothappeare, wherein doth ftand proued 
and fentenced her treafon-fome impofture of moft dange- 
rous confequent, ifit had obtained equall ifue. 

Jn the fame kings raigne, the bewitching efteeme;credix, 
and hope of force and vertue in counterfeit predictions, and 

rerended reuclations, whet the ambitious heart of Edward: 
* Lord Stafford, Duke of Buckingham, firft into high Treafon, 
and to reach at the Crowne, and after from thence thruft him 
headlong or headleffe into his graue. 
Inthe raigne of Edward the fixt, there was 2 prophecie 
diuulged’ from the mouth of fome pretended Wilard; by. 
which the coniuration of Kett, & thofe Norfolke Rebels, was: 
hartned and encouraged to proceede in their rebellion ‘and: 
outrage, vnto the great danger & damage of the kingdome; 
and inthe end vnto their owne deftruction. . That blind pre- 
tended prophccie:, in. the infidiation of. vaine and credulous 
mindes, was fomewhat like vnto that ambiguous Oracle iit 
Viil Eidda y Ag YO.) aang aie o 


aey ` 
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Aio,te Æacida Romanos vincere poffe: l 


I fay, the fonne of Aacus the Romane power fall quell. 


‘This Oracle may on-cither fide indifferently, either ace 
tiuely or paffiucly.be vnderftood. Like ynto it was that pre- 
figious prophecie, which the rebellious Norfolcians with 
their Kert trufted : 

Hob, Dic, ad Hic with elubbes and clouted [hoone, 
Shall fill up Duffin-dale with flaughtered bodies foone. 


‘The Rebels vnderftanding this blinde reuelation, or pre- 
di&ion, concerning the-victory wherein they themfelues - 
fhould bee Agents and not Patients, (as -afterward their 
owne ruine did truly interpretit) and-dreaming the filling 
vp of the Dafiiz-dale to be intended of other mens dead bo- 
dies, and not their owne, were thereby incited with furious 
courage, vnto the hazard of the kingdome and cheir native 
Countrey , vntill their owne mangled and flaughtered car- 
cafes became butchered foestacles, and bloudy monuments 
of fuch iilufionand impofture, t 

How many other feareful & horrid treafons haue bin built 
and grounded vpon other the like prodigious impoftures?To 
recite the damages & wrongs done ynto priuate men by im- 
pofture inmanitold kinds, were infinite, What fhould wee 
mention Prior * Bolton of St, Bartholmewesit London , whoin 
the raigne of Henry the èight , vpon the impreffion of an v- 
niuerfall worlds floud , grounded ypon pretended miracu- 
lous prediGtions, ridiculoufly buildeth hinsfelfe an houfe or - 
'neaft on the top of Harrow hil, to faue himfelfe trom drow- 
ning? — | i E J Se: 
_ What mighty terrors did the’ wicked impofturous pre- 
dictions of ftran ge cuents inthe admirable yeare 88. firike 
intothe c6mon people ot wulgars of England? from whence, 
what different diftraGions in tnany priuaté men did bring 
forth,to relate, were iuft matter of profound laughter, What 
tranflations of dwellings, perégrinations into ‘other Cownt- 
pens K tries, 


*Philippe de 


Coramines, 


66 ` ThT yyall of Witch-craft, 


tries, exchange of inheritances for monies, and other ridieu- 
lous ‘extrauagant molitions did the approach of that yeare 
diuerfly prepare ? I will not wafte paper in any more * parti- 


booke 4-chap. cular recitals :. Our later age and ‘time hath not been barren 


10, taxcth our 


of many wicked and harmefiul fruits of impofturous prophe- 


Englith Natié cies, neither hauc they altogether efcaped the eye of Iuftice, 


for the multi- 


tude and vani- 


ty of flying 


nor the blurre of infamy written in theif names and chroni- 
cled memory. And although many impoftures(becaufe pra- 


Prophecies in Gtifed vpon private and more obfcure perfonages) are lefle 


this kinde. 


knowne and publifhed , then fuch as are committed againft 
Princes and States,and therefore are more remarkable in the 
eyes ofal men,yet are they both equally in their natures per- 
nicious: It were notnow impertinent from the declaration 
of the mifchiefes of impofture in generall, to defcend ynto 
fome fuch in particular , as are practifed vnder the lying pre- 
tenfe and falfe colour of a tranfcendent and Magicke vertue, 
In examples of this kind, Reigvald Scott doth ouer-abound in 
his difcouery.. It is not vuknowne vntomy owne proofe, 
how vfuallitis with many,by the reputation of a Witch on- 
ly , impofturoufly to promife and vndertake the miraculous 
curations, and prognoftications of difeafes and their iffues 5 
wherein, for breuity fake, and to auoide confufion, andthe 
crambe or iteration of the fame things, I wil referre the Rea- 
der to a former Manuell by my felfe publifhed , where, al- 
though , by reafon of my abfence beyond and befide the Er- 
rata , many errors both in fome words and fenfe doe fill re- 
maine; yea there are many things in this kinde worthy no- 
tice. Reade page 71.the Treatife of Wifardss likewife , in 
the fecond marginal note of the pag. 58.an hiftory of a Chi- 
surgeon, famous in curing fuch as were bewitched : Like- 
wife, pagé 109. 110.111. an Hiftory of impofture , vnder 
the colour and pretenfe of the infpection and iudging of V- 
rines sand likewife, page 6o,and from thence ynto the end 

of that whole Chapter. T 
Theré is a very rare, but true, defcription of a Gentlewo- 
man, about fixe yeares palt,cused of diuersckinds of convul- 
| i fions, 
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fions, andother apoplecktike, epileptike, cataleptike, and 
paralytike fits, and other kinds of accidents of affinitie ther- 
with, After fhe was almoft cured of thofe difeafes , but the 
cure not fully accomplifhed, it was by a reputed Wifard 
whifpered, and thereupon beleeued, that the Gentlewoman 
was mecrely bewitched, fuppofed Witches were accu- 
fed, and after executed. "Hic Gentlewoman hath been free 
from allthofe accidents there mentioned , the {pace of -fixe 
eares now paft, 

In this laft paft feuenth yeare, fince the writing of that 
hiftory, fome of the former fits are “critically again returned: * Plurime au- f 
the fame Wifard or Deceiuer reforted vnto and enquired at, tem palsioncs 
doth now againe auouch her to be bewitched; vpon opinion PYSt ya 

: ate : e = an n fep- 

whereof and truftin his illufion, the timely vfe and benefit of tem menfibus, 
due counfell hath beene much omitted and neglected. Her nonnullean- [| 
difeafes which formerly, far exceeded thefe which now aré, num 117.Hipp. | 
in number,frequence and vehemence, were in fhorter {pace Nhe 7 
cured , and fo continued the {pace of fixe yeares together. Jane TA A 
Thefe fewe which now doe returne , due counfelland time narijrationem | 
neglected though being in number fewer,leffe intricate, and haber Crifim, | 


aa 
? 


farreleffe violent, haue notwithftanding a farre larger {pace non feptenarij 


i 3 : quoad men- 
of time continued. {es modo, fed 


If that Counfeller or vndertaker to counfell , be a Wi- cuoadannos. | 
fardin name and reputation only (as I doe geffe and deeme Galen, in di&ú f E 
him) then. is this Hittory an incamparable example andin- 4pherilm. 
ftance of the wickedneffe, impictie and cruelty of impofture 
and Impoftours. Ifhe be found a Witch,then isit an vnan- 

{werable euidence and inftance of the Diuels iuggling,lying, 
illufion and deceiuing, wherof we made mention and proofe 
before inthe queftion or doubt conceftiine: Pythagoras real- 
ty in two places, For, in true realon and iudicious difcer- 
ning, itis as cleere as the brighteft day, that no accident be- 
falling the Gentlewoman mentioned , can be other then na- 
turall, or farther fupernaturall,then either the Diuels credit 
witha Witch, oran Impoftors credit with deceiued and fe- 
duced men is able to inchaunt-perfwafion ynto vain affiance 
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inthem. Iveferre the Reader tothe confideration of the bi- 
Rory at large, with’that which here is added : I will only ex- 
horcall men not to bein thofe doubtfull cafes, too violent, 
nor rafh ia asking or beleeuing vnworthy or worthleffe. 
counfell but to aske it of fuch as are truly and godly learned 
and prudent, and not of lImpoftours or Seducers, confide- 
sing that the confeuences of rafhnefic, miftaking crror and 
ignorauee, arenolefle then the life ordeath-of the ficke.,.a 
putting out ofthe eyesand light of reafors, which God and 
lature hath giuen man to walke'withall in the darke pilgri- 
mage of this Te a depriuation of due remedies-which God 
hathallowed ( while beguiled with vaine and foolifh opini- 
on, with wilfull blindneffe, they worthily efieeme not, nor 
will expect his grace and fauour therein. 
Affuredly,he that doth giue vp himfelfe to become a prey. 
to folly and illufion,and led by deceiuers headlong into con- 
fufed,vniuftifi abie, vnwarranted and inhibited-explorations 
and trials, doth forfake the guidance and vie of right reafon, 
and in Read thereof, is intemperately diftraéted with impa- 
tience of expectation of due refpect and. efteeme of Gods 
ordinance and allowance ia his ordinary meanes, may iuitly 
feare that God hath decreed and determined, not onely ta 
difpoyle him of hat common blefling which he hath promi- 
fed to all that duely feek, and rightly vfehis allowed means; 
but alfo that hee Ieaueth him vnto the curfed path and way 
of perpetual] blindneffe‘and hardneffe of heart therin; except 
his {pecial and extraordinary diuine grace in time reduce his 
dangerous fteps. For certainely he vnto whofe blinded eies 
God doth offer fo great mercy and favour, asis plainely eui- 
dentin all his-ordained.ordinary meanes, ynto euery good 
that befaMerh man inthishife, and: wich thankfulnefle can- 
not or will not behold it,. when itis layd at his vnthankfull” 
feete , is ina defperaté way of a lethargicall difpofition:, or 
fenfelefle memory and oblivion , both ofthis reafon,and of 
himfelfe, & of Gods mercifull goodnes towards him.: And 
ihus the yglineffe of impofture both by the defcription ther 
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of, and alfo by example doth appeare, wherein may bee firft 
feene, how they that truft thereto doe forfake God, them- 
{elucs and their owne common fenfe and reafon, and giue 
themfelucs to bee {wallowed vp of lying and illufion, Se- 
condly in the whole courfe of impofture it felfe,is f{cene the 
continuall practice of mercileffe impiety , the vfuall wrong 
of che afflicted, the belying of truth, the deceiuing the mi- 
ferabie, the deprivation of the:ficke,.of the vfe of Aie reme- 
dies and meanes which God hath made & blefled vnto men, 
that with praife vnto his name, patience & due dependance 
vpon his prouidence therein, can be contented to feeke and 
expect the likcly anil hopeful iue thereof,in vfual!l courfe of 
nature, Laftly, may be collected, and obicrued, the vfe and 
neceflitie of diftinction betwecne Impofture and Witch- 
craft; namely,that the odious & abominablc finne of witch- 
craft be notfuffered to continue, vnregarded or neglected, 
ynder the: colour of vaine Impofture,and thatthe Diuell be 
not {uffered to liueamong{tvs,too commonly, & too open- 
ly, in the coate and habice of afoolifh Impoftor, or Iuegier, 
For certainely nothing-doth more hood-winke the through- 
difcouery of Sorcerers;then remiffencfic and omiffion ofin- 

vifition;end-cafligation of Impoftors, dut of whofe leauen 
Cno doubt ) but diligent animaduerfon, might oft-times » 
boult out many afubtilland concealed Witch... 
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Hiv men may by reafonand nature be fatisfied, concerning fach’ 
as are indeede and truely bewitched, . ee 


r 


T followeth now, according to promife,briefely to point ` 
-ynto direction, how men:lcauing to enquire at Witches 
k -& Sorcerers, & Impoftors concerning the fick, fuppofed 
to be bewitched, may enquire and be better fatisfed bythe - 
light of Reafon, which God hath given ynto thems Reafon 
ert É Kz doth: 
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_doth detect the ficke to be afflicted by the immediate fuper- 


naturall power of the Diuell, two wayes : The firlt way is b 
fuch things as are fubicct and manifeft vnto the learned Phy- 
ficion onely : the fecond is, by fuch things as are fubiectend- 
manifeft vnto a vulgar view. 

Thofe things which are manifeft vnto thePhyficion alone, 
are of two forts. The firft is, when in the likenefle and fimi- 
litude ofa dileafe,the fecret working of a fupcernatural pow- 
er doth hide itfelfe, hauing no caule or poflibilitie of being 
in that kinde or nature. The fecond is, when naturall reme- 
dies or meanes according ynto Art and due difcretion ap- 
plyed, doe extraordinarily or miraculoufly either lofe. their 
manifeft ineuitable nature, vfe, and operation, or elfe pro- _ 
duce effects and confequences, againft or aboue their na- 
ture, The impoffibilitie of either of thefe in vfuall or ordina- 
rie courfe of nature, doth certainely proue an infallibilitie of 
a {uperiour nature, which afluredly therefore muft needs be 
either Diuine or Diabolicall. 

This conclufion concerning the infallibilitie ofa fuper- 
-naturall mouer, from the like affumption, the learned and 
worthy preferuer of reuerent antiquitie, Mafter Camden, in 
his defcription of Chefhire,hath truely inferred vpon the mi- 
raculous prelufions, and prefages, euer and perpetually fore- 
running the death of the heyres of the houfe-or family of the 
Briertons. Thefe & fuch like things (faith he)are donc either 
by the holy tuteler Angels of men, orels by Diuels,who by 
‘Gods permiffion mightily fhew their power in this inferiour 
world, 

Whenfoeuer therefore the Phyficion fhall truely difcouer 
amanifeft tran{cending power, manner, or motion in any 
fuppofed difeafe, there is an vndoubted conclufion of the 
Author. Where likewife remedies finde concomitances, or 
confequences contrary totheir nature,or fuch as neuer were, 
nor ever can be contingent in courfe of nature : this affump- 
tion truely granted, doth inuincibly inferre a tranfcendent 
farce and-yertue, therein neuer tobe denied, ~ >=. 


Thus 
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Thus how difeafes, and the wonderfull accidents which 
oft happen in difeafes, may bee by the Phyficion dete&ed, 
aecording ynto the rule of reafon, whether induced by the 
Diuell or no, is briefely pointed at. 

How the guilt of any man therein with the Diuell (which 
doth onely conuince a Witch) may and ought appeare, hath 
been before declared, and fhall likewife hereafter be further 
made cleare. | iy? 

It will not now be immaterial! or vnprofitable , for con- 
firmation, illuftration, and better proofe of thofe two wayes, 
which are diftinguifhed to be onely fubiect,and manifeft vn- 
to the Phyficion, in the detection of the fecret workes of Di- 
uels and Witches in difeafes , to produce one or two exam- ' 
ples of both, | 

Concerning the firlt, Fernelins in hisz. booke De Abd» 
Rer caufis cha, 16. delivereth a hiftory ofa yong man of a no- 
ble family, who was by a violent conuulfion in an extraordi- - 
nary manner long time tormented.Diuers learned Phyfici-- 
ons remained long time deubting and vnfatisfied, both in — 
the caufe of this difeafe, as alfo of the feate or place where 
the caufe,with any fufficient reafon might be iudged fetled, - 

Behold very pregnant inducements of the finger of the Di- - 
uell, mouing in the difeafe. One was the incredible velocitie 
of motion in the difeafed, impoffible vnto the force ofman: 
the other was, for that in all the fits and conuulfions, though 
very ftrong and yehement, his fenfe and vnderftanding re- 
mained in thedifeafed, perfe® and nothing obfcured or in- 
rertupted,which in conuulfions according vnto natural cau- 
fes was neuer feene, and is impoffible, | 

The force of thefe reafons to euince the prefidence of the 
Diuell, in the manner and motion of the fore-named difeafe, . 
the Diuell himfelfe did fhortly after iuftifie, declaring and 
profeffing himfelfethe:Author thereof in plainely exprefled 
words., ` l 

`: Inthe fore-named booke and chapter,there is another re- 
port or relation ofa man fodainely furprifed, with anextray - 

; ordinarie ~ 
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ordinarie fafhion, or fhape of madneffe or phrenfie, wherein 
he vetered and reuealed things hidden, and of profound fei- 
ence and reuelation, not onely aboue the pitch and power of 
naturall capacitic, and the forgerie of fained extafie, but re- 
ally in true and vpright iudgement, and ynpartiall difcer- 
ning beyondall queftion and exception fupernaturall. The 
fequel after made it good. Thefe examples are fufficient vnto 
men that are wile, and with whom reafon hath authotritie, I 
doe not affect vnaduifed multiplication herein, fulpecting 
many biftories,and reports of diuers Authors, 
The poffibilitic of thofe whichare here produced , befide 
the vnftained credit ofthe Author, is apertly confirmed by 
the holy Scripture, where, in the Lunatike the Diuell mani- 
felted himfelfe by actions, onely proper and appropriate vn- 
to the power ofa Spirit: fuch was his cafting the Lunatike 
into the fire, and into the water;his violent rending and tea- 
ring him, which were things impoflible yvnto the power and 
nature of the Lunatike himfelfe, or ofhis difeafe alone. | 
The man poffeffed among the Gadarens, Math, 8. Mark, 5a 
Luk, 8.likewife doth eftablifh the fame, who was knowne, 
and feene euidently, not tobe fimply or folely difeafed, by 
thofe vndoubted workes, andthat finger of the Diuel when 
he eafily brake in peeces thofe iton chaines wherewith the 
Lunatike was bound : fothat no force thereof whatfoeuer 
could hold or binde him; as alfo when he vttered and f{pake 
that more then humane vnderftanding and reuelation of Te- 
{us Chrift to be the Sonne of God: a knowledge ás yet vn- 
communicated yvnto mankinde, and vnto reafon impofiible, 
Concerning the fecond way of detection, fubiect vnto the 
Phyficion alone, namely, when naturall remedies aptly ap- 
plyed,are attended with fupernaturall confequences , con- 
trary co-theirnature, or-aboue'the fame, out ‘of the former 
Author, anë fore-named placeithere is an example alfo withe 
out farther Rraggling of vnqueftioned eftimatien, -A cer- 
caine man there mentioned, vehemently ‘burning-and thir- 
fling, and-by intolerable heate compelled to feeke any mi- 
i tigation, `. 
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tigation, or extinction of his heate and thirft, in want of 


drinke or other fitting liquor, happened to finde an Apple, _ 
inthe moifture and naturalliuice whereof, hoping the vfu- 


all fhort refrefhing of the tongue, he, afterthe firit tafting 
thereof, immediately found ( not onely that which was con- 
trarie to the nature ofan Apple, greater burning and thirft 
then before) but hadinftantly his mouth and iawes fo faft 
clofed and fealed vp thereby, that he hardly efcaped ftrang- 
ling. 

The reafonable doubt of the latitation of the Diuel,in this 
faire, harmeleffe, and vfuall remedie of the tongue , thirft 
and drincfle,was afterward made more euident and manifeft 
by the fodaine and fwift obfeffion of his minde, with fright- 
ful vifions,wherof as in the difpofition, temper, fubftance or 
qualitie of his braine or body,there wasno ground or caufe, 
fo in the Apple it felfe, was no other pernicious mixture,but 
thatthe Diuel, as with Judas Sop, though wholefome and 
fauing in it felfe, fo in this medicinall fruit,entred and poflef- 
fed where God permitted. The like may be faid of other both 


outward & inward remedies, which by a Magick power are | 


and may be oft interrupted,turned and bent yntoa yfe con- 
trarie to their nature. — 
For this caule Hyppocrates himfelfe in his booke de facro 
morbo, cr de natura muliebri, doth acknowledge many acci- 
dents, as alfo difeafes and remediesthemfelues to be diuine, 
as hauing their caufe and being aboue the courfe of nature. 
When therefore fitting vnto any caufe, matter,or humour in 
the body, according to true Art and Reafon difcouered, apt 
and fitremedies, are aptly & fitly by the iudicious Phyficion 
applyed, notwithftanding, contrary to the nature and cu- 
{ome of fuch remedies, they haue extraordinary , voufuall, 
and iuftly wondred effects, is there not iuft matter of doubt, 
concerning an vnufuall, and an extraordinarie caufe anfwe- 
rable thereto? The deepe and myfticall contingents in this 
kinde, and their hidden reafon and caufe,the vniearned man, 
or heethat is not exercifed in difficult difcoucries, cannot 
L | difcerne, 
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difcerne, nor can the intricateand perplexed implications 
therein, of doubts and ambiguities poffibly, become intelli- 
gible in every ordinary apprehenfion ; yet by the former ca- 
fie and familiar example, euery man may gefle and conie- 
ature atthe moft abftrufe, The fubtilty of the Diuell doth 
cafily deceiuc a vulgar thought, and inthe cloudes and mifts 
of doubts.and difficulties beguileth vfually the dinme fight 
and difquifition, 

The learned Phyficion, notwithftanding poffeffing true 
judgement and learnirg ; who doth and can warily obferue, 
and diftinguifh firft the wonders of nature vnknowne vnto 
euery mediocrity ofknowing: fecondly, the true wonders 
aboue nature in due collation with nature to bee knowne, . 
doth not cafily or rafhly with vulgars , erre or runne madin 
the confufion of vaine and idie feruples. The wonders of na- 
ture, are fuch naturall difeates as are ifeene in their wondred 
and admired fhapes or mixture , to haue a great likeneffe or. 
deceiuing identity with fuch maladies,as are inflicted by the 
Diuell, Fhe wondersaboue nature, are fuch difeafes, as are 
truly and vndoubtedly knowne and proued to haue no con- 
fiftence , or power of confiftence, or caufe in fublunary na- 
ture, 

Of the firt Iwill heere cite no particular examples, be- 
caufe I haue both formerly n.a former Manuall, delivered. 
briefly fome of their generali** defcriptions , denyed by no 
man that-in ancient time was, or at this timeisa iudicious 
and learned Phyfician, as alfo divers of their * particular Hi- 
ftories inthe perfons of fome ficke men knowne vnto my 
felfe. i z 

Of the fecond it is heere needleffe to propound any 
more particulars then thofe aboue mentioned , which Ie- 
fteeme for the generallilluftration fufficient. In true and 
right decifioni& diftıinétion ofthe one from the other,multi_ 
plicity of confideration and circum petion ought diligent. 
ly attend the intricate maze and labyrinth oferror,and illy. - 
fon in their deceineable likenefles, whereby the Diuell, for 


his. 
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his owne aduantage,and the perdition of feduced and begui- 
ledmen, doth fometimes cunningly hide his owne workes, 
and the diuelifh practices of Witches and Sorcerers, from 
their due deteGtion and punifhment; fometimes to infnare 
the guiltleffe and innocent,dothiugglingly feem to do thofe 
things which Nature doth iuftly challenge, not as his, but 
as her owne, in iuft ballance weighed, Itis moft certaine, 
that the Divell cannot poffibly mixe himfelfe, or his power, 


with any inferior nature, fubftance or body, but the alterati- 


on, by the coniunction of fo far difcrepant natures, in the vn- 
changeable decree of the vniuerfall nature of all things, ne- 
ceffarily and ynauoidably produced, muft needs witnes and 
manifeftly detect it in the great and mighty oddes, This is 
very evident and apparent in all the fupernaturall workes 
of the Diuell, before mentioned in the generall difcourle of 


this {mall Treatife or worke, whether fuch as were decla- | 


red manifeft to fenfe, or fuchas were cuident to reafon; 
whether fuch as were affected by the Divell himfelfe, with 
the confent or contract of a Sorcerer or Witch, orfuch as 
were without their knowledge, fociety, or contract perfor- 
med by himfelfe, All thofe fupernaturall workes of both 
thefe kindes were therefore knowne tobe fupernaturall, be- 
caufe they were aboue dnd beyond any caufe in fublunarie 
nature. The like the learned Phyfician may certainely con» 
clude, concerning difeafes inflicted or moued by the Diuell, 
For itis impoffible that the finger or power of the Diuell 
fhould beein any malady, but fuch a caufe muft necdes pro- 
duce fome cffe&t like it felfe,where true and iudicious difcer- 
ning is able to finde the infallible, certaine, and vndeceiued 
ftampe of difference. Thus farre hath been briefly declared, 
how the Phyfician properly and by himfelfe doth alone enter 
into the due confideration & examination of difeafes (where 
is iuft occafion of queftion) whether naturally-or fupernatu- 
rally inferred. How vnfirit is here toadmit cuery idiot for 
a Phyfician or Counfellor.( as is too common bothin thefe 
and all other affaires of health)let wife men iudge, 
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Certainely from hence itcommeth to paffe, that moft 
men for ever liue in perpetuall confufion of their thoughts in 
their cafes,and as aiuft iudgement of God againft their care- 
leffe fearch and neglect of learned and warranted true coun- 
fel, all certainty & truth herein doth ftill fly farre from them. 
For as in thefe ambiguities is requifite and neceflary, a lear- 
ned, iudicious , and prudent Phyfician ; fois it as neceflary 
chat hee finde thofe that neede herein aduice, truly and con- 
ftantly obedient vnto good reafon, temperate and difcreete, | 
not mutable vpon euery vaine and idle proiect to ftart away, 
and to bee tranfported from reafonable, juft, and difcreete 
proceeding, vito yncertaine, vaine, and Empiricall tryals, 
fince wifedome, knowledge and truth are neuer truly found; 
but onely of thofe, that with diligence, patience, and perfe- 
uerance fearch and feeke them out, It remaineth now to 
come vnto the fecond way of detection of the bewitched 
ficke which was before faid to confiftin fuch things ‘as were 
fubic& and manifeft vntoa vulgar viewe, as the firft ynto 
the learned Phyfician alone. As ofthe firft, fome few exam- 
ples haue been propounded , fo of the later let vs alfo viewe 
other fome. 

In the time oftheir puroxifmes or fits, fome difeafed per- 
fons haue beene feene to vomit crooked iron, coales, brim=- 
ftone, nailes, needles, pinnes, lumps of lead, waxe, hayre, 
fRrawe, and the like in fuch quantity, figure, fafhion and pro- 
portion,as could neuer pofsibly paffe downe,or arife vp tho- 
tow the naturall narrowneffe of the throat, or be contained 
in the vnproportionable {mall capacity, natural fufceptibi- . 
lity and pofition of the ftomake. Thefe things at any time 
happening, are palpable and not obfcure to any eye without 
difficulty, offering themfelues to plaine and open viewe. 

Thefe like accidents Beninenius , Wierus, Codronchius and 
others alfo , euen in our time and countrey, haue publifhed 
to haue been feen by themfelues, Some other ficke perfons - 
haue , in the time ofthe exacerbations of their fits , fpoken — 
languages knowingly and ynderftandingly, which in former 

Z time . 
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time they did neuer know, nor could afterward know a- | 
gaine : as Fernelius a learned Phyficion, and beyond excepti- | 
on worthy credit, doth witneffe coucerning a Sicke man | 
knowne to himfelfe. j i 

Sdme Sicke men alfo haue revealed and declared words, H 
geftures, actions done in farre diftant places, euen in the ve- | 
ry time and moment of their acting, doing, and vttering,as | 
Thaye, knowne my felfe in fome, and as is teftified likewife | 
to haue beene heard, knowne,and feene by divers witneffes ii 
worthy credit in our.*countrey, in diuers bewitched Sick *Seea Trea- i 


people. + £ tife of the Wits 
Asthefe examples are manifeftto any beholder, which ae ~ War: phi 


fhallat any time happea to view them:fo are the examples of . | 
the firftand fecond kinde enident to the reafon and ijudge- > 
ment of the learned and iudicious Phyficion, and all doe 
therfore certainely detect and prouea fupernaturall Author, 
caufe, or vertue, becaufe they. are manifeft fupernaturall 
effects. E 
Thus haue wee pointed out briefely, the detection of the 
bewitched Sicke,both by learned Reafon proper vnto the iu- 
dicious Phyficion, and alfo by common {enfe and reafon in 
all men. 

Ifmen more at large pleafe to exercife themfelues in 
due confideration and proofe heereof, they fhallfinde more. 
certaine and found fatisfaction and fruit, with the bleffing . 
and allowance of God, then can iffue out of the mouthes of 
Sorcerers & Witches, which God hath curfed, and difallow- 
ed, and in whofe hearts and mouthes,-the Diuell is oft a ly- 
ing Spirit. om ; | 

It hath been briefely, and yet fufficiently herein proued, 
that Almightie God hath giuen ynto Reafon light,whereby ` 
reafonable, temperate and fober mindes, through circum- 
fpedt care and diligence, may fee and behold whatfoewer 
is truely -poffible, or iuftfor man to know, withthe fauour 
and allowance of Gods grace, inthe detection and difcoue- 

sie of the bewitched Sicke, Whofoeucr therefore fhall con- - 
s x L3 temne 
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cemne, or negle&t this light, and fhall aske counfell of Di- 
uels and Witches, the open and proclaimed enemies of God, 
doc certainely relinquidh their faith, and truft in God their 
Crestour,and their patience and dependance vpon his pro- 
uidence. | 

And although it may fometimes fall out, that profpe 
rous iffue doth feeme to follow the counfell of the Di- 
uell, yet doth ic behooue men to be wary, and not prefume , 
left it proue onely afweert baite, that by a fenfible good, the 
Diuell may draw their bewitched defirous vaine mindcs yn- 
to an infenfible damnable hurt. For certainely, hee who will 
rather be beholding vnto the Diuell, for his life or health, 
then chufe to die in the gracious and mercifull hand of 
God his Creator, can neuer expect to participate any pore 
tion of faluation in him. | l 

Thus much concerning the reafonable difcouerie of the 
bewitched Sicke, wherein leauing to enquireat Witches, - 
Sorcerers or Impoftors,vpright men,that loue or feare God, 
or imbrace Religion or common reafon,may and ought con. 
fine and fatisfie their juf defires, . 


The produttion of the workes of Witches and S orcerers, unto the 
puolique feate and cenfure of luftice, 


E hauc hitherto confidered, how the workes of 

Diuels and Witches may bee both manifett to 

Scnfe, and euident to Reafon, They haue in their 

diuers kindes and different performances and manners di- 
ftinGly beene inftanced. Befides thofe kindes which haue 
been mentioned, there may be innumerable more, among 
which are thofe who-yadertake and are enquired at, to res, 
ueale treafures hid, goods loft or conueighed away, the 
workes and guilt of other Witches, good fortunes,and cuill 
te for- 
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fortunes in diuers affaires, deffeignes and attempts ; as alfo 


_thofe who vndertake by inchantment, toleade captive the 
wilsand mindes of men, vnto extraordinarieand vnreafo- 
nable defires or lufts, hatred or loue vnto, or againft this or 
that perfon, or this or that particular thing aboue or beyond 
the naturali power of refiftance,arid the force and vfuall gui- 
dance of naturall reafon,ir the ordinarie courfe of mans will 
and nature : but they areali included in the fame ecnerall 
kinde, and common proofe-of their diuellifhimpietie, de- 


riucd from. the word of God before alledged vnanfwera-- 


bly,and the true confequence of Reafon from thence. 

“The differchce that is in their divers kindes, doth onelya- 
rife from their feuerall fubiects, manners, ceremonies, and 
rites,according to their feuerall differing contradts with thie 
Diuell : {osne vfing in their workes,reuelations or oraculous 
anfweres, ofthe demand of reforting people in one manner, 
fafhion, ceremonie, gefture, and rite ; fome in another, and 


fome in none atall, certaine,or vnchan geable. 


Concerning thefe ceremonies, with their feuerall cona- 
tracts, and the manners thereof I will not write, partly, be-- 


eaufe in this place not much materiall ;'partly, becaufe they 


are difficult to detect, except by the Witches owne free con~ 


feon, which. happeneth very rare and feldome ; partly ,be- 
caufe they tend more tothe fatisfaction of curiofitie then of 
vfe,and therefore are not without fome danger publifhed, It. 


hath now been manifefted by the word and mouth of God, 
vnto the reafon of man, how a Witch or Sorcerer may eui- 


dently appeare vnto right Reafon; namely by his voluntary 
-yndertaking to be enquired at, for knowled ge and reuelati- 
onoffuch things as are hiaden by God from all knowledge 
of men, andare folely and properly in the knowledge of 
Spirits. l i i 
The reuelation being found fûpernaturall, doth. difcouer 


the fupernaturall Agent or Author the Diuell, whofe proper | 


act whatfoeuer man doth vadertake in part, or in whole, 
muftneceflarily buy or borrow from him, and thereby bee 
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$a The Tryall of witch-craft., 
conuinced vndoubtedly of contract with him, 

We haue produced diuers forts of noted Practifers like- 
wife of this inhibited contract , bothin the holy Scripture 
expreffely nominated, andalfo by their ordinarie common 
cuftome herein obferuedin feuerallkindes. - 

Concerning them all, we will conclude as a corallary vnto- 
all that went before, withthe teftimonie and confirmation 
of Lucius Apuleius that famous,expert , & learned Magicians 
in bisbooke de eAureo Afino, from his long preofe and ac- 
quaintance with the Diuel : Demones (faith he) prafident Aa- 
guris, Arufpicys, oraculis, Magorum miraculis, that is, the Di- 
uels are chiefe prefidents, haue chiefe power or authoritie 
are chiefe Maifters, Guides,or Rulers ouer Diuination,or re- 
uelation by the fignes taken in flying of fowles , of diuina- 
tioa by infpection of the entralls of beafts, of Oracles, and 
ofall the miracles or miraculous workes of Magicians. They 
that will not beleeue the holy Scripture, nor the teftimony 
of fo many men and ages, that the Diuell isthe fole Auther 
of vaine miraculous reuclations, diuinations and workes, let 
them credit the Magician his owne mouth. l 

As we hauc hitherto viewed,how Witch-craft and Wit- 
ches may be, firft,by fenfe manifeftly detected : fecondly,by 
reafon evidently convicted: fo let vs now confider,how they 
may be both produced vnto the barre of Iuftice, and bee ar- 
raigned and condemned of manifeft high treafon againft 
Almighty God, and of combination with his open & pro- 
feffed enemy the Diuell, 

Concerning the firft, fince it chiefely confifteth in that 
which is manifeft vnto the outward fenfe, if the witneffes of 
the manifeft magical and fupernaturall act, bee fubftantiall 
fufficient, able to iudge, free from exception of malice, par- 
tialitie, di@raction, folly, and if by conference and coun- 
fell with learned men, religioufly and induftrioufly exerci- 
fed, in iudging in thofe aftaites, there bee iuftly deemed no 
deception of fenfe, miftaking of reafon or imagination, I fee 
no true caufe, why it fhould deferue an. Ignoramus, Or NOt be 
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reputed atrue Bill, worthy to bee inquired, ‘asacafe fit and 
mature for the fame due triall, which Iuftice, lawe, and e~ 
quitie haue ordained in common ynto al other righctull hea- 
rings, and proceedings by witnefleand teftimonie,although 
itis likely to proue a rare plea or caufe, becaufeinreafon not 
too frequently to be found, and farre leffe in it felfe common 
or viuall, thenis vulgarly reputed, It might notwithftan- 
ding, haply be more‘oft detected, if more diligently.accord- 
ing to reafon inquired, 

The fecond kinde of Witch by euidence of reafon difco- 
uered, is farre more frequent then the firft, as appeareth by 
the varieric and multitude of names, which it hath branded 
vponit, andthe diuerfitie of kindes and fafhions which it 
hath puton, Itis likewife more eafily detested and proued, ` 

A {upernaturall worke or reuelation being firft made true- 
ly manifeft (lch prepofteroufly we haply call a furmifed, or 
falfely fufpected offender into.queftion, before any offence 
be apparer:t or knowne; which is an vuiuftiniury, and wor- 
thy of rebuke and fhame with God andiuft men) afuperna- 
turall worke orreuelation (I fay) being manifeft, any mans 
guilty contract therein is proued , by his vndertaking to be 
enquired :at therein, 

That vndertaking jikewife is eafily knowne and difcoues 
red by thofe that haue inquired, The foundation of this way 
of inueftigation ofthis Witch or Sorcerer , isthe Word of 
God it felfe before recited, and iuft and truereafon built 
therevypon, cannot fall or be fhaken. 


Thus hauing brought thefe’prifoners to the Barre, I there 
arref{t any farther progreffe, and leaue them to Juftice, tothe © 
decree & fentence of the reuerend, graue,and learned Judge, 
and fo proceede to the third promifed way of inueftigation, 
and inquifition of Witches and Sorcerers, according tolike- 
ly prefumption, probableand artificiall coniecture, 

But before we arrive ypon that point, itis neceflarie,that 
firft a materiall obieCtion be fatisfied, That is, inthe fore~ 
mentioned Judgement of fupernaturall workes of Sorcery 

. M manifeft 
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The Tryall of Witch-craft, 
manifeft to feafe, how can any true teftimony or witneffe be 
required or expected, fince doubtis made, whether really or 
truely , or deluforily and in feeming onely , many or moft 
things of chat kinde, are feene or heard ? Heretois anfwered: 
Asa truc fubftance is feene not of it felfe imply , but in and 
by the outward true figure, fhape, proportion, colours and 
dimenfion inherent therein, and infeparable there-from; fo 
the truelikeneffe, refemblance and pourtraivure of that fub- 
ftance, when feparated from that fubfance, isas truely and 
asreally feene: Therefore, experience doth fhewe vs, that 
the fame eye which faw the fhape, preportion , and figure, 
together with the true fubftance , dothas perfecily both fee 
anc know it, whenit is feparated from the fubfance by the 
Art of the Painter. | | 
Asin the true miracles of God , wrought by the hand of 
his feruant Mofes the true and vndoubted fubftance of a tru- 
ly created Serpent, was feene when it was changed froma 
rodde, by the outward proper and inherent fhape: fo as tru- 
ly was an outward pourtraiture and likenefle of Serpents 
feene , in the falfe miracle of the feeming tran{mutation of 
the Sorcerers rods. Forhow could religion or reafon con- 
demic thofe miracles of the Diuell for illuGions , ifthe liuely 
refemblance of miracles appearing manifeftly vnto the eye, 
had not thereby made them knowne? Foran example,or il- 
lu@ration, how is aiugeling deccit knowne but by the eye ? 
The fight is fayd to be deceived therein. Therefore it doth 
fee that which doth deceive. Reafon likewife comparing 
that which was feene, with that whichis not feene ;.that is, 
the counterfait with the trie fubftance, doth proue the 
counterfait che prefent obiedt: of the fight. The fame eyes 
thereforecharfawe, inthe trué miracles of AZofes, the fub- 
ftance of a Serpent by the true infeparable inherent fhape, 
fawe likewile the true iniage and-picture of a Serpent, in the 
falfe and {ceming miracles of the Enchaunters of Egypt. The 
te(timony of the prefentation of both vnto the eye, isas true 
as truth it felfe ; becaufe the word oftruth hath fayd it, That. 
T ; the 
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the Diuell isas powerfull asthe moftexcelient Painter, to 
reprefent any the moft true and linely likencfle of any crea- 
ture,is in reafon cleare, and hath beene alfo before proued, 

- Therefore a truc teftimony may be truly giuen, and inflly 
accepted or taken of a liuely fhape, figure, likenefle, or pro- 
portion, really prefented (by the Art of the Diuell) vnto the 
eye. All the doubt then remaining, is to puta true difference 
between that which our imaginatid doth reprefent vnto ys, 
from within the brain,and that which we fee without by the 
outward fenfc. This difference wil beft appeare by an exam- 
ple. Fervelins in his firt book, cap. 11. de Abd.rer. canf.doth 
make mestion of aman,who by the force of charms, would 
coniure into a looking glafle certaine fhapes or vifions, 


which there would either by writing, or by lively prefentati- 
ons fo perfeétly expreffe and fatisfie , whatfoeuer he did de- 
maund or commaund vnto them, that eafily and readily it 
might be diftinguifhed , and knowne by ftanders by. This 
Fernelius doth report that he fawe himfelfe. What fhall wee 
fay herein’? Was this Duuelifh pra&ice a thing doubrfull ? 
Was it not manifeft to many eyes, diuerfity of beholders,and 
the iudictous view of a learned and difcerning fight ? It 
therefore could not bea mecreimagination , but was a true 
outward obiect. Thofe things which are mecrly in imagina- 
tion (with thofe men whé difeafes deprive not of their fenfe 
or reafon) are byright reafon and true fenfe, after a fhort 
time of their preualence, cafily detected to be imaginary;but 
thofe things which are truly, really, and ĉertamely feene, re~ 
majne the fame for euer after in their due reception of fente; 
with vndoubted and vnchanged allowance of reafon. 

Hence it is,that a man ina fleep or dream,thogh fora fhort 
fpace, hedoth oft-times verily,really, and very feelingly (as 
it were) thinke himfelfe in many actions and employments; 
yet when he awaketh from fleep; his-feife and reafon do tell 
him hee was butina dreame. Many ficke perfons likewife 
viually, though waking, dreame of things falfely imagined, 
but the difeafe being gone, and their fenfe and reafon therc- 
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84 The Tryall of Witch-craft, 
from recouered, they them know and laugh at the fallacies of 
their imaginations, By thefe fhort inftances itis apparent, 
that it is not a thing impofsible, but vfuall and familiar ynto 
all kinde of men that want not their common wits,to diftin- 
auifh betweene thofe things which are only imimaginati+ 
on,and thofe which are reall and indeede, . | 
From hence we may then truly conclude, that againft the 
acts of Sorcery and Witch-craft manifeft to fenfe,the due te- 
ftimonies of vnderftanding ,difcreete,and iuftmen, ought to 
bee no leffe equiualent then againft any other open acts, or 
crime whatfoeuer, whereof the Witch of Exdor may ferue to 
{hut vp and conclude alf doubt for eucr herein, for an vnan- 
{werable inftance and proofe. She acknowledgeth her guilt 
and crime might be made manifeft vato Saw in thefe words; . 
1. Sam,28.9, Wherefore feekeft thou to take me ina {nare; 
to caufe meto dye ? Saul likewife himielfe doth grant ynto 
her, the fufficiency-of his teftimony to eaufe her to dye,verf. 
g.in thefe words, As the Lord liueth, no harme fhall’come 
vnto thee, for this thing : meaning; by-his teftimony of her 
fa&,no harme fhould come vnto her, But here may be obie- 
&ed,that it was not his teftimony ofher fact ofraifing the vi- 
fion of Saul, which the Witch did feare, but his teftimony of 
her confefsion of her felfe to be a Witch, by promifing to vn- 
dertake it. The contrary-is maniteft by the Text, verfè 27: 
See,thy hand-mayd hath obeyed thy voyce, and I haue put 
my foule in thy-hand, and haue obeyed the word whch thou 
faydft vntome, And thusis the doubt concerning the fuffi- 
ciency of teftimonies and witnefle in cafe of Witch-craft fa- 
tisfied. It now remaineth as was promifed and intended, that 
we next view thatlight vato the difcouery of Witch-craft, 
which artificiall comecture , probable reafon and likely pre- 
fumption.do afford, fince what fenfe and reafon haue made 
sanifelt is already declared... Tis ~ 
i GCG.H'A Pi. 
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CHAP. XII. 


That Witches and Witch-craft may bee difconered by probable 
reafon and prefumption, — 


S from things evident to fefe, and mapifeft to rea- 

i fon, there iffueth a certainety of vndoubted know- 

A dedge: foin things that carry onely probabilitie, di- 

ligence doth beget and produce verity and * truth of opini- | 

on, Hénce it commeth to paffe that he who tritely knoweth, “Opinio vera | 

and knowingly can diftinguifh and difcerne’the validitie, ia aes il 

ciature, difference, and right vfe of probabilities, doth moft ex Dakar. 

feldome in his opinions miftake or erre. D 2 pronunciatis, 
Hence alfo it commeth to paffe,that according to feuerall Arift. in lib. 

meafures,and degrees of diligence, ftudy,practice, and exer- aE 

cife of iudging in probabilitres,men doe diuerfly differ, fome" 

excelling other in the merited {tiles and attributes of fubtil- 

tie, Policy, Sagacity, Exquifitenes, It is true, that in proba- 

bilitic, is no perpetuall * certainty :notwithftanding,hethat *Certumeft, | 

warily and wifely weigheth it, cannot in the vncertainty quod nunquam | 

thereof but finde more certainty, then in blinde and vnlike- aliter fiat, pro. [ i 


ly cafualtie;then in rafhattempts and profecutions, voide of i Taa Ti 
counfell,or likely reafon. Ru, Cicek. 


- For although fometimes thofe things which feeme moft 
likely and probable,doe happen to proue falfe, yet doth na- * Probabilia 
ture and reafon teach and inioyne vs rather to giue credit int, quæ pros 1AE 
thereto; & experience doth manifeft that the caufe of decep- id ~ ve | 

: - ' ibus, auc plus 
tion therein, for the moft part doth confift in the weakenefle mis, autcerte 1H 
of mans iudging thereofaright. For in indging of probabi- fapientibus, & } 
lities, are great odds, fome things onely feeme probable to is finon pluri- f 
fach as ate ‘ wife, learned, expert, fubtill: fome vito the pa es i 
moft exquifite Iüdges alone : {ome to euery vulgar ; fome to Te tiag d 
the choife and beft fort of Vulgars, and not vnto all ; and in ta Sapientia, >` 
thefe differences doth neceflarily breed much errorand mi- Arsltes, 
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flaking. Notwithftanding, the vertue and force of probabi- 
litie it elfe, imply doth not deceiue, or viually faile, butas it 
is diuerfly and differently conceined by men, that oft pro- 
ueth falfe, which feemed likely, Varem hune perhibemus op- 
timum, faith Cicero, qui bene conyciet, virat is, wee auouch and 
afirme that man to be the belt Prophet òr prognofticator of 
iffues to come or happen, who hath the power and skill of 
right and true coniecture, which euer confifteth in the ex- 
quifite perpenfion of probable inducements, 

What is among men moreadmired, or more worthy to 
be admired, then this art, this skill, this power? Who doth 
not know what vie, allo what bencfit doth arife thereby, 
both vnto the true warrant and allowance of action, andal- 
fo vnto the maintenance, and iuftification of right opinion, 


in counfels and deliberation? As in all other faculties and fci- 


ences, theexcellencie and neceffitie thereof doth brightly 
fhine: fo moft apertly vnto common obferuation, it doth 
proue and manifeitit felfe inthe two feuérall profefsions of 
the Logician and the Oratour. 

The Logicianin his difcrepations and queftions, concer- 
ning doubts and ambiguities, by the diligence of fubtill dif- 
pute, from the light of probabilitie, rectifieth the vnflable - 
Huctuation of vnconftant opinion, and produceth through 
mature difquifition, and raciocination, what is moft fafe, 
moft confonant with truth, to hold, affirme, or bee per- 
{waded, ; 

The Oratour in his coniecturall ftate or queftions, in his 
pleas of doubtfull and controuerfed facts, or rights, wherein 
oft-times probabilitieand likelihood feeme to ftand equall 
and vnpartiall vnto both parts: notwithftanding by mature, 
acute, and {eafonable preffing, and vrging that which:is 
moft like , moft reafonable, and confonant withtight, with 
iaw and equitie, in the end doth bring into light,and difeo- 
ver, what ismoftequall, vpright, and worthy-to be credi- 
ted, or refpected. What evictions of truth and right, what 
conuictions of guilt and errour doe dayly ifue from hence, 


comno 
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common experience doth proue and demonftrate, 

‘Thus much bricfely prefixed in generall, concerning the 
seceffitie,light and truth of probabilities ; it now remaineth 
to confiderthe vieand power thereoflikewife, in our parti- 


cular propofed fubiect of Witch-craft, which common fenfe ‘ 


doth nor onely iuftifie (as in all other fubiects but the word 
of vndoubted truth. 

Almiughtie Goed,in cafe of Idolatrie, doth not onely pub- 
lifhand proclaime his deteétion of that great finne it{elfe, 
but therewith doth include whatfoeuer hath any probabili- 
tic of refpect, or reference thereto ; whether in affection and 
inclination,or in ceremonic or fuperftitious fhew. This is eui- 
dent, Deut. 18. ver.9.where he firft forbiddeth his people fo 
much asto imitate, or doe after the maners of the Gentiles; 
and afterward particularizeth their making their fonnes and 
daughters to paffe thorow the fire. Likewife Les, 19.ver.27, 
28. where he forbiddeth as muchas the cutting of his peo- 

les heads, or the corners of their heads round, or marring 
the tufts of their beards,or marking or cutting of their flefh, 
as was the manner of Infidels and Gentiles, in their mour- 
ning and lamenting of the dead. Likewife Dent. 16, verfe 
21. where hee forbiddeth fo much as the planting of any 
Groues of trees neere his Altar, becaufe it wasthe cuftome, 
inuention, manner, and re{emblance of Idolaters, 

Asin cafe of Idolatry, foin cafe of Witch-craft, which is 
likewife a kinde of Idolatry , becaufe the worfhip of Di- 
uels, Almighty God in thofe places of holy Writ, where 
hee publifheth and-proclaimeth hishigh difpleafure againft 
Witches and Sorcerers, with thatabominable finne it felfe, 
doth allo condemne as sbominable.Firft, in general all kind 
of fhew, of affection, liking, inclination, or refpect thereof, 
Secondly, any ‘cuftomes, fafhions, rites, ceremonies, fu- 
perftitions, or geftures from thence deriued; or belonging 
thereto. i 


The firh is manife, Leuit. 1 9.verfe 3r.There the Prophet, 


from their God Zehozah doth charge his people, that they do» 


not: 
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wot fo much as turne toward, or decline toward Sorcerers or 
South-fayers, vouchfafe to aske any. queftion, or torefpec 
them: and Lewit. 20. verfe 6. hee giucth iudgement and fen- 
tence of death,againit chat foule that doth bur turne or look 
toward them, 

The fecond is likewife manifeft, I/aiah 8. verfe19. where 
Almightie God noteth the fuperftitious peepings, whifpe- 
rings, and mutterings of Sorcerers, and according to thofe 
geftures, doth with reproch terme them whifperers, mutte- 
rers and peepers: and Devt. 18. verfe 10.11. hee rehearfeth 
their mumblings, & charmings, and their fuperflitious mar- 
king the flying of fowles; and Leuit. 19. verfe 26, hee no- 
teth cheir vaine and.ceremonious obferuing of times, 

Ifthen Almightie God be fo ftri@, that hee will not en- 
dure or tolerate fo much asa friendly looking toward Sor- 
cerers : the leaft refpect giuen vnto them, or fo muchas a de- 
maund ofa queftionat their hands, any inclination toward 
them, any their ceremonies, rires or fuperftitions,yca,fo fmal 
amatter as their very outward geftures; how can religions 
zeale, or the duty of man toward God his Creator, eftecme 
any of thefe, or the like, or the feaft of them, leffe then fuf- 
cient matter of probable doubt, prefumption, religious ica- 
loufie,and fufpicion againft fuch men,as doe,or dare prefume 
to imitate, to practice or vie them? - 

As the holy Seripture'hath pointed out fome few geftures, 
mancrs, and rites of Sorcerers, foran example and light vnto 
allother of the fame kinde: fo hath the dayly obferuations 
of fucceding times added infinite more, which haue, doe,’ 
and fill may encreafe, multiply,and be added,and newly in- 
uented, and put on new different fhapes and fafhions, accor- 
ding to the fancie of the contractors therein (which are the 
Diuel, and man poffeffed by him, in whofe powers and will, 
according tothe nature, qualitie & conditions of their con- 
tract, dependcth and confiftech the variation, or innouation 
of ceremonious rites. - : 

For this caufe, among Authorsand records bothof elder 


and 
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and later times, we reade of fuch diuerfities and numbers of ° 
fuperftitious litations, dedications, performances , and dia- 
bolicallfolemnities, As therefore wee haue manifefted fuch 


duperftitious rites , ceremonies and geftures of Sorcerers, as 


the holy Scripture hath noted and deciphered; folet vs pro- 
pound fomie other by after-times, and other Authors obfer- 
ued, i 
Some haue vied in their intention or execution of their 
Diabolicall workes, or inthe way of prelufion onc kinde of 
*ceremonious homage , and fome another. Some do neuer “See Milter 
attempt nor enterprife a Diabolicall execution, but with ae 
mumblings,whifperings,and fecret founds,and words heard a 
grumbling in their mouthes: as Ti heosbrafius in his 9. booke chap.z. pag 48 
of herbes and plants doth witnefle, concerning certaine Ma- 
giciansin gathering Helleborus, and Mandragora : and as is 
likewife vndoubtedly difcouered, by the great attributes 
thatare by many famous Writers afcribed vnto the Caball ; 
of the Iewes, and vnto letters, caraCters, words, fillables and 
fentences fuperftitioufly pronounced, 
Galen writeth , that a certaine Sorcerer by vttering and 
muttering butone word, immediately killed, or caufedto _ 
dye a Serpent or Scorpion. Beninenius in his booke de Abd. 
morb, cauf. afirmeth, that fome kinde of people haue beene 
obferued to do hurt and to furprife others by viing only cer- 
tainefacredand holy words, Itis apparant likewife,that o- 
thers haue accomplifhed their diuelifh ends, by apparitions, 
fhapes, or figures, raifed or coniured into glafles; as Fernelt- 
us an eye-witnefle, in his booke de Abdit ver, caxf doth pub- 
lifh. Some receiue power and vertue from the Diuell vnto 
their Diabolical preparations, by certaine inchaunted herbs, 
or medicines which they mixe and gather, fometimes with 
brafle hooks,fometimes by Moone-fhine in the night, fome- 
times with their feete bare and naked , and their bodies clo- 
thed with white furplices, as Pliny reporteth, Some are re- 
orted, to obtaine of the Diuell their defired ends or works, 
ka deliuering vnto the Duel bonds or couenants, written 
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with their owne hands. This Serres the French Chronicler 
doth report, confefled by certaine Witches, in the raigne of 
Henry the 4. And M". Fox, in the life of Martin Luther, doth — 
make mention of a young man, who deliuered a bond vnto 
the Diuell, vpon certaine conditions which bond was writ- 
ten with the young mans owne bloud ; and vpon his repen- 
tance,and the earneft zealous prayer of the people vnto God 
in’ his behalfe; was redelinered , and ‘caft into the Church in 
the view and fight of the whole affembly there and.then be- 
ing. Some derive an effe tual vertue ynto their decreed Di- 
uclifh works, by hanging caracters or papers about the neck, 
as Pliny veporteth.Some practife to bring their Diuelifh ends 
ynto iffue, by coniured images and pictures of waxe, golde, 
earth, or other matter,as Thomas Aquinas in his booke,de oc- 
cultis Naturawitnefleth, | 
: Holingshed,page 534- doth chronicle the execution of cer- 

taine Traitours for con{piring the King of En glands death 
by Sorcerous and Magicall pictures of waxe, The fame au- 
thor, page 1271. doth report, thatin the rwentith yeare of 
Qucene ELIZABETH, a figure-flinger, (tas hee termeth. 
him) being fufpected as a Coniurer or Witch, fodainely dy- 
ing, there was found about him (befides bookes of conitira- 
tion, & other Sorcerous papers or Caraéters) the picture of 4 
ran wrought out of Tyne. Some late Writers haue obfer- 
ued, that diuers Witches by fuch pictures , haue caufedthe 
perfons thereby reprefented fecretly to laneuifh and con- 
fume,as was lately proued againft fome late famous Witches 
of Yorke-fhire and Lancaster , by the teftimonies beyond ex- 
ception of witnefies,not only prefent,but Prefidents in their: 
eryall and arraignment. Some execute their hellifh intenti- 
ons by infernal] compofitions , drawne out of the bowels of © 
dead and mutthered Infants ; as Zoanpes Baprift Porta in his 
booke de Magia naturali, doth from his owne knowledge 
affirme, and thereto the Malleus Maleficarum ‘with others 
doe affent. Ot ae l 

Some prattife alfo Sorcery by tying knots,as aa oi 

ho nS Á -| teftifie- 
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teflifieth in vita Hilary , con cerning a Priclt of o£ /culapius 
at ALemphis, Some practife Witch-craft by touching with 
the hand or finger only, as Binisenius fayth. Some in their 
Sorcerous acts or coniurations, vfe partchment made of the 
skinne of Infants, or children borne before their time: as 
Serres reporteth from the confeflion of Witches, inthe time 
and raigne of Henry the fourth dete&ed. Some forthe pro- 
moting of their Diuelith deuices, vfe the miniftery of liuing 
creatures, or of Diuels and Spirits in their *likenefle,as hifto- 
ries report, and Theocratus in his Pharmacentria, feemeth to 
credit, inducing there aSorcerefle, who by the power ofher 
bird, did drawe and force her Louer to come vnto her, 

This feemeth not impofsible vnto a Witch,by the multi- 
tude ofliuing fhapes, which the Diuell in former ages hath 
viually aflumed , termed Fauves, Satyres, Nymphes, and the 
like, familiarly conuerfing with men, Some bring their cur- 
fed Sorcery vnio their wihed end, by facrificing vnto the 
Diuell fome liuing creatures, as Serres likewife witnefleth, 
from the confefsion of Witches in Henry the fourth of France 
deprehended ; among whom, one confeffed to haue offered 
vito his Diuell or Spirit a Beetle. 

This fecemeth not improbable, by the Diabolicall litati- 
ons and bloudy facrifices, not onely of ether creatures , but 
euen of men, wherewith in ancient time the heathen pleafed 
their gods, which were no otherthen Diuels. And rather 
then the Diuell will altogether want worfhip , hee is fome- 
times contented to accept the parings of nailes; as Serres fré 
the confefsien of certain French Witches dosh report. Some 
Authors write, that fome forts of Sorcerers are obferued te 
faften vp6 men their Magicall mifchieuous effects, & works, 
by conueying ‘or delivering vnto the perfons, whom they 
meane to aflault, meateés, or drinkes, or other fuch like; as 
is etident by the generally khowne power of the Magicke 
cups of che inchaunted Filtra or loue draughts: and as fee- 


meth inftified by S. eAuguftine, in his 18, booke de Cinitate 


Dei,making mention‘of a woinan who bewitched.others,by 
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delfucring onely apiece of cheefe. Some of our late Coun- 
trimen haue obferued , fome Witches to mifchiefe or fur- 
prife fuch as they intend malicioufly to deftroy, by obtaining 
fome part or parcell oftheir garments,or any excrements be- 
longing vnto them, as their hayre or the like. 
itis not to be doubted that the Diuell, that old Proteæs,is 
able to change and metamorphife his rites, ceremonies, and 
fuperftitions, into what new fhapes.or formes are beft futa- 
ble co his pleafure and his fellow-contractors moft commo- 
dious vfes, and purpofes, Concerning all the former men- 
tioned, althonghit bee exceeding difficult; nay, an impof- 
fible thing for any man. to auouch euery of them true in his 
owne knowledge or experiences yetfor that fome kindes of 
them wee may afluredly know and beleeue from God hima 
felfe, who hath in his facred word nominated both appariti- 
ons of the Diuel, as alfo,incantations,charms, {pels & famili- 
arity with Spirits; as alfo for that reafon doth demonftrate, 
that there may be many more kinds, befides thofe named of 
the fame likeneffe, nature abufed, and diuelith vfe; and for 
that vato otherfome, the credit , worth and merit of thofe 
Writers by whom they haue been obferued and publifhed; 
doth giue weight & eftimation,it may be approued as anin- 
fallible conclufion,that wherefoeuer any of them or thelike, 
being diligently enquired after, are either really found, or in 
apparence or fhew refembling , that there(with the concur- 
rence of circumftances, and approued precedence ofa mani- 
felt worke of Sorcery confenting ) that there, I fay, it ought 
to be fuffcient & vneontroled matter, or occafien of iuft fu- 
fpicion & prefumption againft the particular, in whom they 
are by iuft witneffes free from exception , detected and pal- » 
pably known, practifed & exercifed. Aswe haue now brief 
ly recited and called.to mind fome forts of fuch ceremonies, 
rites, fuperftitions,manners, inftrumentsand gefturesasare | 
annexed vnto that kinde of Sorcerie or Witch-craft which 
confifteth in action: So let vs alfo recite fome other forts of 
ceremonies, rites, and {uperftitions,. which belong ynto 
; . - ind, 
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kinde of Sorcery which is conuerfant in diuinations,reuelati- 
ons of things hidden, predictions, and prophecies. Divinati- 
ons according to nature or art, as Cero diftinguifheth in his 
Ar booke de Dininatione,we doc not intend or purpofe, but 
chat diuinatio which the fame Author in the fame place dotl 
refer into a power aboue man , which hee there termeth the 
power of the cods,between whomand diuination the Stoicks 
make this reciprocation, Sifir d ininatio, Dy fint fi Di fint, eft 
Diwinatio; thatis, ifthere be right divination or prediction | 
ofthings to come not contained in Art or Nature, certainly 

hat diuination is of the Gods,as reciprocally where there are 
Gods, thereis diuination. Here wee fee playnely, not onely 
the antiquity, but the direct originall of diuinations,and that 
they do manifeftly derive themfelues from Idol gods, from 
Infidels, from Idolatcrs, ` 

This is further cuident likewife, by the general! current 
and report of all hiftories,cuen from the firft beginning and 
foundation: of Rome by. Romulus, as through all ancient 
writings and writers, the frequent mention of dugury, Aa 
rufpicy,Extifpiqy, andthe like, doth plentifully witneffe, The 
holy Scripture alfo and Word of God doth teftifie the fame, 
Deut. 18. verfe 9, 10,11. where divination by the flying of 
fowles, by the obferuation of times, and the like,are recko- 
ned among the abominations of the Nations, or Gentiles. 

The originall then of Diuinations iffuing from Diuels (be- 
caufe from falfe gods,the gods of the heathen and Idolaters ) 
jetys for the better noting of the abomination it felfe, ob- 
ferue and point out fome of their ceremonies, manners, and 
fuperftitions alfo. 

Some in old time vied to diuine,as by the flying of fowles, 
fo by viewing of lightning, by montiters, by lots, by infpecti- 
on ofthe ftarres, by dreames, per monstra, portenta, falgnra, 
fortes , Infomnia, per Afira, as Cicero teftifeth: at large in 
his bookes de ‘Dixinatione. Some did vfe to-draw their Di- 
uinations out of tubs, or veffels of water, whereinto were 
caft certaine thin plates of filuer and gold, and other preci 
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ous lewels, by which the Diuels (which Infidels ignorantly 
called their gods) were allured to anfwere ynto demands, 
doubts, and queftions, asis by P/ellus defcribed, and was v- 
fual among the _Affyrian coniectors. Some derived their Di- 
uinations from looking-glaffes , wherein the -Diuell fatis- 
fied vnto demands and queftious, by figures and fhapes 
there appearing, . ot b 

This kinde of Diuination was called xarenfeouay ria where- 
vnto came very neere and was like novswmeuavree, Some 
fetch their Diuinations by lots, taken from points, letters, 
caracters, figures, words, fyllables, fentences, which kinde 
of diuination is diftinguifhed by the name of zanez, 
Ifwee fhould number vp euery particular kinde of fhape, 
wherein Diuination doth fhrowde it felfe , it would proue a 
long and tedious voyage,not onely through fire, water,ayre, 
earth, and other farre diffantand diuided parts ofthe wide 
and {pacious world, but through fues, riddles, the guts and 
bowels of the dead, and many other fecret haunts & holes, 
wherein as the inuincible Labyvinths of intricate illufions, 
the diuell doth fhadow and hide his fubtill infidiation of 
fly deceiued man. 

- Hee that defireth more curioufly to reade other particu- 
lars herein, Ireferre him vnto S, Auguftme, de natura Damo- 
num and to Camerarius de Ditinationum generibus, Itis {uff 
cient that the rruth and poffibilitie ofthefe kindes of Diuina- 
tions and the like, with their ceremonies, tites cuflomes,and 
fuperftitions; asalfotheir detefted originall, end, vfe, and 
abomination,is efteemed diuellith by the Word of God,and 
his moft facred voice wherein vnder thofe kindes of Diuina- 
tion, by the flying of fowles, obferuation of times, De#t.18, 
verfe 10, 11x and vaine gazing and beholding the flarres, 
Ifaiah 47.19. he difplayeth and iudgeth the nature and qua- 
litie of all other the like, couered by what ftyles or names fo 
cuer, The enumeration of any more forts, might increafe in 
number, and aduance curiofity, but can adde nothing in fub- 
ftance or matetiall vfe, = 

We 


with the trae Difcouery thereof: - Of 
Wehaue fummarily (wherein our information is fuffici- 
ent competence ) produced fome few forts of ceremonies, 
rites, and fuperftitious geftures in both kindes, thatis,both 
fich as belong tothat kinde of Sorcery, which confifteth in 
act,and working, as alfo that which is exercifed in Diuina- 
tien, prediction, and reuelation, A 
The generall rule and reafon is the fame, and extendeth 
it felfe-equally ägainft both, 
Let vs then in the conclufon thus conioyne them both to- 
gether. What man is he among men fo blind,who beholding 
many man the former ceremonies, rites, prelufions, or ge- 
ftures, being fufpicious notes, markes, cognizances and. 
badges of Sorcerers and Witches; in either kinde, and doth 
notthinke that he may with good reafon doubt the ordina- 
rie correfpondence of fruits, and werkes anfwerable there- *Maf, Perkins 
to? Vntothe former prefumption, if circumftances of tine, in his difcourfe 
place, inflruments and meanes, fitting fuch dinelith A&s o Witchcraft, 
portunitie, and the like dos adde their force, doth not iuft spb E E 
occafion of doubt increafe? For illuQtration and example ,*s pag.48. ae 
let vs fuppofe a perfon ofa curiousand * inquifitiue difpof- Courle of 
tion in things hidden orinhibited, aman voide of the feare Witch craft. 
and knowledge of God, afearcher after Sorcerers, and their She was ealie 
aa... Fix f e am and ready to 
diuelifh Arts;educate among them, by kindred, affinity, or profeffe, that 
neighbour-hood, with them hauing general] opportunitie the renounced 


ynto inchoation into that Diabolicall myfterie, a man likely God and all 


and prone to become a receptacle of Diuels , exprefled by bis workes,but 
his long obferued, or knowne flying from or hatin pre ne required 
Vis LONE eB) yag i 2 to fay thar thee 
éafions or places, where the name, mention, worfhip, or renounced che 
adoration cf Almighty Gedis in any kinde vied; aman out Duell and all 
of whofe curfed lips hath at any time beene heard,the * re- pe S 
J , a A idre j 
rouncing of God, or voluntary profeffion of loue & friend- an 
fhip vnto the Diuell (all which with horror fometimes my tion of the rea 
owne cares did heare, in a* woman atan open affife, being fon,(videlicet) 
there indited vpon fufpicion of Witch-craft.)) > aie 
Let vs yet further confider in the fame man, an extraordi- ae 
wary alienation of himfelfe, from all focietie and company any hut, 


with 
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with men (for that familiar conuerfation with Diuels, be- 

gettech an hatred and deteftation both of the remembrance 

of God or fight of men) likewife a frequentation or folemne 
* Serres from haunting.of defart * places , forfaken and vnaccuftomed of 
the confesion men,the habitations of Zy2 and Jym,eraues and fepulchres. 


of Witches Ws l 
dete&edand p feemeth, Math, 8. Luke 8, Marke ms if} the poffeffed 


cen{uredin — 


theraigneof The poffeffed and the Witch, are both the habitacles of 
Henry gof Diuels; with this onely difference,that the Witch doth wil- 
France. lingly entertaine him. | 
His cuftome of haunting tombes and fepulchers, in the 
one doth makeit probable, and credible in the other. Like- 
wifeafolitary folacing himfelfe, or accuftomng abroad oft, 
and vfually alone, and vnaccompanied at times and houres 
ynufuall and vncouth to men, as the moft darke feafons of 
the night, fitting the darke workes, and the workemen of 
the Prince of Darknes. — 
Let vs yet more particularly obferue this man branded 
with the former note, {ceming or profeffing to practice 
workes aboue the power and poffibilitic of man, to threaten 
or promife to performe, beyond the cuftome of men, whe- 
therin generall, or toward any particular. In a diuellifhin- 
tended action bentagainft any particular, likewife wee may 
diligently examine any manifeft {peciall provocation, firft 
giuen: fecondly, an apparent apprehen fion thereofexprefied 
by words, geftures, or deeds : thirdly,inrention ,or expecta- 
tion, fucceeding the prouocation, ftarting out oft times, or 
intimated by any rafh,vnaduifed,or fodaine proiect,of head- 
die and vnbridled paffion : fourthly, the opportunitie futable 
ynto fuch an intended deffeigne, as time and place compe- 
tent for accefle,fpeech, fight, or receiving from, or giuin 
ynto the particular, againft whom fuch diuellith thoughts 
are fet, any thing, wherein any inchanted power or vertue is 
yfually bid and conueighed. | 
Aftera Sorcereus deede is thus certainely obferued to 
proceede 9 we may then further with vigilant circumfpecti- 
l on 
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on view, whether ought may be detected, iuftly arguin g his 
reioycing pride,or boafting therin,that:fandeth iu ftlyfulpe- 
éted, or oughtthat may proue or expreffe his doubt, or feare 
of difcouery, his guilty lookes „cunning euafions, fhifting, 
lying,or contradictory. an{weres, and apologies'ynto parti- 
culars vrged, i 


Thefe circumftances and the like, thougheachalone and’ 


fingle, may feeme of no moment or weight, yet concurring 
together, or aptly conferred, they oft produce a worth from 
whence doth iffue full and complete fatisfaction, Veri fimilia 
fingula [iso pondere mouent , coaceruata multim proficiunt (faith 
Cicero) that is, eucry fingle circumftance hath his weight and 
vie, but confenting and concurring together, they do much 
aduantage, Since then what vertue or power foeuer, circum- 
{tances and pre(umptions, doe vfually and generally ynfold 
in all other fubiects or matters whatfoeuer , the fame equal- 
ly and as largely, reafon doth here difplay and offer in this of 
Witch-craft:: why fhould not the like practice thereof here- 
in alfo-be vrged and found, as likely and fuccesfull?I do not 
commend or-allow the vfuallrath , foolith and fantafticall 
abufe of circumftances , nor their wrefting and forging, nor 
the coniuration or raifing vp of their likencfle,and fhadows, 
without any fub{tance or truth (as is too common and vul- 
gar)out of meere fancy or defect of true.iudgement, without 
the due manifeftation of a certaine crime firft in this kinde 
-afiured, l tal 

But-where allthe former circumftances doe truly and rei 
ally occurre, or moft of them, orthe moft materiall among ft 
them with an apparant vncõtroled precedent eudence ofan 
vndoubted art of Sorcery, and are notindirely wrefted or 
guilefully extorted, but directly proued,and fairly produced 
and vrged; what man inigging his common fenfe or reafon, 


canbe ignorant, what alarge {cope and faire fielde they do - 


yeeldtofent, to trace and-chace the moft hidden and fecret 

-guilt of Witches whatfocuer, out of their yemoft fhifting 

moft clofe. couerts and fubtill concealements ? = 
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I doe not affirme circumftances and prefumptions,fimply 
in themfelues fufficient to proue or condemne a Witch : but 
what reafonable man will or can doubt or deny, where firft a 
manifeft worke of Sorcery is with true judgement difcerned, 
and knowne certainly perpetrate : that the former circum- 
ftances and prefumptions pointing vnto a particular, doe 
gine fufficient warrant , yeafon., and matter of calling that 
particular into queftion,and of inioyning & vrging him yn- 
to his purgation and juftiication from thofe euill apparan- 
ces, whereby through the differencies, iarres, contrarieties, 
and contradictions of the falie faces and vizards of feeming 
truth(becaufe identity.and vnity is properly and folely found 
with truth it felfe inuiolable and the fame ) guiltinefleis oft 
ynable to finde acouert to hide it felfe, but rubbed or gal- 
led vnto the quicke, doth breake out and iffue forth in his 
owne perfeétand vndeceiuing likenefle, It may be obiected, 
that ic doth commonly fall out, and is fo oft feene, that the 
hearts, of Witches are by the Diuell fo pofleffed, fo hardned 
and fealed vp againft all toucha, either ofany confcience, ot 
the leaft {parke of the affections of men leftin them , that 
there is no poffibility:, or hope of any preualence, by the 
prefling of any prefumptions or circumftances, which 
they for the moft part will anfwere with wilfulland peruerfe 
filence. TTR TĀ 

‘ Thisis and'may be fometimes true, yet is no fufficient rea- 
fon, why due proofe and tryall Mould not alwayes diligent- 
ly be made herein, fince firft experience it felfe doth witnefle 
a.manifeft benefit thereby : fecondly., the:like reafonable | 
courfe and practice is knowne both vfuall, fruitfull, and effe- 
éuallin all other. difquifitions,andinquifitions wWhatlocuer: - 
and:thirdly, the Diuell himfelfe, the Witchesand Sorcerers 
gréat and-graund Matter, though of farre fewer words then 
Witches, as feldonie {peaking avall pand abounding with 
farremore fubtiltie and cunning ; yet is he notable by albhis 
art or chiming, alwayes tohide his owne workes, but by. pre- 
fumptions and circumftances, wife aiid-ynderftandin carat 
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joe oft difcerne and difcouer them, asis by dayly experi- 
nce feene and teftified, and is confirmed by the proofe 
vhich all holy and godly men haue cuer had thereof. And 
to this purpofe,and for this caule the holy Scripture doth re- 
quire Gods chofen children, to fift and trie the Spirits, whe- 
ther they be of Ged or no, that is , whether they bee of his 
holy Spirit, or of the euill {pirit which is the Diuell. 

Although therefore God for his owne fecret decree, or 
purpofe,do permit the Diuell fometimes to hide and fhadow 
the guilt of his aflociates, Witches and Sorcerers, from the 
fight or depreheufion of man, and thereby, fometimes, 
fruftrate mans iuft endeuour and duty of their difcouery; yet 
doth hee not totally or altogether herein fubie& , or capti- 
uate, orabridge mans power or poffibility of preualence, e+ 
uen againft all the power and force of Diuels , as oft-times 
our dulleft fenfes cannot choofe but witneffe. 

Could the Diuell, or their owne craft whatfoeuer, deli- 
uer the Sorcerers from deftruction out of the hands of Saul, 
who iuftly deftroyed them al out of the land of Ifrael,1.Sam. 
18. verfe g. or out of the hands of Jofhua , who according to 
Jawe, tooke away or abolifhed all that had familiar Spirits, 
and Southfayers, 2» Kings chap.23.verfe24? The extirpati- 
on of thefe Southfayers, by thofe Princes, was commended 
of God, and by his Lawe commanded, Lewit. 20.27. The 
fame Lawe of God commaundeth, that no maubeiudged 
or put to death, but by the mouth of two witneffes, from 
whence itis neceflarily collected, that the workes of Sorce- 
ry are not alwayes hidden, but oft-times fo open, that they 
may be manifeftly noted ; otherwife, how could they be te- 
ftified, which vnto their condemnation the Lawe doth euer 
prefuppofe and neceflarily commaund? ! 

Neither is this Lawe of God any thing difcrepant from 
the common equity of alllawes, or from reafon it felfe + firft,. 
for that many workes of Sercery do immediately in their 
firft view, manifeft-chemfelues to the fenfe, asis evident, by 
the miraculous workes of the Enchaunters of Egypt, practi- 
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fed in the fight.of Pharaoh King of Egypt. Secondly, for that 

many workes are apparent manifeftly to Reafon , in which, 

though the fenfe cannot immediately difcerne, or take no- 
tice of their. quality and authour; yet by neceffary inference 
and euidence of reafon , they are certainly and demonftra- 

tiucly. proued to iffue from the power & force of Spirits and 

Diuels, as hath beene formerly. declared, concerning both 
works and alfo diuinations, prophecies, and reuelations hid- 
den fré all curiofity.and poflibility.ofman, Thirdly, for that 

circumftances and prefumptions doe. with good and. likely 

reafon callinto queftion, and iuftly charge with fufpicion(as 
hath been inftanced concerning the performers & practifers 
of ceremonious rites, fuperftitious geftures, actions & man- 
ners vfual vnto Witches & Sorcerers, Since then,as is before. 
proued, Almighty God doth inioine a necefsity of teftimo- 
nies, vnto all condemnations & iudgements of death what: 
{seuer,and teftimony doth alwaies neceffarily include a ma- 
rifeftatio of whatfoeuer is teftified, either to fenfe,or reafon,: 
or both; itfolloweth as aneceflary conclufion vnto all that 
hath bin fayd : that from things either manifeft to fenfe, or 
euident toxreafon,iflueth wholly and folely not only the rea- 
fonable and likely way of detection of Witches, but the very 
true way by God himfelfe, in all true reafon intended and 
commanded, And from this way it is, both by multitudes of 
examples, by experience and reafon manifeft, that neither 
Witches, ner the Diucl himfelfe is altogether able to hide or 
defend their guile, Diligence therefore herein duely and 

carefully exercifing. it felfe certainely, fhallnot, nor can 
proue the Lawe of God vaine , nor the owne indeuour fru- 
(trate-or voyde, although haply-difficulties and impedi- 

ments may fometimes interrupt, as in all other cafes and af- 

faires is vfuall,’ . 

Thus hath been made-manifeft how Witch-craft is. dif 
couerable by fenfe, and euident by reafan; likewife,that it is 
no more infcrutable or hidden from detection in the inquifi- 
tion thereof, by fignes.of prefumption, probable and likely 
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coniccture or fufpicion, then all other intricate or hidden 
fubiects, or obiects of the ynderftanding whatfoeucr. For, 
although prefumptions are alone not fufficient proofe, yer 
doe they yceld matter and occafion of diligent and iudicious 
inquifition, which is the reafonable way and due method of 
vpright proceeding, and the common, hopefull and war- 
ranted path ynto all detections, in all other cafes of doubt 
and difficulty whatfoeuers wherein I fee no caufe or reafon, 
why.iudicious, wary & wile practice and proofe, weighing & 
prefsing. cireumftances into the bone & marrow, fhould not 
equally, in cafe of Witch-craft,tas in al other cafes ofiudgc- 

ment & inquifitions(thoughnot cuer becaufe that excecdes 
the nature of prefumption) equally, I fay, andas oft fhould 
not confound the guilty,and chafe and winde ont as faire an 
iffue.” , 
Certainely,ifmen would more induftrioufly.exercife their 
fharper wits, exquifite fenfe, and awaked ‘iudgements, ac- 


cording vnto the former reafonable, religious,and iudicious 


D 


wayes, exempt from the burden and incumbrance of blinde 


fuperflitions, traditionarie and imaginarie inuentions and 
cuftomes, no doubt, but experience would yeeld and bring: 
forth in fhort time, a much more rich increafe of fatisfaGtion, 
and more happy detection in iudiciall proceedings, 
~ Feis true, tharin the cafe of Witch-craft many things are. 
very difficult, hiddenand infolded in mifts and clouds, ouer- 
fhadowing our reafon and beftvnderftanding. . 

Notwithflanding, why. fhould men be more impatient or 
deiedted, that in matters of Witch-craft,many things are oft : 
hidden from our knowledge, and difcouery, when the fame ; 
darkneffe, obfcuritie, difficulrie and doubtfulnes, is a thing 
ordinary in many other.fubiedts befide, as neceffary vnto vs, 
and concerning which; it may be no lefle truely faid, thar in 
this life ofmortalitie, much moreis that which is vnknowne, . 
shen that whichis knowne_ and reuealed vnto vs, 

Hence is that ancient faying of thePhilofopher: Hoc tan- 
3sm fcio quod nihil fcio, that is, fo few are thofe things, which 
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are demonftratiuely, truely, and certainely knowne , that 
they are nothing in comparifon of the infinite number and 
muititude of fuch things, as are either onely probable,or ob- 
(cure or inferutable. 

For to deny that God hath giuen ynto mana great mea- 
fure of knowledge in many things, were not onely groffe 
darkneffe and blindneffe,but greatingratitude,yea impiety. 
Neuertheleffe, it were alfo as great fatuity notto fee orac- 
knowledge, that God hath mixed this knowledge with 
much intricate dificultie and ambiguitic, which notwith- 
{tanding he doth in his wifedome more or leffereueale, di- 
tribute and difpenfe,in feuerall meafures,vnto feuerall men, 
according to their feuerall cares, ftudies , indefatigable 
paincs,and more induftrious indeauour, infeeking and in- 
quiring it:in defect whereof more commonly then eitherin 
Gods decreed reftraint, or natures abnuence, mens defires 
and labours are fo often annihilate, 


CHAP. XIII, 


The confutation of diuers erroneous wayes, Uuto the difconerie of 
Witches, vilearly receined and approued. » 


S true religion doth truely teach the true worfhip of 

Godin that true manner which he requireth,& com- 
mandcth : fo fuperftition in an vnapt meafure or 
manner,doth offer vp & facrifice her vaine & foolifh zeale or 
feare. Vato her therefore and her facrifice, thus doth Al- 
mightie God reply ; Who required this at your hands? I hate 
änd abhor your Sabboths and your new Moones, /faiah 12, 
13. The heathen Oratour could fay, Religio continetur cultu pie | 
Deoram. True religion confifteth in the holy and true wor- 
fhip of God, Vnto the aduancing of the worfhip of the true 
God, the extirpation of Witches and Witch-craft ( becaufe 
itis the moft abominable kinde of Idolatry) isa fpeciall fer- 
uice, 
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uice, and acceptable duty vnto God,expreffely commanded 
by himfelfe, Dent. 17.3455. | 

In the performance therefore of this worfhip,as it is folely 
and truely religious, tofeeke their extermination by thofe 
meancs, and in that manner, which Almightie God doth ap- 
proueandallow : fo with mifgoucrned zeale or feare, inthe 
ignorance, or neglect of the right manner or way,inconfide- 
rately to follow vawarranted pathes thercto, is plaine Su- 
perfticion, 

Tulius Scaliger,in his third booke of Poetric, thus defcri- 
beth very liuely the nature of Superftition. Superftitio{atisfa- 
cit ad notandum enm habitum,quo metuimus, ant Deum finera- 
tiore aut ei opera attribuimus qua opera ne cogitauit quidem vn- 
guam ille, that is, this word Superftition doth ferue to fet 
forth fuch an habite or difpofition of minde , wherein wec 
worfhip or fo feare God, as is voide of caufe or reafon, or 
vnto our owne hurt or damage,we attribute vnto God,as of 
God thofe workes or things, which Almightie God himfelfe 
neuer thought or intended, The word which the Greekes 
vie for Superftition,is Suadeuorn2, incon falta o abfurda dinine 
potentie formido,that is,in abfurd,and ill-aduited feare or wor- 
fhip of God, which certainelyis there, where he neither re- 
quircth ir, nor is true caufe or reafon cither of fuch worfhip, 
orin {uch fort or manner, 

In this fpecial part therefore of the worfhip and feare of 
God, namely, inthe difcouery of Witch-craft and Sorcery, © 
as wee hauc before laboured to finde out thofe wayes which 
are lawfull, iuftifiable, and allowed - fo let ys now briefely 
difplay the folly and vanity of erroneousand blinde pathes, 
pointing deceitfully thereto ; that wee feeke not fuperftiti- 
ouflyto ferue God,:in our inioyned and commanded du- 
ties of the difcoueries of Witches, with our owne vanities 
or follies, rath inuentions,or deuices, but in reafonable, iuft, 
difcreete and religious proceeding, whichis onely and fole- 
ly acceptable with Gods a , 
“Informer ages and times, haue been publifhed by diuers 
writers, 
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writers, many ridiculous traditions, herein fo vaine, and fo 
farre vnworthy any ferious confutation, that they {carce de- 
{erue fo muchas bare mention, i 

Of this fortare the imagined profligations of the fits of 
the bewitched, by beholding the face of a Prieft, by being 
touched by hallowed oyntments, or liniments, by the ver- 
tue of exorcifation, of incenfe,ofodours, of certaine mum- 
bled facred or myfticall words, | 

I will therefore omit thefe, as by time it felfe worne ex6= 

Jete found worthleffe, and almoft of later writers left name- 
leffe, and will onely oppofe and examine fuch later experi- 
ments, as doe in our time and countrey moft preuaile in 
efteeme. 


CHAP. XITIE 


The cafting of Witches into the water , Scratching , Beating, 
Pinching, and drawing of blood ef witches, 


T isvulgarly credited, that the cafting of fuppofed Wit- 

ches bound into the water, and the water refufing ornot 

> fuffering them to finke within her bofome or bowels, is 
an infallible detection that fuch are Witches, 

‘Tf this experiment be true, then muft it neceflarily fo be, 
either as a thing ordinary, or as a thing extraordinary : be- 
caufe nothing can happen or fail out,thatis not limited with- 
in this circuit or compafle. | 

That which is ordinary, is naturall, as likewiferhat which 
is naturall, is ordinarie. Ariffotle in the fecond of his Ethicks, 
faith of that whichis naturall, guod aliter non affar(cit, that is, 
ordinarily it is not otherwife,then euer the fame.Fro whence 
it doth follow by good confequent, that whatfoeuer is ordi- 
nary ,muft be naturall,becaufe it keepeth the fame courfe and 
order, which is the property of nature. l i 

For this caufe Scaligerin his booke de fubtilitate faith, Na- 
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tura eff ovdinaria Deipotestas, that is, nature is the -ordinarie 
power of God, in the ordinarie courfe and-gouernment of 
all tHings. 

If chem this experiment in the trydll-of Witches, bee as a 
thing ordimary (as it is vulgarly efteemed) it muft bee found 
likewife naturall. Ifit cannot be found naturall, ic cannot be 
ordinarie. Thatitis not, nor cannot.be naturall,is manifeft, 

Firft, for that the ordinarie nature of thingsfenfeleffe and 
voide of reafon, doth not diftinguifh one perfon from an- 
other, vertue from vice, good manfrom an cuillman: This 
our Saviour himfelfe doth confirme, Math. 5. verfè 45.God 
maketh his funne to arife on the euill, and the good, ard 
fendeth raine on the iuft and vniuft, i i$: 

‘Nay, we may furtherobferue in the booke ofGod,andale - 
fo reade in the booke of nature and common experience,that 
the common benefit of-nature, isnot onely vouchfafed vnto 
ail wicked men indifferently, but’euen vnto Diuels them- 
felues, who doe not onely participate in nature the'common 
effence, faculties and powers, proper vnto the fubftance and 
nature of all other Spirits; but alfo doe exercife thefe powers 
and {pirituall forces vfually vpon other inferiour natures, 
fiibiect vnto their fupernaturall nature, reach and efficacie, 
as is oft fecne in their workes euen vpon the bodies& goods 
ofthe bleffed Saints and fonnes of God, cae bi 

Hereby then is euident, that nature’cannot take notice,or. 
diftinguifh a wicked man, no not a Diuell, and therefore 
mutch leffe a’ Witch. may om 

But here may be obiected, that diuers heatbs’& other fim- 
ples, produce many ftrange and wondred effects, by an hid- 
den fecret,and occult quality and property in nature,though 
there appeare no manifeft qualitie oft-times in them, by 
which in reafon or prebabilitie they fhould or can bee effe- 
Guall thereto. This Phyficions do dayly witneffe and proue 
trues j j i ‘ t M). 

Why then may there not bee likewife yeclded the 
Jike hidden power, or antipatheticall yertue in the nature A 
a p the 
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the element of water, and thereby a Witch bee detected ; as 
well without knowne caufe or reafon thereof in nature; not- 
withftanding naturally the euils or difeafes both of body 
andminde, are both detected, and cured by elementary fub- 
ftances or compofitions,in which there is no manifeft known 
proportion therewith ? a 

Ät is truely anfwered,that although in this fuppofed expe- 
riment of the difpofition of the element of water towards 
Witches, cafualtie may haply fometimes feemeto iuftific ic 
true; yet is not this fufficient toeuince ita thing naturall, 
Thofe things which are naturall, neceflarily and euer pro- 
duce their efe&t, except fome manifeft or extraordinary in- 
terception or impediment hinder. ftw ü 

'. Fhus fire doth'neceffarily, ordinarily, and alwayes burne 
and confume any combuftible matter orfuell being added | 
thereto, except cither fome manifeft.or extraordinary hin- 
drance oppofe it. The like may be fayde of all other elements: 
for. their natural effects in their proper. obiects, Natural me- 
dicines-likewife,if rightly accommodated with prudence,art- 
and diferetion vnto the right difeafe, doe.neuer faile their v- 
{uall productions or effects. Deus 

This, Almighty God in his holy writ doth eonfirme , and 

long and aged experience of many hundreths ofyeareshath. . 
fucceffiuely witneffed,wherin the ancient records of all leara 
ned Writers haue euer teftified innumerable medicinal herbs 
and drugges, certainly and truly to bee euer-the fame. Pre- - 
fenttimes do likewife fee and witneffe it, and no man doth 
or can doubtit inthe right proofe, Concerning any fuch na~ 
ture or cuftome in the element of water,in the refragation of 
Witches, who was as yet euer able, to write and fully re- 
folie, or proueit ordinary, neceflary, certaine, euer-or for 
. the moft part, not fayling.as is in.courfe of nature moft infal- 
tible and never-doubted ?: What former.ages haue fuccef- 
fiuely youchfafed the mention of truth or certainty therein? 
Hath Almighty God, at all, fo muchas approued any opini- - 
on or thought thereof? Isit not rather to be infty sgupEs m- 
a : that.. 
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that it may bee efteemed among the abominations of the 
Gentiles, which God in his people doth detet, Dent. 18. 
verfe9 ? Doe all meninourtime, or goodand iuft men a- 
uouch their owne proofe in the tryall thereof > Or contrari- 
wife, do not many wife, religious, learned and equall minds 
with reafon reieét and contemne it ? Dooth Law as yet 
eftablifh it, or reafon proue it? How can it then be propofed 
as equiualent with thofe reafonable meanes or wayes, of iuft 
proceedings or tryals, which God, his diuine Lawe, his law 
ofnature, iudgement, reafon, experience, and the lawes of 
men haue euer witnefled, perpetually and onely affured cer- 
taine and infallible ? | 
It wanteth the yniuerfall teftimony of former ages and 
‘Writers; in this our age itis held in icalofie with the moft 
iudicious, fage, and wife : Irhathno reafonable proofe, ne 
iuftifiable tryal hath dared ta auouch it vpon publike record, 
no lawe hath as yet, thoughtit worthy of admittance’; and 
the Lawe of Godis not proued to proue or approue it, Ifit 
had beene a thing naturall, ordinary , of neceffary, or of cer- 
taine operation or power, and therein fo euidently remarke- 
able, it isimpofsible it thould haue-efcaped authenticall ap- 
probation, or the fame notable teftimonies, which all other 
tryed truths haue euer obtained, From the former premifes ` 
therefore we conclude, that it cannot bea thing naturall ne- 
ceflary or ordinary, Ifitbeenot ordinary , then isit notal- 
wayes the fame; if not alwayesthe fame , then is it fome- 
times fayling ; iffometimesfaylin g; then isit novinfallible; 
ifnot infallible, then in no true iudgement or iuftice to bee 
trufted or credited.. It now remayneth to enquire, whether 
being proued falfe as ordinary, it may not be proued true as 
extraordinary (for to efteeme or grant it; both isan 'impofsi< 
bility in nature, and-an abfurdity in‘réafon.) ‘Let ys grantit 
may be iudged and deemed extraordinary; thenext daabt 
then remaining is, whether being extraordinary of miracu- 
lous, itbe of God'or'of the Diugll, ` ne 
) The realon why fomeimen füppolest'fhould'be of God; 
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is for that the wateris an element which is vfedin Baptifme, 
and therefore by the myraculous & extraordinary power of 
God, doth reicét and refufe thofe who-hane renounced their 
yowe and promife thereby, made vnto God, of which fort 
are Witches. - 

If this reafon be found and good, why fhould not Bread 
and Wine, being elements in-that Sacrament of the Eucha- 
rift,be likewife noted and obferued to turne backe, or flye a- 
way from the throates, mouthes, and teeth of Witches ? and: 
why, (if for the former reafon, the water beirg an element iti 
the Sacrament of covenant, made with God, in the ftrft ini- 
tiation into the faith, doe for that caufe refufe to receive 
Witches into her bofome, and thereby give an infallible 
proofe ofa Witch ? ), Why, I, fay, fhould not by the fame 
reafon Bread and Wine, being elements in the Sacrament of 
confirmation and growth of faith, refufe and fly from thofe 
much more, whofe faithand promife made ynto God in ri- 
per and more vnderftanding yeares , isby.them renounced ? 

And why for-that caufe,fhould not Bread and Wine become 
as infallible markes and teftimonies vnto the detection of 
Witches? Ifthe reafon be good in the firft, it muft neceffari- 
ly be the fame in the fecond; and if it fayle in the fecond; it 
cannot be good or found in the firtt, Neither dothit or can 
it ftand with any good: reafon at all, that becaufe fo fmalk 
part of the clement of water ,.is fet apart vnto that religious 
feruice in the Sacrament; therefore , the whole element of 
water, or all other waters mult thereby obtaine any generall 
common propertie aboue the kinde or nature, Neither is it 
as yetagreed, or concluded generally-among themoft lear- ” 
ned,and reverend Diuines, whether.thatftnall part of water ; 
which in particular-is:,fet apart: or vfed in the Sacrament, . 
doth thereby receiue any, manifeft alceration, at allin fub-- 
france, cffence , nature, or quality. If then that part of 
the element of water.it felfe, which is hallowed into that 
holy vfe,be not manifeftedjor apparantly prouedto be ther- 
by.indowed withany. vertue much leffe can jt communicate: 
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any vertue vnto other waters, which did not participate ther- 

with in the fame religious feruice.- Except then there may 

be proued by this religious vfe of water, fome more endow- 

mentoffenfe or religion therein , then 1s in other elements, 

why fhouldit more fly froma Witch then the fire, then the 

ayre, then the earth -? Fhe fire doth warme them, the ayre 

flyeth not-from them, but giueth them breathing ; the earth 

sefufeth not to beare them , to fecde them , to bury them, 

Why. then fhould the water alone runne away or flye from 

them? It may bee anfwered, thatitisa miracle , whereof 

therefore there neither can nor ought reafon in nature to be 

demaunded or giuen, Ifit-beamiracle,itis either a true mi- 

racle, which onely and folely doth exceede the power of any | 

“created nature, or 1sa feeming miracle bythe power of the *Non eht crese | 

Diuell, working effects in refpect of mans reafon,nature,and ter nil qui | 

powerfupernaturall and impoffible; notwithftanding con- nae 

fined and limited within the generall rule, reafon and power quifquam Wee 

of vniuerfall nature which he * cannot exceed or tran{cend, porat,nifivnus | gE 

being a finite creature, and no infinite Creator, - Creator Deus, | ig 
Miracles of the firftkinde, are raifing from the’ dead the a c Tring 

uguftinus || am 
i 


fonne of the widdow ofSarepta; by Eljas 3. ofthe kings, 17. 3.deTrin, Alig (if 
thediuiding the water of orden with ‘Elias cloake, 4. of the poret finon Ii 
Kings 2. the curing of the ficke by S, Pants handkercher, Aé. p:ohibetur, | 


“To. the raifing Lazarus by our bleffed Sauiour and-th Damon: Alia i 
5:19 alli y © fon poteft, etfi | 


like. Jd Qt a a 
Miraclesof thefecond kinde, are‘all the workes of TiD iomo. | 
Enchanters of egypt, Exod. 7. Which were onely divellifh’ dum home po, 
fleishes, cunning * imitations, counterfets, and Diabolicall teft,ambulare je 
refemblances and fhadowes of the true myracles, wrought p oe | 
by Almightie God, in the hand ofhis feruant Mofes, ot } 
If thismyracle, orthis miraculous detcétion: of Witches:permittaur, | 
by water, be of this later kinde, itis of the Diuell,andis not * PetrLomb, 
robe efteemed or named, where the Name of God isfeared. 3" lib.ae 


or called ypon. ` 7E í l hyi 
For although the cunning fraudeofthe Diuell, abouc and: 


beyond all capacitice of the weakes fenfe-andsynderftanding: 
ou p. 2 | of: 
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of man, doe fo liuely oft-times caft before our eyes, the out- 
ward thape and fimilitude of the myracles of God,that man 
is not able eafily to diftinguifh them, or at firft fight to puta 
true difference - yet muft men ftudioufly, and circum{pedly 
bee aduifed herein, left rathly they confound, or equall the 

vile and abiect illufions of that damned creature the Diuell 
(though neuer fo wenderfullin our eyes) vnto the infinite 
power of the Almighty Creator, in his true and truely crea- 

ted myracles, which is an high difhonour ynto our God,and 

accurfed impiety. ' i 

For this caufc, the holy Scripture hath admonifhed and 
warned the weakeneffe of humane vnderftanding, not to be 
tran{ported.by fignes.and wonders, nor to truft or giue cre- 
dit toeuerymyracle::. and our Sauiour himfelfe, Math. 246 
verfe 24. doth furnifh his Difciples with carefull warning 
herein, And S, Joby, in his Reuclation fore-tellech,that in the 
later dayes and times,the Diuell and the great Whore of Ba- 

bylon, fhall with great fignes, wonders, and myracles, fe. 
duce and deceiue the laft ages, and people of the world, 

For this caufe, faith Saint Augu/fine, tral. 13, vpon the 
Gofpell of Saint John, Miraculis decipi non debemus that is, hé 
chat doth myracles, is nothin g, if they bee not done in ynity 
and truth, ‘ee ; 

Since then myracles are of no validity , except certainely 
and truely knowne to be of God; and fince alfo it is not eafie 
for eucry Spirit to difcerne thercinslet vs.duely examine and 
fift this our fuppofed and propofed myracle in the tryall and’ 
detection of Witches. Petrus Gregorius Tholofanusin his Syne 
tagma inris lib..2, cap. 12. in a tractate concernin g there. 
licks and Monuments of Saints,together with myracles,doth 
gine very honeft, found, and fubftantiall diteGion. 
__Firft, chat all credited myracles be-found anddllowed by 
religiouslawes and auithoritie..) - un obr ey. 

Secondly, that the perfons by whom they are firft renea- 
led or knowne, orby.whom they ate auouched, be teffes ido- 
nei, omnid exceptions maiores that is that they beworthy. wi pa 
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neffes of vndoubted and vnftained credirand worth, free 
from all iuft exception,of holy life,and vnftained conuerfati- 
on. Without thefe cautions (faith hé) no myracles ought to 
be efteemed, or receiuedasoftruth, i Erne 
How farre our vulgar tryallof Witches, by the fuppofed 
miraculous indication and detection of them by the water,1s 
_ different from this care or refpect, this equitie, religion, or 
humanitie, common practice doth: openly declare , when 
without allowance of any law, or refpect of common ciuili- 
tie, euery private, rafh, and turbulent perfon, vpon his owne 
furmife of a Witch, dare barbaroufly vndertake by vnciuill 
force, and lawleffe violence, to caft poorepeople bound in- 


tothe water, & there deteine them, for their owne vaine and ` 


foolifh lufts, without fenfe, or care of the fhameful wrong, or 
iniury, which may befall oft-times innocents thereby. 
Though this kinde of tryall of a Witch,might haply proue 
init felfe worthy to be allowed, yet is it not in every priuate 
perfon iuftifiable,or tolerable, or without warrant of autho- 
ritie in any fort excufable, The manner therefore of this vul- 


gar tryall, muft needs with juft and honeft mindes, vncon- 
trouerfedly, and vndoubtedly, berufticall, barbarous, and 
rude, Now to returne againe into the truth of the mnyracle it 


felfe inthis tryall. - 


Firft, let vs enquire with Petrus Gregorius, what religious. 


lawes or authoritie haue admitted it as true. | 
Secondly, what religious, reverend, iudicious, graue, or. 
holy Spectators, or eye-witnefies doe auouch it. Let ys yet 
farther proceedé withthe faine Author; in the fore-named 
Syntagma, lib. 34, cap; 21. and’ by fome other rules, farther 
examine this myracle, ifit bee welland duely auouched and: 
credited, concerning the being thereof; whether that being 
be not a being of the Ditrel,and of his myracles.! Conatus om- 
nis Daemonum (faith that Author ) onumhabet:generalem feos 
pum, operibus Dei fe obycere,ei debitum honorem fubfurari,pios ho- 
minnum animos fibi lacri facere, & a vero Deo retrahere, That is; 


the works of the Diuell haue one general} fcope ;namely,to ` 


oppofe 
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oppofe themfelues againft the workes of God, to.rob God 


of his honour, to draw the hearts of men from God, and to 
gaine them vato himfelfe. Let vs now confider the fore-na- 
med miracle by thefe rules. |, | 
Concerning ‘the approbation thereof by any religious 
lawes.or authority,I haue neuer read my felfe,nor haue heard 
by others,of any authentike fuffrage from clafficall Author, 
and with good reafon, I may conceiue and iudge-anullitie 
therein. GTE ; i 
Concerning any religious, learned, and iudicious Specta- 
tors and auouchers of this myracle , whofe faith and credit 
may be wholly free from all iuft exception, it hath euer been 
a difficult and hard taske to furnifh any true fufficiencie or 
competencie in this kinde,though multitudes of {warmes of 
deceiued Vulgars, continually and violently obtrude their 
phantafticall fominations, Since then as yet there doth no 
manifeft law ftand vp to patroriage this myracle, and the 
learned, religious, and holy iman able to djfcerne and iudge, 
and free from exception, is not atall, or hardly to be produ- 
ced or found to auouch or.countenance it true; itmay bee 
with good reafon fulpected, and that reafon may iuftly dif- 
{wade all fodaine,rafh,or haftie credit or truft thereof. Now 
let vs examine, if it were yndoubtedly to be affumed as true, 
whether being true, it be not as truly ofthe Diuel, And firft 
let vs confider, whether it doe not oppofe the workes of 
God, which was thefirft direction of Gregorixs, Itis-herein 
truly .conuicted , becaufe the nouelty and fuppofed miracu- 
lous force and might thereof, doth firft vfually and eafily in- 
tife wnfetled braines, rafhly to-forfake the wayes of iudge- 
ment and iudicious legall proceeding, which is the ordi- 
nance and worke of God ; fecondly , doth imbolden ftag- 
gering and ynrefolued minds prefumptuovfly without war-: 


rant to.expect, to aske.or, fecke a figne or miracle, whichor-. 
dinarily or vnneceffarily required, our bleffed Sauior apertly, 


condemneth, AZath.16. An adulterous & vnbelecuing.gene- 
sation doth feeke a figneor miracle. Andas herein it dire@- 


ly 
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ly oppofeth againft the decree and work of God; fo likewiie 
by giuing occafion and way, that fuppofed miracles may be- 
come vulgarly common and ordinary, whereby the true imi- 
racles and miraculous workes of God alfo may grow with 
vndifcerning men oflefle efteeme, vile and ofno accompt. 
Nam miracula Dei affiduitate vilucrunt (Sayth S .eZugustine) 
the miracles and miraculous works of God, being oft feene, 
become of {mal or no reputation. The fecond tryall of a falfe 
miracle , was the robbing of God of his due honour and 
praife , which in this propofed miracle is partly proucd, by 
making the extraordinary worke or vfe of miracles ordinary, 
and thereby derogating fromthe power, worth and nature 
of Gods true miracles (asis before fayd) partly, by vnthank- 
full vnder-valewing, omitting or relinquifhing the ordinary 
meanes of tryals and detections of doubtful] truths, which 
God hath made and giuen inhis good grace; and thercfore 
their contempt and neglect is a manifelt robbing of God of 
his due prayfe and glory therein. The third tryall of the Di- 
uels property in miracles, was the feducing of mens hearts 
from God vito himfelfe, which in aur fuppofed miracle may 
be neceffarily concluded. For ifthe miracle it felfe bee vpon 

good grounds before alleaged; rightfully deemed to bee of 
the Diuell, it muft neceflarily follow, that whatfoeucr c- 
fleeme-or reputation is giuen thereto, is a fecret facrifice of 
ignorance or fuperftition vnto the Diucll, and an hidden and 

couert feduGtionfiom God, Andthushathbeen proued, or’ 

at leaft, with good reafonalleaged : Firft, that the tryall of 

Witches by water, is not naturall or according to any reafon 

innature, Secondly,ifit be extraordinary and a miracle,that 

it is in greater likelihood and probability a miracle of the 

Diuell to infnare, then any manifeft miracle of God to glo- 

rific his name, whichis the trueendofright miracles. Con- 

cerning the other imagined trials of Witches,as by beating, 

{cratching ; drawing bloud from fuppofed or fufpected Wit- 

ches, whereby itis fayd that the fits or difcafes of the be- 

witched doe ceafe miraculoufly ; as alfo concerning the bur- 
ning 
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ning of bewitched cattell, whereby it is fayd, that the Witch 
ismiraculoofly compelled to prefent her felfe, 
Thefe,and the like, I thinke it vaine end needleffe, parti- 
cularly or fingly to confute,becaule it doth directly appcare, 
by their examinatid,according to the former rules produced, 
againft the naturalizing of the detection of Witches, by ca- 
fing them into the water, that firft chey are excluded out of 
the number of things natural! : fecondly,that being reputed 
as miracles, they will alfo bee rathet iuftly iudged miracles 
of the Diuel then of God, by the former reafons which haue 
tripped the fuppofed miraculous detection of witches by the 
water, of any hopefull opinion that they can be of God. 


ONTEX: 


The exploration of Witches, by fupernaturail renelations in the bea 
witched, by fignes and fecret markes, declared by the bewitched 
to be in the body of the fufpetted witch, by the touch of the Witch 
curing the.touched bewitched. 


Here remain as yet other miraculous explorations of . 


a Witch, carrying in their firft. view a far more won-- 
dred reprefentation then any or al the former explo- 


rations, Oneis, when perfons bewitched, {hallin the time - 


of their ftrange fits or traunces nominate or accufe a Witch, 
and fora true teftimony again{t hirn, or her, thus nominated, 


fhall reucale fecret markes in hisor her body, neuerbefore - 


feene or knowne by any creature ; nay, the very words or 
works, which the fuppofed , or thus nominated Witch fhál} 
be acting or {peaking in farre diftant places , euen in the ve- 
ry moment and point of time, while they are in acting or 
fpeaking; all which I haue fometimes my felfe heard and {een 
proued true, Thisis reputed a certain conuiction of a Witch.: 
Another miraculous tryall of a VVitch and like vnto this, 
wondetfull is, whena fuppofed VVitch required by the be- 
aa S witched, . 
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witched,doth touch him or her(though when ynknowne or 
vnperceiued by the bewitched themfelues, yet according to 
the prediction of that iflue by the bewitched, he or fhee im- 
mediately are deliuered from the prefent fit or agonic, that 
then was vponhim orher, which Ihaue alfo my felfe feene. 
For the better difcouery of truth in thefe fo wondred diff- 
culties, let vs firfl recall to minde thefe few obferuations in 
our former Treatife determined and proued, Firft, that the 
Diuel doth many miraculous and fupernatural things meere- 
ly fimply and alone of himfelfe, for his owne ends,and with- 
out the inftigation or affociation of a Witch, This was made 
manifeft by his conference, difpuration and fpeech with 
Ena after a miraculous manner, out of the body of the Ser- 
pent,when as yet neither Witch, nor Witch-craft were come 
into the world. Secondly, that the Diuellis ableto obtrude 
or impofe his fupernaturall or miraculous workes vpon men, 
again{t their knowledge, liking, will or affeCtion,and being 
vnrequired, This iscleere by his tranfuection of the body of 
our bleffed Sauiour, as alfo by his violent cafting of the bo- 
dies of the poffeffed, among{t the people mentioned in the 
Gofpell. Thirdly, let vs not here forget fpecially, that hee is 
able to tranfmit and fend ynto, or into men vnrequired, and 
without theirdefire or aflét, fecret powers, force, knowledge, 
illuminations,and fupernaturall reuelations. This was proued 
by the peffeffed in the Gofpel,[who from a fecret and hidden 
reuclation and power, aboue and beyond chenifelues , were 
able to viter that highmyftery,as yet hidden from the world, 
that Iefiis was the Sonne of theliuing God, This could not 
be knowne vnto them, by their owne reafon or nature , be- 
ing aboue and beyond all reafon or nature,and by grace only 
then begun to be revealed nto the bleffed Difcic'es them: 
felues. To thinke'that the ‘poffeffed could hate that know= 
ledge equally with the Difciples by the fame grace, were im- 
pious derogation from their Apoftolica!l priuiledge and pre- 
rogatiue therein, voto whom ‘did properly belong the tirft 


fruits thereofalone, ~~!” 
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This fupernaturall reuelation therefore was transfufed in- 
to the pofleffed by the Diuell,who could not be ignorant of 
the Lyon of Juda,the mighty deftroyer of his fpirituall king- 
dome, long before the difciples were borne, or capable of 
knowledge. And thus having recalled. thefe obferuations , 
from them doe iffue thefe neceffarie inferences, Firft, tnat all 
fupernaturalladts or workes in men, are not to bec imputed 
vnto thofe men. Secondly, that for this caufe thofe fuperna- 
turall workes, are onely to be imputed vnto men which tke 
Diuell according vnto contract or Couenant which thofe 
men do practifeand produce. : E ` 

And for this caufe,in the inquifition of Witch-craft,when 
wehaue truely firftdetected an act, done by a fpirituall and 
fupernaturall force(becaufe it is.in ali lawes imiurious, to ac- 
cufe of any a&, before it be certainely knowne the act hath 
been committed) then,and not before, wee ought indeuour 
direétly and neceffarily to proue the contract , confent, ‘and 
affeion of the perfon fufpected, vnto, or in that fupernatu- 
rall act, that being nolefleeffentiall, to detect and difcouer 
the true and vndoubted Witch, then the fupernaturall aét, 
being 
uell and his power therein... 

This equal] regard, in cafe of Witch-craft, ought to bee 
carefully ballanced, without which vaine and vnftable men- 
Shall euer at their luft and pleafure, vpon affections and paffi- 
ons, be priuiledged withimpunity,to lay vniuft imputations, 
and vfe wrongfull violence and oppreflion. beyond all equi- 
tie,or reafon, | 

When therefore men that are prudent, iudicious,and able 
to difcerne, do firft aduifedly vpon good ground and reafon, 
adiudge afupernaturall act euidently done, or at leaft wor- 


thy to: be fulpected : fecondly , fhal] by. iuft and-reafonable - 


proofe, orat leaft liuely and faire prefumption., detect the 
contract, affection, or confentof any manin that act, then 
and not before; is the.accufation jinquifition,and inditement 
oft Witch-craft, againftanymanequallandiu&. ; 


o certainely apparent, doth yndoubredly proue:the Di- `> 


” For. 
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For fincea fupernaturall worke can bee truely and fimply: 
no act of a haturall man ,and is the immediate hand & power 
ofa Diuell (as is formerly proved jit is the mans confent,con- 
eract and couenant alone, in the act with the Diuell, that be- 
ing detected and difcouered, doth infallibly and effentially 

rouchima Witch,and not the.act it felfe, 
~ Thefe obferuations , and confiderations, firft necefflarily 
prefixed, let vs now proceed ynto the two former propoun- 
ded experiments of the miraculous deteétion of Witches. 

Iris neceffarily true, thatit can folely procecd from a fu- 
pernaturall power , that the bewitched are inabied in their. . 
traunces, tofore-tell the fequel of the fuppofed Witches 
touch : likewife, that the nominated Witch, fhall according- 
ly by her touch immediately free and difpofleffe the Sicke or 
the bewitched oftheir agonies.. » 

Ic is as neceffarily, crue alfo; thatic can folely proceede 
froma fupernatirall power , that the bewitched are able *Hereinthe 


in their traunces to nominate.the moft fecret and hidden. nag 


markes in the bodies of the fufpedted Witch, her preient power of Goal i 


f{peech * and -aétions in farte diftant places, and the like, in his holy 


but whether thefé miraculous’ Reuelations, with their an- Prophet, who ‘if 


fwerable cuents, ought to-bee efteemed iuft conuictions was able byhis 
BALONS. dinine reuclas 


of the perfons thus by a fupernaturall finger, pointed Be o opke 
‘and noted ; as alfo whether they procecde of G © D or knowne wha: 
of the Diuell, is very materiall, to examine: nd. cone the King fpake 
fiders.. D eo — yry _ inhis Privy 

i aie Pa te: eg NE i Chamber. 

_ Ifthey proccede from God, their end, their extraordinary ons verfa: 
neceffitie and vfe, bent folely vato the immediate fpeciall z2, chap.e. 
glory, orextraordinary glorification of Godtherein, will c- Heherein alfo, 


nidensly. declare. Fens È counterfetteth 7 


> 


What niore extraordinary glorification of God.cav bee the Dimnitie 


pretended in the needfulneffe of a miraculous detection of (eins Natha 
° ‘ ° n . oO ma 
Witch-craft; then ofany other finne committed as immedi- nicl,when he 


d x 


of our Sanioury (| 


ately.againft God,and with’as hi gh an hand? Witch-craft is Was vader the - | 


indeed.one kinde of horrid renunciation, and, forfaking of fee eS 
God,butthere are many more kinds much more hellifhbea - 


a. i this- 
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this fecret and concealed defection : as the open curfings ; 
wilfull blafphemings, and {pitefull railings vpon God, even 
vntorhis face, profeffed hatred and contempt of God, 
Among many Offendors in thefe kindes, after their owne 
long prouoking continuance therein and Almighty God his 
vn{peakeable long fuffering and patience: fome few fome- 


times haue been made hideous {fpectacles and examples vito 


the reft, of the infinite power and iuftice of God, his vn- 
fufferable difpleafure, indignation and direfull renen ging 
wrath, In this number was, for fome time, Nobuchodonofir, 
and Pharaoh King of egypt, and in later times Julian the Ax 
poftata, and others the like. Many other as high Blafphe- 
mers, and defpifers of God, notwithftandin g haue been per- 
mitted to efcape any fuch miraculous punifhments, orfeare- 
full notorious expofings vnto the worlds view. 
` Rabfbakeh railing on the living God,in the-open view and 
hearing of the men of //ae/, and Olofernes denying the God. 
ofheauen, were not miraculoufly,or by any immediate hand- 
of God {mitten, but were fuffered to grow on, vntill theit 
harueft of confufion wasripe, That high degree of blafphe- 
mic againft the Sonne of the liuing God, hanging vpon the 
Croffe forthe finnes of mankinde, committed by the cruell 
& hard-hearted Jewes,in {corning ,fcoffing, and {pitefull de- 
rifion both of God in heauen, Math. 27 .verfe 43+ and alfo of 
theeternall Saviour of the world, defcended fom heauen } 
was not by God then extraordinarily reuenged (as the ins 
comparable greatneffe ofthe finne might fecime’to require ) 
but wasin Almightie God his iuft iudgement, fuffered, yn- 
tillin the due time; their owne execrations, and curfings of 
themf{elues, and their pofterity, thereby to ‘haften’and pura 
ehafe the effufion ofthat holy innocent bioud, ‘did fal! vpon 
them fo heauily, that their whele Nation, Peoplé,and King 
dome, became extirpate, vile, and vagabond for euer vpon 
the face of the earth, Itis recorded in the Rewelation, chap. 3; 
were 5 6,7. concerning the Béaft, chat he opened his mouth 
qnto blafphemyagainftGod, his Tabernacle and the oe 
d x that 
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that he fpake great mighty blafphemies, yet power was gi-: 


uen vato him to continue, and preuaile therein many yeares, 
anda large {pace of time, , 

By thefe few examples it is euident, that neither the height, 
the nature, the quantitie, nor the qualitie of the moft abomi-- 
nable, or prouoking finne, moft odious vnto God and men; 
doth vfually, or alwaiesdraw downe from heaven vpon it 
felfe a miraculous immediate hand of Gods wrath. We may 
eafily inftance the like,concerning the finne of Witch-craft, 
which is our particular fubiect, >. T 

Although by the hand ofhis holy feruant Saint Pav/, Al- - 
mighty Ged did miraculoufly fmite the Sorcerer E/jmas,and 
as. writers report, Simon Magus, by the hand of St. Peter,mul- 
ticudes of focieties of other Sorcerers, South-fayers among 
the Caldeans,efcaped not onely the hands-of Nabschodonofor, 
in his wrath; but as itfeemeth in the prophecie of Danset, 
they liued many yeares in high etteeme, fame, and renowne, 
both in their owne Nation, and alfo in forreine Countreys, 
yeathrough the world, There isno doubt, that eÆgypt like- 
wile did abound with fwarmes of Sorcerers, as the holy 
Scripture, and all times and writers report, Among the peo- 
ple of God alfo,the Ifraclites, it is manife(t chat diuers Sorce- 
rers and Witches did fhrowd themfelues,and lued with im- 
punity;asappeareth by the Witch of Endor,which king Sauls 
feueritie, in their gencrall extirpation thorow the whole 
kingdom, had notwithftanding pafled by,and left vnefpied, 
as alfo by that fpeciall note and commendations, from Gods 
owne mouthand word of Jo/bua, that is, that hee had taken 
away from amiddeft his people, all-the Enchanters & Sorce~' 
rers: by. which itis likely and cannot bedenied,that through 
the lenitie or carelefneffe'of foriner Princes , they formerly 
had long fecurely there breathed. That God doth notvfe by 
myraclesto deteétall, or moft Enchanters , cca or: 
Witches,is farther made vyndoubted’; becaufeit fhouid fol- 
low then and thence néceffarily,that. he hath both in the firft 
ages.of the world, ordained lawes and ordinary legall ee 
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fes of proceeding againft-them in vaine ; as alfo for that hee 
doth, inthe holy records of his facred word, make knowne 
his Decree, that they fhalbe permitted to liue and continue 
vpon the face of the earth among other , and as other ynre- 


pentant finners, vntill his fecond comming, and thelaft da 
of eternall doome, Rewelat.chap.-22. verf: 15. without fhalbe 
Enchanters. Ifhis Iuftice and feuere iudgement fhould b 


his miraculous power make fo narrow fearch amongft them, - 
as ordinarily to root them out,it were impoffible any one of 
them fhould efcape his all-feein 


doome, ofall kinde of finnes and finners, which both in’ 


g reuengefull hand, to fur- 
uiue vnto his generall decreed day of fentence,and dreadfull 


iuftice vnto fome, and mercy vnto other fome, his infinite 
goodnes.and wifedome hath decreed, fhall not be fruftrate, 


Although therefore Almighty God doth fometimes ftretch _ 


forth his mighty hand miraculoufly to finite, or bring into 
Night fome horrid finnes and finners, lus extraordinarie 
power therein fometimes onely extended, at his owne good 
will & pleafure,doth not iuftifie the prefumptuuos expectati- 
on of the difpenfation thereofin any particular, God whois 
the God of order,and not of contufion, doth not ordinarily 
difpenfe his extraordinary workes, nor vfually confound in. 
differently, fo different natures in their end and vfe, and his 
own decree. Nature it felfe doth alfo teachan impoffibilitie 
that which is extraordinary,to becomorbe expected ordin- 
rie. In that way which is ordinarie, the induftruous, the dili- 
gent, the prouident man therefore doth with carefull perfe. 
uerance vprightly walke, The flothfull, onely the intem- 
perate, the improuident mar,cither by folly orignorancé lo- 
{eth, or by idle flothforgetteth, or omitteth, his ordinarie 
way or opportunitie, and ridiculoufly hopeth or trufteth vn- 
tò the redemption thereof, by extraordinarie contingents or 


CALICNTS, 


 Thasithath a 


ppeared, that inregard ofany more fpeciall 
er extraordinarie glorification of God, in the deteétion of 
Witches, rather then of other as great and as-abominable 


fin. 
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finners, there is no needfull or neceffary vfe of inyracles, ` 
. Thefecond confideration was, whether they are not ra- 
ther ofthe Diuell, then of Ged ; asalfo, how they may bee 
any iuft conuictions of the fuppofed or fufpedted guilty. 
Wee will firt herein examine the touch ofthe fuppofed 
_Witch,immediatly commanding the ceffation of the fuppo- 
fed fits of the bewitched. That thisis a falfe or Diabolicall 
myracle and not of God, may be iufily doubted, 

Firft, becaufe the holy and bleffed power of working my- 
racles (among which, the healing the Sicke or the pofleffed 
was not thelea{t). was neuer of God difpenfed, to haunt or 
follow the touch of wicked men,or Sorcerers or Witches, 

Secondly, for that the true myracles of God (which were 
euer difpented, either for the common good of his Church, or 

the declaration of his glorious truth, or for the extraordina- 


rie punifhment and deftruction of euill men)did neuer ob- 
fcurely, or indirectly, proue themfelues or their ends, butin - 


_ their manifeftation were inabled to ouer-fhine cleerely, all 
the fogges and mifts of doubt or queftion, 


- The contrary hereunto inthis our fufpected myracle is ma- | 


nife(t,whcrein is ridiculoufly imagined, that the bleffed gift 
and vertue of healing the ficke, defcended from God aboue, 
may bereputed in the hands ofa Witch: a figne or teftimo- 
nie of his or her guilt and impiety, which euer hath been,and 
isin it felfe a fpeciall grate and fauour of God, and was euer 
yfed rather asa confirmation of the truth of Gods Minifters 
and feruants. Let vs now cofider how this miraculous touch 
and the efficacie thereof, may bee any iuft .conuiftion of a 


witch. Noman can doubt thatthe vertue wherewith this | 


touch was indued,was fupernaturall, Ifit bee fupernaturall, 
how can man, vnto whom nothing fimply is pofib!e. chat is 
not naturall,beiuftly reputed any poore Agent therein? Ihe 
cannotbee.efteemed in himfelfe any pofiibic or true Agent, 
then itremainech, that he can onely be intercifed thercia, as 
an acceffary in-confent ;,as aSclicitor‘or Servant vrito a fu- 
periour,power.Jf that fuperiourpower(as is before prouedin 
the fal{chood ofhis myracle) be the Dinei, the leaft reafona- 
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ble doubt remaining whetherthe Diuel alone, or with the 
confent or contract of the fufpected perfon hath produced 
that wonderfull effect; with what Religion or reafon can a= 
ny man rather encline to credit the Diuels information in the 
mouth of the bewitched ( who isthe common accufer of 
God to men, and ofmento God ) then in requifite pittie, 
pietie and humane refpect vnto bis owne kinde to tender the 
weakenes of fraile man,againft thefubtilty of. the deccitfull 
Diuel. Shall man with man find lefle fauour, then the Di- 
uell with man againft man ? That the Deuill is able by the 
permiffion of Ged, to annex orhang this myracle vpon this. 
or that particular, is manifeft, by the poffeffed in the Gofpel; 
vpon whom and their naturall actions-and motions , he caft 
fupernaturall confequences or concomitances.,. Was not: 
their {peech attended with fupernaturall reuelation, their: 
hands with fupernaturall force, to rend and teare in pieces: 
iron chaines and bonds? Jf the Diuell be able to transfufe, 
or caft thefe. miraculous concomitances or confequences a-- 
lone, and without allowance of any man or perfon where 
God doth permit ; howisitin any equity or reafon infi, that - 
thefe impofitions of the Diuell fhould be imputed ynto any 
man ? God forbid, that the Diuels fignes & wonders ,nay-his - 
truths fhould become any legallallegations or euidences in - 
lawe. Wemay therefore conclude it vniuft;that the forena- 


med miraculous effect bythe Diuell wrought & imputed by- - 


the bewitched, fhouldbe efteemeda figne or infallible mark 
againft any man, as therfore conuinced å Witch, for that the - 


Diuel and the bewitched haue fo deciphered him. Thefe like - 


miraculous ftratagems may be exercifed ypon any man, or ° 


vnto any mans actions maybe deceitfully or fraudulently by. : 


the Diuell conioined.or apted, This:therefore doth not in- 
fer any mans guilt therein, Jt ought bea mans owne proper 


contract therein with the Diuel ,neceffarily and directly pros - 
ued ,that fhalliuftlycondemne him, This contract may bee- 


and is plainly detected, by fifting and confidering that mans 
voluntarily afifting or promoting; promifing, or ynderta- 


king fuch {upernatural works, with anfwerable performance- 
thereof., 
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thereof, as hath been faid, concerning the miraculous.con- 
fequence of the touch of a fufpected Witch; fo may be de- 
termined concerning the fupernaturall reuelations of fecret 
markes or fignes in her body, according vnto the prediction 
of the bewitched,as alfo of the difcouery of the prefent aċti- 
ons,geftures, and {peeches of fuppofed witches in farre di- 
{tant places, Diuers examples I my felfe haue feene in thefe 
kinds: I muft neceflarily acknowledge a more then naturall 
power therein , becaufe farre beyond the nature, reafon, or 
power ofman. Burthere is notwithftanding fufficient mat- 
ter of daubt , whether fuch reuelations, fecret fignes, and 


marks, though found in the named perfons or parts true, as 


alfothe right pourtraitures and fhapes of the fuppofed or ac- 
cufed Witches, though neuer of the bewitched before feene, 


and yetby the bewitched truly-defcribed ; there is,I fay,not- 


Ng o 


withftanding, fuficient matter of doubt, whether they are 


not very infufficient to charge or accufe any particular-thus. 
pointed out or marked. The Lawe and expreffe:commande- 


ment of God doth allow of no reuelation from any other 
Spirit, but from himfelf,//2.8,19. Whether thefe reuelations 


are immediately of God, if their due examination by the rule 
of his Word ‘do notclearely determine , rafh orhafty per- * EsfIN A- 
turbation or paffion ought not prefumeit. The laws of men yaptia Aq 
alfo admit no fupernatural illuminations or reuelations,as 3- NOMIA. i] 
ny grounds of iuft tryals or decifions of right-or truth, It Quicquid nen || 
followeth therefore neceffarily, that they are voyde, and congruit cum | 
ehtiudgement with l 


ought to be of no force or credit in-vprig 
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ivftandrighteous men. It-may bee obiected , that truth is 


foundin thefe reuelations,and truth ought bee of regard. It 
may hereto againe bee replied, that although truth in it felfe 


be great, and ought and will preuaile; yet in the abufe, cuilt 


v{e,or corrupted, or depraued end thereof, it ought not de- 


ceiue noris-of force, The Diuvell,’as all othercunning lyers 


and deceiners and imitators of that his-art , vfually mixe 
truths with tyes, chat thofe truths giuing: credit vito lyes, 


men may beleeue both and fo bee deceiued. It was-euer the 


onely fafe way of lying, to face & guard it with forme plau- 
vf: R 2 fible 
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fibietrurhs. In the former revelations therefore, reprefenta- 
tious & true defcriptions in the bewitched, of perfons of fe- 
eret markes and fignes, of fpeeches,geftures, and the like,al- 
though the Diuel be fofid true,or {peaking truth, yet may:he 
notwithftanding haply be therein aifoalyer,while truly de» 
foribing their persons, fhapes,marks manners and geftures, 
tpeeches & the like, he falfely and lyingly addcth thereby a 
fceming or deceiuing neceffity of theirguilt, as if therein or 
thereby neceffarily inferred. Wee may boldly yet further af 
Sirm;that ifit were poble for the Diuel to‘{peak the truth, 
truly, wholly, vnpartially ; fo as it might eppeare plaine,eui- ` 
dent,manifeft, yet ought wee not from‘him belceue it or re- 
cejue it. Thisis in our bleffed Sauior made vndoubted,who 
in the:Gofoel oftreb uked himeuen {peaking truth,as allo in 
S.Paul rebuking the Pythonifle, truly affirming, & acknow- 
ledging himthe feruant & Minifter of God. If the diuel then 
{peaking truth may not be allowed or credited; how fhal re- 
uelations,mirdcles or oracles proceeding fré him,be they ne- 
uerfo true, ofapproued with any thew of true Religion or 
rcafon; become any iuft probations or allegations in lawe,e- 
quity or iuflice ? It may bee obiected, that many times men 
haue bin by dreams & vifions'admonifhed of fe cretand con= 
cealed hideous murders; & other euil facts comitted prinily, 
whercby the Malefaétors. and their guilrhaue bin admirably 
produced ynto due punifhment, This truth is euen by Hea- 
then Authors witneffed, & in our time the like hath hapned, 
and is-teftified by witnefles, whofe faith 8 creditis free from . 
al exception. Although this be true’& cannot be denied, fom 
reafons notwith{tanding do pésfwade that it is more fate to 
incline,to fufpect that thefe like vifions of dreamsare rather — 
of the Diuell, then rafhly to determine or decree that they 
are immediately of God, Firft, fortharthough haply they 
might befometimesfo grantedsyet ought.we nottoo {wift. 
lyor fodainly fo beleeue, for that by theiliuely counterfait of 
the true vilions, dreams and reiielations of:Gad, the Diuell 
hath ever viually practifed to be taken-and efteemed as God: 


the allowance whereof bymen is high plafphemy. againft 
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God, and ignorant and occult adoration of Diuels, 
Secondly,for that no viGions,dreames, or revelations, ought 
to be efteemed of God, originally or immediately, which do 
refpect or anfwere curiofitic of knowledge or delire, as molt 
of the forementioned kindes viually are wont. Thirdly, for 
thatthe vifions of God,as they are ener Dent into an extraor- 
dinary diuine end,and an vniuerfal good,fo are they euer dif- 
penfed by the miniftery ofmen,who haue manifeft commif- 
fion, or warrant from God, cither mediate, or immediate, 
The mediate is proucd by the manifeftation of the meanes : 
the immediate, by the evident reflexion ofa manifeft diuini- 
ty,in the power and authority thereof. For as itis faid of the 
word of God; Heb.4.verfe 12. fo muftit neccflarily be con- 
cluded of all the true myracles,vifions,or revelations of God, 
Y that they are huely, and mighty in operation. 
F This is feene in the miracles wrought by Mofes,which the 
Sorcerers.themfelues could notdeny to be the finger of God, 
Gen. 8.verfe 19. This is likewife feene in Simon Magas, who 
could not but acknowledge the miraculous power of the bo- 
ly Ghoft, by the laying on ofthe Apoitles hands, fo far forth 
shat inthe confideratton of his owne guilt, & ofa conuincing 
ower or deitie therein, he defired them to pray for him. 
The fame is alfo witnefled in the feruants of the highPriefts 
who being fent with wicked malice, and curfed preiudice to 
intrap and betray our Sauiour,wereby the miraculonspower 
of his word and works compelled to proclaime and confefle; 
4 No man ener [pake like this man, ` Allthefe notes or markes, 
ofthe true vifions, dreames, or revelations of God, are euer 


generally,or for the moft part wanting in the forementioned 


odly iealoufie, therfore ought not but with much doubt and 
difficultic be atany time admitted, It may bee as yet further 
abicéted, How can it otherwife bee deemed, thenthat God 
him(elfe isthe Author of the former revelations, fince they 
tend vnto his glory in the ‘detecting and punifhing of fo hi- 
deous finnes? Itis hereto anfwered; that Almighty God is 
abletoyfeand command euill infruments yato good ends. 
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kindes, which being neuer free from fome fufpitious note of 
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He hath ordained the Diuell himfelfe to be the common ace 
cufer of all finnesand finners, It istherefore no inconueni- 
ence nor repugnant ynto religion or reafon,to affirme,that 


the Diuel hinifelfe,in the fore-mentioned vifions or dreames,. 


by the commandement or permiffion of God,is the producer 
of the tore-mentioned murders euil facts vntolight & iudge- 
ment. God for his owne glory permitteth the Dinel by thefe 
his wonderfull reuelations, to detegt the named finnes and 
finners. The Diuell alfo for hisowneend, and defire of their 
deftruction, doth execute the Decree of God fortheir iuf 
punifhment, 
But here may be obie&ted againe,that the Diuell in his re~ 
uelations (as is before mentioned) isnot to bee beleeued or 


credited, although he {pake truth. How then may roen beal- 


lowed, to admit or make vfe ofthefe his vilions or dreames 
inthis kinde, l 
Itishereto replyed, Almightie God himfelfe doth both 
permitand heare the Diuell when hee accufeth,as is manifelt 
by holy Scriptures. Therefore among men, and by men alfo, 
his accufations may be heard and confidered. Netwithfan- 
ding, fince hee is oft a falfe Accufer, and the enemy of God 
and truth,he may not be credited in himfelfe, no nor truth it 
felfe fimply as in his mouth, Vpon his accufation therefore, 
if truth and certainty doe declare it felfe, theforceand vera 
tue thereof, and not the accufation doth condu@ vpright 
men and mindes, vnto proceeding and iudgement; it is not 
the Diuels aecufation, but the truth it felfe,ynto which hapl 
that accufation did point inquifition, that by it felfe made 


manife(t, is therefore credited, 


And thus with breuity hath the vanity both of all fuperftie 
tions, and alfo of all miraculous wayes of the detection of 
Witches and Witch-craft, been in fome few of their particu- 
lars generally vamasked. There are, and may be many more 
Defides thefe, which in thefe,and with thefe will likewife pe- 
sifh and vanifh, being by the fame rule and reafon compelled 
ynto the golden tryall of fincere religion and affe&tion, 

The fole,tiue. and warranted way, wherein vprightly men 
may 


J 


= with the true Difcouerte thereof. 127 
may walke herein before God and men, hath beene in. this - 
Treatife formerly difquired and difcourfed. Therein (intellt- 
gent Reader) thou maift obferue two forts of manifeft Wit- 
ches : The one is offered vnto the outward fenfe, in his appa- 
rent and palpable Sorcerous workes: The otheris made gui- 
dent by plaine demonftration out of the facred word of truch. 
It hath cuer prevailedwith vulgar cuftome(becaule molt fen- 
fible of the ,moft groffe harmes more open to fenfe) to caft 
chiefely,or for the moft parr, the eye and common. iealoufie 
vpon the firft kinde. The other kinde (becaule vfually left no- 
ted of fenfe, and therefore efteemed leaft harmefull to men) 
is both in the iuft protraction or production thereof vnto the 
barre of Iufice much more rare and feldome,& alfo in com-- 
mon and vulgar obferuarion is little or notat all confidered. 

Hence it proceedeth,that molt men do doubtfully refolue 
thereof; Yea, fome men admire a worth therein, others e- 
Geeme it of reafonable and-commendable vfe,vnto the fatis- 
faction of their curiofities, in things fecretand hidden from 
the knowledge of man. | 

But fince Almighty God hath more {pecially (as is in the 
former Treatife proued Jboth giuen moft certaine and plaine 
indication, and information of thiskinde, by the exprefled 
fruits thereof, and the neceffary inference of familiarity and 
confultation with other Spirits then himfelfe, Zfaiah 8. vere 
79.and hath alfo fo oft in fo diuers places iterated the ore. ~ 
abomination,and his high deteftation thereof, it is not onzly 
the fauing duety ofall private men totake more diligent a: id 
warie notice thereof,thereby to efchew and fiye from it, &c- 
cording ynte Gods exprefle charge and command ; but tis 
the charge of Princes & Magiftrates alfo,ro fulfill therby the 
commanded execution of Gods holy wrath and vengeasce © 
vpon it;for which pleafing feruice and facrifice vnto him: Al- 
mighty God hath vpon the euerlafting records of hishoiy 
word fixed for euer the fo memorable praife,& cOmendation 
of thofe famous Princes,who haue dedicated themfelues vn- 
to his will therein, As it hath been declared by-what meane” 


Witches and Sorcecers,in two kindes {etierally may be mani- 
feits 


= The Tryall of witch-crafh, 
feltly charged chaliengedy and proued as: certaine and vn 
doubted Offer “ors: fo alfo how farre prefumption; proba- 
bilities, “on tter of siuft,fufpition in both ay Plc 
lefly guide,and conduct ypright and equall inquifition, hath 
been briefely inftanced, From all which it is eujdent’: firft, 
that God in nature hath not {hut vp inthis fubiedt,the com=_. 


" mon entrance and doore of iudging, trying or deciding ase- 
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qually,asin other cafes 7. fecondly, that befide and beyond 
that way, which God hath lefropen vnto fenfible andreafos 
nable progrefle, herein it muft neceffarily bee prepofterous _ 
prelumption to breake out,or cucr-reach,asalfo in feadéof- 
that plaine approued ‘and authentike walke for the tryalls of: 
truth; theiudgement & condemnation of others, and the e- 
fablifhment of mens owne thougats, and mindes,‘to feeke. 
irreligtous footing , in the Labyrinth of. amazing wonder-» 
ments and reafon!cfle traditions and experiments. To walke 
in chéte wayes,is no better then to runne away from God, in 


whem to truftthough with fome reftraint , and coertion of ` 
our longing vaine defires, and fatisfactions, is truly far more. 
happy ther out of the conduét.of his allowance, therein to 
imoy the fullef meafure or cuerflow of all the mof obfequi- 
ous intivencies of humane blike» If true religion and pietje = 
could fertléthis confideration, the common folly ofmifgo. 
nerned petulant inordinate and intemperate expatiations in 
is kinde,would not only.in’priuvate men more viually bluf. 
and ve afhamed, butamore ceuen, ftraight,and ynin terrupted 
wiybeing picparéd therby vnto iuftice,would viually bring 
forih a much more happy iffue, chen now is ordinary, Thus 
arre the loue of truth; which J have euer carefully foughtand- 
fined, hath offered violence ynto my priuate'thoughfsand 
tne<lvations,expofing thé ynto the hazard of publike view, 
As mylabouris not loft vato my felfe, and tiny owne moře. 
confirmed latisfaftionthereby:Toif chere bé therin any good: 
Frzo the common gocd, I know, good men willnor for the 
thorne,refufe the fruit for defect of ele cance inftile,orobleus 
tity of worthin the Author, quarrell with themattepit felfe. 
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